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The day seems to be fast appr oaching when no 
wargamer need f i g ht 'so16"- or to b e without an 
o pp on~nt wi thin ea ~y re ach . In this coGntry, at 
Ie ::\ s t, VJ her e d i s t [1 n c e s · n r e 11 0 t s o V £\ S t , it s h 0 u 1 i 
b e p 0 s 8 i b 1 e fo r g rJ Ei e r s i 11 r 0 u 0" 11 1 Y the sa m e 1 0 c a 1. -­
it y t o reGularly visi t ea c h ot her f or c a rn es. 

It is the a i m of th i s ma ca z ine to push out 
infor m ~t ion and news of a st i mu lati n g and useful 
nature; to crouse latcn t i ntere s t 's and iaeas in 
all th o se wh o dab b le wit h mouel s·o l d iers. 1'his 
aim c (1 n b e G rea t l ye n h n n c e d b Y ill'll t u a I d i s c u s s io n 
and p e rs onal c Dnt ao~ . 

Of c o urse , this is inV a riably d one by each 
war g a mer and h i s p er s onal opp onent, b ut it seems 
ob vio us that the f orma t ion of War ~ a merB ' Clubs 
wou ld assist evan more po~erfully . There i~ a 
lot to b e sa i d f or f orming n club cons isting of 
me mb ers vl i th the sa me b asic interest; there is' 
the o pp or tun it y f or d i s c us s ion a nd com p ar ison, 
f or a d v i c e and instruction. Ther e is als~o t he 
rathe r over look ed ang le s o fer as ware cming is 
c on c e rned in th8t ' e xpen s ive b ooks, plat e s and 
even terrain and c l ubroo ms CDn h e shnf e d by all 
with each p ayin g a pr oporti on ate c o st . 

Every war ga mer want s hie o Vin pr iv at e wa r­
g ames room; ~o m e of us are f o rtUn a t e eno u g h to 
possess this. Others mu s t molee d o with the room 
dO'Nnstairs, erecting nnel removin g before a nd 
after e ach batt le. Bith a number of garn ers 
f or med into a club, it mi c ht well b e possib le 
to h ire 3 s Uit3b le and permanent room whic~ 
can b e decorated in military s t y l e and use 6 on 
a ro s t e r - b as i s by [1 1 1 me mbe rs. It wo u l d even 
b e possible to ~ ork a club on s uch a n org anised 
bas iS that armies cati be all ocated and bu i ~t- up 
to f 6r m the ma ~~e d arrays needed f or spe6i~ic 
p eriods or campaigns s u ch ae Napoleonics. 

Think ab out it - ther~'s - fun a n d muc h to 
be ga ine d by g etting to g etherl 

~_!~~!h e£E!~~~ 



MITRAILLEUS£ ( FROX '!' VIEW;. 

THE M1TR~I~~EUSE~ 
The production of this early-type machine-gunw~s 
begun under conditions of g reat g-ecrecy in 1866. 
It had a bundle of 25 barrels-., e8C"h detonated in 
turn by turning a handle. Its ran g e was nearly 
2 , 0 00 ya r d s 8 n d i t had a rat e 0 f f i l ' e 0 f I 5 0 r d s­
per minute. It wa's an excellent and ing enious 
weapon but s-uch s-ecrecy surrounded .its rr. anufact­
ure that training in its use was o0t of the qU­
estion and during the Franco-Prussian V/ar, the 
French had had no l1 seful discuss'ions as to how it 
should be employed. So it was used at e xtreme 
~an g e; s-ited in the open and in b attery and fir­
ed inaccur a tely and wastefully. Whilst the P~us~­

ians treated it with respect durin g the wa r, its 
battlefield achievements did not remot ely fulfil 
Na poleon III ' s ' expectation s . 
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This is by wa y of being a supplement to Robin 
Thomsom's article on the sam e subject in a recent 
i ssu e o f the N e wsle t ter~ As wil l hav e be en gath er­
ed f ro m theiules th~t o ur g r o up us ed at the C on~ 
vention dem onstr ati on, we h a ve IT]8TI ag ed t o obt a in, 
mainly f ror.! Am erican off icial sources, (they h av e 
n 0 0 f f i ci a 1 Sec ret s Ac t 1 ike VI e do) a c-t u a Id a t a 
of hit-and-kill probab li l i ties f or a ll c lasse s of 
modern ant i-t a n k ~ e ap ons. 

Pla toon Anti-Tunk De apons a nd Re coiless g uns : --------------------------------------------
These d e pend f or their penetr bt ion ' on the chemic~l 
ener gy of shaped oh~rge and sq uash-he ad warheads . 
Penetr at ion d oes not va r y wi th ran g e. Muz z le vel­
o c ity is v er y low aftd accuracy falls off rapi d l y as 
the r an g e increas e s . Th e f i r ing position is usual­
ly g i v en a way by f lash . Ih lII weap ons, such as PlAT 
Pa n z erfaust and the e a rly Ba z ooka Bnd American 75 m 
recoile ss g un wo ula nea rly alway s p enetrate al l b~ 
the ti c k est armou r. Church ill 7 and Royal Ti g er 
could not b e pene t r n t e d f rom the front, a nd some 
varieties of the Pa n z er 4 f it t ed with cumbersome' 
spacer plates vl ere 75 % i mmun e. Th e post-we.r Baz-
00 k a, the En .') r g a r i f Ie e re n a de, and the s-t i 11 :1e. t er 
weapons would penetrate practially any vehicle. 

Ue us e a c omb ined h it/~il l probability ~ ivin g 
a ~ ill f ~r B dic e thron o f 3 at n or mal "r a nge, and 
f or a score of 6 at twice nor ma l ran g e. Exa mp les 
of normal rang es a re: Rifle gr en ad e 50me tres, Baz ­
ookas and Pa n z erfa ust 100 metr e s ; Heller and Ca rl 
Gust av 300metrea and 106 mm and 1 20mm Dombat Recoil 
-es s Gu ns . 600 metres~ 

Ant i - Tan k G u i de d ru s s'i 1 e s : Th e s e c £I n bed i v i<l­
ed into-t w o-classes-=~hose~hat a re man-por tab le 
an d thos~ th~t m~st b e f ired f rom vehicles - the 
heivier vehi61e-latinched types h ~ ving a ' longer ra~ 
g ee Aga in, the y use shaped c ha r g e or s-qua sh-head " 
warheads and ~ enetration does not v~r ~ with ran g e~ 
Because t hey ar e c cntrol}ed in f ljr,ht, they are 
e xt r mel y ace u rat e , a n cl \'/ i t h in · b r 0 ad ' 1 i mi t s a re 
e q uall y accurat 'e at an y r ::mg e. Tnese li i ~ its are 
imposed by the meth od of gu id a nce. There is a 



me~imum r~nge d~pendent u n ori the maxi~um length of 
control wire ihat themissiie c~n l~y, and on the 
burning tiine of it s ' .s"ustEliner motor. There is also 
a minimum range, dependent on the method used to bring 
the missile under control after it is launched. 

Of the man-.arried missiles~ Vigilant has the 
best per~6rmance in this respect, with an effective 
range bra,i}-ket of 250 to 1250 metres. The French SS 
10 i sin the e in e c 1 n s s' and i s e f f e c t i v e bet Vi e en 5 00 
and 1500 metres, and the vehicle-launched miss~leffi 
s u c 11 a 9::; Mil< 1 k {:{"'r r a and ' S S 11 u S'u a 11 y h a v ear an g e 
spectrum of between 50 0 and 2500 metre~. Firing 
pos-itions are hard to det ect. 
Oui ~ules ass~me that any dice score higher than a 1 
means a hit and kill. 
It].cidEmtly, targets can only be engag ed if they are 
within 45 degrees of the missile controller's line of 
S'ight, which put S' a missile-armed AJ!'V ih the same 
clasS": as a war:,..time ass-ault gun, with a restricted 
traverS"e' main armament • 

. Artill~ in_the~n!.!.-T~k R:£l~; Since the mid d­
Ie ofl1t1l'r,f"ieTO art~.l'Tery has Llsed shaped char g e 
ammunition for anti-tank fire over open sig hts '. The 
limitations a.rethe same as for recoiless g uns, and 
the same rules· and ranges should be used. However, 
very dense concentra t ions of ind irect HE fire do have 
some effect on a rmour, althoug h this is . rela.tively 
slight until you t; (' ~ ; j.n to the reg ion of the 8 It · howitzer 
and the 17 5].): ' ,-- ') 11 .. I.~· ,l j.:-~ ai. tuation is ther e.f ore covel1-
e d by 0 u r 8 }' .: . :, -: ~: ~ -,' ;,' :~ ;' -:J : :3 Q 

!i,v a ~ 1 3,R ~~J: 1.1;.1: __ .L}_ .. lr:i:~:,~I..!l_~1!~.2.~U~E!E'£_~~ _!~EE. : 
DBG M make f\ r ,. l (.I; mr(i':'\ · ~ ;· ·I .·L=;f;s g un tlounted 0 ':'1, '3 heep, 
and R ~ s k \l r i:' r r I ' ,~ I;' C {, l; \ t <"" Z ,"; C I: n , a n S S 1 0 ill i ."> ; : 1. 1 e unit, 
and an H 8. ~ 0 a70 ~ ul ~ ~ ~ -! ~G~ n el c a rried Bi LS d with 
SS II. Th :~c In,'i t i." ;'J. " wn HS the Ja g d paD Z(?T Raketen, 
the Germa~ fr r ~ te rlssj.le itscil f is such a lovely wurd 
that ~he , c a r ~t~~ ~ ~f t~j8 t yp ewrit e r isn't wide eno u ~ I 
to cope with ! . ~ . " 

Ta;!.ics ~ F c. n d . Jy" t: !1 0 Llg h, these ':Iea p ons d o not dQ'Ill­
inate--:nieDat t le f ield as ' you would suppose, t hough I 
da r e not p i,1 b 1 i cis e . the c 0 un t e r m 0 v est 0 0 VI ide 1 yin ' c a ~ 
my opponents get to find outlThe m'ain effects are to 
de~Blu~th~ he~~y tank; and inc~~a~e the valLle of the 
light tank~ ~rmoured infantr y and artillefy apport. 
If anyone wants to try it out I', waitin g l 
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It seems to methb.t little attention is paid to 
the question of supplies to war-gamers in either indi­
vidual battles or, more surprisingly, campaigns (even 
in D. Featherstone's book ' War-Games f little, if any 
[;lent ion is made of . the all-il1lportant supply question). I 

.' Not to make l? ome pro vis ion for supplying one's troops 
seems to me to be . a .cla ring omission . To . so me 'exte nt 
1 feel it is dlle to l az iness oi' the wa.r--e:,6.mer J who 
sees himself a s more 01' a d6.shing Marlborough-cum­
?rince Rupert type than a steady but efficient (a nd 
just as capablej 'organization man' of the typt; \<\'ho 
abounded in the nussian o.rmies , of the l a te 19th qud 
ea rly 2')th century. To i e;n,ore the supply questio r .. 
is. to lose both r ealism and en jovr>? nt . I wiilil now 
outline hov.' I i n:felld~fo cope-~1;tS'):1-'frjTs pro blem (if the 
reader C8.n bear with me any further) in a c~mpaign. 

The campa i gn map prequmably is divided into two 
separate zones of control. A player must choose, from 
the to ~nS in his zone, five towns somewhere in the 
middle thereof. Then h e must choose another t wo 
which are close to the frontier or 'dividing line' 
between the zones. The five former towns ar e his sup­
ply depots und the other two the forward supply depots 
from V\o here he supplies the front line troops. '1~0'W 
th~ player counts his troops and guns (let us say 400 
infa ntry, 100 cavulry, o. nd 4 guns). He the~ works '.: 
out how many units of' supplies he will need for a cer­
t a in ~eriod llet us say fifteen days). In my 68.me 

I unit l (;l.sts 1 ini'antryman 3 days 
2 " 11 1 Cb.valryman 3 days (+ his horse) 

15 II " 1 gun !ind crew 3 days. 

Thus the player finds he will need 3,300 units to 
be distri buted evenly between the fi ve tov~ ns. These 
five towns l~,B,C,D,E) ure linked by railway to the 
forward depo'\s (lL,Y). .bacb town has one tr~in each 
of ten wagons. bach wb-t£on cC.n c~rry ten un1tseach . 
cr five infa ntrymen and their suppli~S (one ma? can 
carry three d<;l.YS' supplies) (these n~bers ~e 1n pro­
portion to the small size of the armles). X and Y 



can tahe no more than t v~o trains at once ~vhilst un­
loading , and no more than three b.ltogether. It tb,ke 
one move to unload a tra in and one move to get the 
supplies or men outside a town. If two trains pass 
cross on the same line, one must move on to a siding 
:for t wo moves. Players must keep lists o:f supplies 
and check them o£:f as they move. Troops must collec 
the supplies :from ~ a nd Y or t hey must be moved up by 
supply wagons. A body o:f troops can only last two 
days (at reduced morale rates) a:fter their supplies 
are gone. Troops s~art the campaig n from A,B,C,D or 
E to where it is assumed they were directed by their 
mobilization orders. Tra ins move five times faster 
t han infantry. (Cha nce ca rds can be used if desired 
for der ailments, etc.). 

Th i s system I think gives a ' ~eneralt more to 
think about, brings a vitdl element into the games a n 
above all, gives the camlJo.ibn a clea r objective. A 
player must overcome his opponent within a set time 
limit a nd be careful not to let his troops lose con­
t a ct wi th 't he ir supplies. Finally, he must try c nd 
cut his enemies' communications or c tipture his supply 
depots. 

SHARPSHOOTERS AND SKlR.tVITSHERS 
by 

David Clark 

For about a year 1 have followed Donald Feather­
stone's rules f rom his book WAR G~lliS with little 
alter 4tion . ~nile looking through a book on the 
Amer ica n Civil Wa.r, I dis covered Berda n's Sharpshoote 
v,hich inspired me to develop the :following rules 
coveri ng these light infa ntrymeu.. 

One company of sharpshooters is a tta ched to e b. c} 
division during a bat t le. They move out 2 ft. 6 inf 
:from . the ma i n b ody .of · troops a nd conceal themselves. 
They fi re Che n ma.rked on the commC:luder ts iIlap vi'i th a 
small cross so that they are not forgotten. 

F~~_i~~ : Shar pshooters are allowed one shot per 
game mov e thld 

a 3 , 4 , 5, 6 
a 4 ; 5., 6 
5. 5 o' 6 

sceres a hit a t 6 ins. 
II " ~ n 12 ins. 
rt " II "24 ins. 



Ii' the sh8.r psh oot e r b~:..ur;. ~:':j . .• i ., . ? f~ , . : ~ :..:;; Li s t <..rget 
(.,ho ne,eds a 6 to s urvive ",nethEr 11e i s under · cover or 

'not) m~y return the fire at the normal ratew If he 
also m~~ses, then he is detached from his unit a nd the ~0 
two fii'e at one another until one is killed. 

Two skirmishers a re de t a ched Lrom e iich leQ.ding 
uni t b.ri'd 'placed 6 ' ins. i n :front. of t l10s e units. IJ:hese 
act i;i S scout s u nd, us: ne; the Lio ne l T<.;..rr peris cope, 
report enemy movements "to the ir i 'ront J 0 ne .r'unning 
back messages to the main body. 11.' confronted by a 
superior force they will immediately r e trea t to the 
nearest ±rienuly force. 

Using this method, (;i n element of nel\< reb-lism enters 
the 5'ame a nd troops move even more re i;l.. lis tic b.lly than 
beIore. . I hope fellow . war-gamers vvill find.. this . 
article' interestine. and perh&vs useful. 

IUMbR BE'PORTS ••..• 
7 

Wel - ) I just r eturned from my ~nnual s a battical 
(t ~ eks' HCl.tional Guard summer cump), which 'was once 

. n held in the glorious ~ ilds of souther n Virginia 

This war-gaming business is like the "Hindu V'iheel 
of li:fe lt ••• you can never t:;et ahead~ I get ill every 
time I look in the boxes o:f unpainted ctis tings that I 
ll~ve. :;:~' . there are .hundreds of' them~ and to make mat-;: ;:;;'l 
ters worse, just ~:fter I ~inished of:f a set of French . 
Zouaves and another Regiment of Prussion Guard :B'us il ..... 
ters, another order came from Scruby, so lOO-odd new 
cdstingl? took their place in the "unfinished business" 
l:)ox. There were severl:H new French reg iments in this 
last Scruby order - line in:f ~ntry, iliarching, ~nd 
.B'oreign Leg ion. I a lso added some 5engal~e Tirail .... 
1 e urs, v,hile on the Frussion side 01:' the ledger there 
were some Jager zu pferde and Saxon In:fantry, ~'thi cn I 
like very mUch. 



Of.i' the ""a1Z:. back from Camp Pickett, I stopped by 
e. 'lh1sIu,ng'ton, V.C. hobby shop and discovered one of 
the best selections of model soldiers I have seenl 
outside OI Polk's. I don't rec all the name of the 
store, but l could easily check it out in the D.C. 
classified section of the phone directory (where I 
originally uncovered it). They had shelves and 
shelves of Britains (if' you like tem), e..nd they weren't 
the new "stuff." They were the pre-Viorld War II sets, 
in the old bo:xes ;, i ththe dr~wings of the reg iment on 
the front a nd the ba ttle honors listed. There were 
the now-ext i n ct lDth2 ;) p i s.,n Tribesmen., Zulus, King fS 

af'rican .rlti les , Ge ne ral Staff and ma ny, ma ny others 
that h a ve lo r~g be8~. 9-'o8Sn.t f rom t h e Br i tains ca.t a logue. 
I didn't h a ve 1.00 llllCh t i ucj t o spend there, but it cer-
t u inly was a tr e u t to di s cover the pla ce. I'll get 
the na me of t h e p l a. ce, a nd p erh a ps you ca n run a note 
in the N&1SI.ETTEB on the place. It's a p each, believe 
thee me. 

They stock a rea lly complete line of Imrie and 
~tadden f'igu::c~;;3 } a nd the s t r an6e thing was a complete 
line of ~'r e;:F: 'r. l i l e -ts - by a mak er I've never heard 'of. 
Th ey we r e F !;j,f t:; l e o n j. cs } a nd jiie r e i n boxed s e ts. The 
ones 1 s l;;.W V:;:: .C:~; 2.:U :3 t, '~ ~'. I:·(8,~c d. bearers ( .'30 mill. ) , a nd all 
the ] 'rench E:1~c.. n('H~,"' cl <J h2, ( t ,he battle honors a nd eagles} 
etc. - qui t o a ~i ;~ ~ . Th8Y h a d been p retty expensive, 
but the £e :j .. l o'~·.; L.1 L ;:~ ! ·t.:;7,OT2 La id tha t they h a d n 't sold., 
and t h &t h~~ ,h,;.,':: E8 \;t-;Y',:::,1 hlF~' lJ' )d s ,e t s i n the ba s ement 
tha t h e wOlll u sell a t a v8ry r sac o na bl e pr ice, He 
r.le glecte d to say wh a t his l.dea was of a "reasonable" 
amount 1 

They had a num be r of' bo oks on t h e hobby, a nd were 
even s e l l ing NOr lIl8.J:1 l'Tewto n Ci;:i r, d:: cgues ! lyJ:y s ole p ur-
cha se t ha t d a y COnSiGt2j of unG( ~er 5 4 ~m . S t Q~de n 

(l 'r uss ian "De Z':::c,h He Eid. Fl~':O ;}2. ) dt CiZ'C8 Ln. '~ ) ' That b:r i ngs 
my 5ta dde n count up to [':"~ ) ; ·,lt 7 or s o of those pre-'\W I 
Germa n Ar my t ypes. Th eyfr e £ o r my oLii ce . 

I fow1.d a loca.l sou rce of supply ( :f~:;\,j.rly l oca l -
1n Fhilacl(; : . r~h j. 3 ) .fQr (:' :;1161 £lat~; , 'J.cc -Lc' ... e ::; t hLl:i.l' ~{cJ'.i. 
mi ~i:;ht vva 111: 1. 0 l !~ t J-o t l i"! t S 11-~ ' jC C7" .i. t::' ~~.r·fj k. 1.. }. ~) ~.:; · 1~.~.8. t, ~:i ~,.,? !~. !:) (.i c~h.e 1 
h as ad.d.ed bUw8 n e y:! o nes tc. J! ': ':: j. : . . ;,,sL c,G C::t ~T" y.:,. ;~': ,': :: -J ), : _~s :::; i a 

t ,\TT1es )' • we '-. '" ,_. 'n "', r ' '" r V '~' -"'1- '- . ,- " J" i H 1"+ c~y \. l' n ,-, t · ,Yoj r. I~ O ur " ~ .J..J.. ~ ;'-' i ; ... J.. t..a. t ....ll ..1 .... )0.,_ ~..L l....Oo1..L ..,L ... .L ..&.. ............. .1. U ·L. . - ..... _ .., 



different positions) in winter overcoats, new Prus­
sian and French Cav alry se t s (in h alted posi.t t .-::m s) , 
plus Prussian Pion~ers. in action, .Zo u av Gs J 31 t ;::;d, 
marching m d kneellng In re serve, to n Ollie a f:'2w. I 
must confess, I really am enamoured witl'1 Ochel t S pro-
ducts1 They don't have tha t depth, gr anted, that a 
Scruby or S.lI$ h a s, but what an inverltory t he man 
(,.,-r.eot·~! J J I' m p l :::uming t ') add b oth F~~ r;nch and Prus­
sian In..,,tT':L hI; to my g ame 1'or b u i lding br i J.;;,e s and wh a t 
have y~)u. My l''l.-'~Tl.clJmen also n c;e; ri smae c: ,~-.,- alry bol-
stering, s o I'm addlng S()me LancG:':' s and li::'agoons. 
Prussian-:-wise ~ I'm al so in he.; r!. nf' c av a~I'.Y - in this 
case, CUlrasslers, Hussar s en.d l'c .l"' ·J.!;". ~J [;l ;3et of Uhlans 
The Game Mobile and Franct :I' t' ·. ~." '8 ;·, ,:.:.n~YL ~'2;:; 9 +.00. In 
case you still aren't sol d on i:,he i.(::.: a o:f mixing £1 a ts 
-and s o lidS, why don' t you give it a ·~ l·Yo •• just :for 
fun? I t t s not too bad a t alli:f yeu :;: ·2x crn.bsr one 
]tey t h ing ••• :figh t all your games "in profile .''' 

I recently encountered a new ":fledgling " gamer 
here in Pittsburgh n amed Al Kowa l eski - a young chap 
who works :for H.J. Heinz here in t own. I inviteti 
him out t o my place one even1.ng , whe re I ushered him 
i nto a room with about 600-700 :figu res s et up __ 1 dis-
play on a t able. It was in the evening and -the 
lights were out, so you should have seen the expres­
sion on his 1'ace when I turned on the sVii teh - I 
believe he was impressed.. Both :fl a t s and solids 
were represented, and this was t he :first t i r'8 he h a d 
ever s een :fl ats; He immedi a tely went h orr ;,:: aTd p laced 
his order to Ochel, so I guess he was s 01 ,;:1 on them, 
to;'"). He's a Napoleonic bu:f1' and I' m :'~ 11·r e :rou'll 
think he's a knowledgable t ype when I t · .. 1.:L .Jou tha t 
he has your book and thoroughly e n j e:ye, .f :~3~1.t ing a ll 
his b a ttles using your work as his "Bible. II 

00000 00000 00000 

Ma l c olm Doo l g ar t el ls m ~ tha t th e boo k FIGHT I N G MEN 
by Henry' Tree c e Qnd Ewart Oake,"lh ott ( Br o clc h amp t on 
Pr e s s 1 9 6 3 . . 1 8 '13) C 0 v er s t 11 e ~C i g h t in g t e c h n i q!::l e s 
of th~charloteer 's ,' :rt:.Dman s, Vil(in g s, h e a vy cavalry, 
lon g bowmen ' a n d pi k e- ond - mus lc et men ' - th is s o unds 
a s if i t i . so ' t m u s t ' f or VI a r g [l r.l e r s , p Q r t i c Ll 1 n r 1 y 
those intere st in the Ancient p erioes. 



OUT OF THE P il.ST 

by 

William l'... Kinney 

Ti tIes of' Rank - How they began. 

The title of' your military grade may well owe its 
origin to words in use centuries bef'ore the advent of' 
the Christian era. Coming down through the ages the 
words have undergone a variety of' changes, but a 
little detective work can establish their bygone 
sources. 

The word 'captain' derives f'rom an ancient Latin 
root wh ose primary def'inition concerned the he ad of' 
man or some other living b ody. Since the he ad is 
the s eat of' the br a in, the word c ame t o be applied t o 
the chief' or le ader of' any group or a ssociation of' 
other individuals, whether n~~eric ally small or a 
na tion in size. 

The transition of' the word t o military usage c an 
be re adily underst ood. 1'.,. c ap t a in he aded and directed 
the men under his comman~ In olden times, too , the 
pr actice was f'or a c aptain t o move in the f'ore of'his 
men, which literally put him at t he 'he ad' of' the 
c olumn. 

What ab out a lieutenant? Suppose a man h ad 
done s ome work f'or you · and then h ad s a id, "In lieu . 
of' t aking ca sh f'or the j ob, I'll settle f'or tha t o ld 
c ar you're planning 10 selL" You'd h ave no dif'f'i-
culty understanding what he me ant. The Latin noun 
for pl a ce is 'locus . ' '~ter p assing i n t o French it 
b e c cme 'lieu.' The s ec ond part of' th e word , 'tenant', 
i s t he French v ariant of' the Latin v erb, t o hol~ 
Thus v:e get an of'ficer c ap able of' holding the pla ce 
of' a superior or acting 'in li@ti ' of' him. When th e 
gr ade of' a supreme general devel oped about 1576, we 
f' i nd lieutenant generals emergirlg 21most simul taneous­
l y in depu t y c ap acities. 



Th e gr ade of c ol onel a g a in conj~red u p the 
ment c-, ~. il[1i:~i~'3 o f' on e l eading a co l : :" -.Fl~ It st!':;ms 
f'r C':':i t i le L a G :::"l:t ' C01Ultln3.

i 9 f'o r a p j. ll.l.r or c c hmm" 
l ... t t)ir ~:~ ':: "J:l'"l e t8!~i.fl "/I[i 3 (?ffi1)l oyed i:n. 3.r:"CJ1 .1 tee·ij ·tJ.l~ C and_ 
t h e .io..:()gl ic ~;:; ed e \lT i_'H:'Ll'JEt s t j,} J. h '=t,::; t iEL L ::o.:::pl ir:: et i on g 

orr':;:'lg o thers. Gradu a l l y the ,;vo:c-,-l dl r:Jo b e·;';::'-.:,.;].e lie s-
C T'~. pt ive of f orma tions wh ich s':':' t: cc, :.s'ti)d a e o lUlID1. by 
t h c'i:,::, s hape among a b ody of' r ru:t,;c :' ,i sO].dicy'y . 'e ., , h 1 1" . ~ . ,. o.u :.r:ma a s a c ose lllK Wl ':'Il S.EO till e r wo:r'd ~ 

, COh .:EJ,::;n g ' t h e l a tter mcaYJ -:'ns c;.tt::l.i~ :f' 02:' mOL.:; t distin­
guished when used wi th r el>7~' I· ::;C.Ce t o p '.:;rl30nso Th e 
P:'::'ench l a..V).gw:lge y in b orrmyJ I],'.:; i 'rom L::1 i. :n ~ pr oduc e d 
t h e v al' i a.n t y t co l or:.e l g ' which t h,; 1'l:.g.:L l s h t ook over 
unch a ng edo 8-Llrviv ing recor ds li s t tha t milit ary 
r a nk as e arly a s 1548. 

VVh ich bring s us t o major 9 a gr a de to be :found 
on British r osters since lS,13. l\ga in t he s ource is 
Latin and the preci se n:~;c.T~ing of' the word is 
I g:reat or. ' In the ancient t ongue g t he adject i ve 
f "()r g re a t is 'magnus. ' Its c ompar a tive degr ee is 
~na j or' and the superl a tive g 'maxinTJll19 ' or greatesto 
The developing structure o:f milit ary :force s evi­
dently h ad est ablished the need f or an of:f icer 
exercising more authority and c ommand than a c apt a in 
but less tha n a c o l onel y or the l a tter's stand-in, 
a lieutenant co l onel. 

A general owes the nrune o:f his gr a de t o 
' generalis 9 ' the Latin a djective which may be de­
:fined a s pertaining to the broad or :full scope. 
Thus a general is an o:f:ficer c o ncerned with a wh ole 
opera tion a s opposed to the l oc a l or section al 
phases which may :figure in the ope r ation's progresso 
Oldest known mention o:f the grade in English is in 
1576 g the same year the names o:f lieutenant genera l 
and major general appearo 

The +,i tle 'sergeant' derives fr om the Latin 
, s erviens y ' for s erv ing. In Old FJ"" ::.: nch the word 
was rendered 'sergant I or a1 ternately 'sergent . ' 
While the appellation designa ted a serve~t a s a 
rule during the :feuda l ages it g a ined military st a­
tus ~s identi:fying the attendRnt o:f a knight who 
c ared t or his master's armour and weapons. These 
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