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THE COM/BATT UNIT by R.G. Green

The basic unit of modern infantry is the Battalion, IR
a model unit were @ full-scale battalion, it is unlikely that
there would be many different units on the table. As most war-
gamers like to see several different units in the same game,
the answer is to scale down the hattalicn,

The British Infantry Battalion of the 1950's had 6 com-

panies: +the H.Q. company of 3 platoons - admin.,, signals, and
motor transport; +the Support company of 4 platoons - anti-tank,
medium-¥,G,, 3" mortar, {each of 6 weapons) and the assault

plgtoon; and 4 Rifle companies each of 3 Rifle platoons,

The Rifle Platoon hed 4 sections: +the H.Q. section of

10 men - Platoon commander, sergeant, runner, redio op.,
2" mortar team of 3, gnd %.5" rocket lguncher team of 35, and
3 Rifle sections of 10 men - N,.C.0, with sub-M,G., 6 riflemen,

and light-¥,G. (Bren) team of 3.

For transport each Rifle platoon had 1 Austin Champ and 2
3-ton lorries. Each of the 18 weapons of the Support company
had a universal carrier to two or carry it. The Assault plat-
oon, with flame~throwers, mine detectors, etc., had 13 carriers.

In the 1960's the support weapons have been issued at com-
pany level, The Rifle company has 3 Rifle platoons, 2s before
and a Support platoon of 3 sections -~ a section of 2 anti/tank
guns, a section of 2 medium mortars, and a section of 3 medium
MeG.s, at Company H.Q. The Assault platoon is kept at batta-
lion level. Notice that the supporting firepower of the
battalion has been increased to 8 A/T guns, 8 medium mortars,
and 12 mefium-M.G.,s5. Also in each Rifle section of the
platoons, 1 rifle-man and 1 man of the light-M.G. team have
been removed in preparation for replacement by a 2 man team
with a "Carl Gustav" rocket launcher.

On the basis of the orgenisations above, I decided to
compose my model units with 4 full-scale Rifle platoons, and
a Support platoon of 4 sections: medium-M.G,, medium mortar,
anti/tank, (each with 2 weapons) and assault section (with
2 flame-throwers and 2 mine detectors). This makes the
model unit exactly one third of & full-scale battalion, and
it may be used as & battalion by calling each of the platoons
a8 company. Alteratively it may be used as a company by /contd.



The Com/bat. unit (contd)

leaving one of the Rifle platoons on the shelf with the Assault
section of the Support platoon. The title Com/Batt is a

" fortunate coincidence.

You may calculate for yourselves that the transport need-
ed is 4 jeeps, 8 3-ton lorries, 10 universal carriers, and
g command vehicle at Unit H,Q,

I use troops by Airfix, and they fight as squads fixed to
card trays 9/8" square. A Rifle section (full-scale) consists
of 3 squads: a rifle squad - 3 men in arrowhead formation; a
sub-1t, Go« sguad - 1 sub-machine-gunner and 2 riflemen in arrow-
head3 and a light-M.G, team of 2 men. The H.Q. section also
has 3 squadsy +the H.,Q., squad - officer, radio op, and sgt. with
sub-M.Ge3 P.I.A.T, (I use the term generally) team of 2 men;
and a light mortar team of 2 men with a 2" mortar. The numbers
are similar to those of the new Infantry Company, and this
leaves room to add 2 more P.I.A.T. teams to the platoon.

So in all the rifle component of the Com/Batt Unit will
need 48 trays or squads - 12 light-M¥,G.; 12 sub-M.,G., 12 rifle;
4 HiQes 4 P.I.A.T.3 and 4 light moritar, Certain alterations may
be made e,g. in German and Russian units the Rifle squads may
be replaced by Sub-M,G. squads; and in the absence of light
mortars, flamethrower teams (2 men - flame pack and grenadier)
may be used.

Fach weapon of the Support platoon has 8 3 man crew and a
carrier with driver.

I should like to thank N.D, and R.M, for their information
and T,B. for the Red Army organisations (which are similar %o
those of the British).

British Home Stores in London are selling a card of "Com-
bat Troops" at 2s. 11d. per 100 figures made in Hong Kongj; they
look very much like Airfix! Also on sale at the same store isg
a "Battle Group" comprising 8 men, 2 tanks, 20 guns with 8 shells
in plastic but none of them seem to be in a set scale; the men
being possibly 30mm the tanks look like 4mm repreductions of a
Tiger or Panther tank, whilst the guns look big enough for 54mm!
Half are in green and half of the force in grey and sells at
= 0 s

ANOTHER WARGAMES CLUB!

It is hoped to start the JOHANNESBURG (SOUTH AFRICA) WARGA MES
CLUB with seven or eight members. This group recently put on their™
own re-fought Waterloo on June 18th at the Jo'burg War Museum (full
report later). Dave Naish, Phyl Van Wyk and Ken Nolan are the lead-
ing lights of this group, who hope to print their own magazine. IZf
you live in South Africa - get in touchl
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WHAT'S GOING ON?

by

KEITH HUBBARD

The Wargamers Convention of the Miniature Collectors of
America held sgseveral nmonths ago in Philadelphia. It is pretty
late tc be reported on now, but it was, on the whole, a thoroughly
succe ssful meeting with several wargames demonstrated, both Drum
and Musket and Ancient.

L wos successful in getting a8 mowvie projecier and showing a
film cslled "Iwo Eatg!;actually a,reeruiting filmifor the Adr
Force Reserve, but heving a great deal t0 do with a life sized
varzane between twe mythicel countries carried out jointly between
units of our Army and Air Porce with one side wearing the "Aggres-
sor" type uniform. The wargame was fought out on actual terrain
within the limits of the MMythical countries superimposed onNorth
Carolina,

leny members brought figures to display and sell and there
were one or two commercial firms present with models and figures
for sale at half price.

Attendance was very good and I would estimate that what
with the cominz and going some 50 to 60 persons were there at
one time or another. :

The convention opened with 2 combination get acquainted and
business meeting in the morning, follcwed by a sort of round
table discussion of rules and battlefield set-ups which lasted as
I recall until about lunch time.

The afternoon was more or less devoted to wargame demonstra-
tions and figure exhibitions, and the evening session ended on a
high note with Blair Stonier serving as Pipe lajor for a series of
bagpipe music and marches by his pipe band, or members of the band,
in full Highlander uniform,

Some days later I joined the association and invited them to
hold their next convention out here at the Air Dase. I understand
that the matfter is under consideration at this time.

To illustrate how out of hand 8 hobby like this can
am presently involved in the following :-

Sometime in January Walt Koffel (my nearest wargame opponent)
and I are due to set up a 1000 figure diorama of a Civil War Battle



(Antietam) in the Bucks County High School, teach a history class
on the battle end after school hours are over, give a demonstration
of a wargame to interested students and faculty.

A couple of weeks ago I was photographed in colour with a com-,

plete battleground layout of %0 mm Reveclutionary figures for
inclusion in the Sunday magazine section of the Philadelphia Daily

Bulletin. If it does come out soon I'1ll try 0 send a copy to you.=

I am presently engagzed in a mail (so far) type wargame with
Pat Condray and his associaotes of the "Condray Confederation'.
The countries of Cardor, Schlessburg and Iuxia (on his side) and
Azuria, Krimsonia and Kathenburg (on my side). Pat lives in Mary-
land on a4 road eppropriately named "Powder Mill Road". The war
looks like it will eventua2lly involve as many as 8 to 10 persons
as players and opponents,

I am still struggzling to get together a 20 mm fleet of Roman
War Galleys to oppose my present fleet of Viking ships., I might
say that I am having about as much trouble getting the fleet
organized as the Romans in the latter days of the Empire.

In the book department - I have come across an excellent book
on the Roman Occupation of Dritain called BRITANNIA writiten by a
George Patrick Welsh. Anyone readingz this fine piece of military
history that doesn't lonzg %0 lead out a miniature legion or two
in battle must be either hopelessly addicted to Gunpowder and
modern times or not 2n aficianado of the hobby at all.

Have also come across an excellént book on the German East
African Campaign called DUEL FOR KILIMANJARO. The author's name
escapes me but it is out in peperback. It has several illustira-
tions and maps and while the author is definitely sympathetic to
the German commander and troops, it gives a fine picture of the
German struggle to hold German Egst Africa during World War I.

New wargamers are turning up 81l the time in this area, and
even the editor of the Daily Bulletin is not only interested in
the colour picture story of the wargame hobby but has asked if
I can give some reading material on it @s he is interested also
in the hobby!

This evening I will motor up to a town about 14 miles away
to see a window display mentioned in the p@per, of a castle and
soldiers from the collection of a local inhabitant....I've never
heard of him, but who knows, perhaps in time the wargame ranks
will be augmented by one more!

o
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HINTON HUNT FIGURES -

Miljitery and Historiecal Models.

Collectors and wargamers - there are mé&ny recent a8dditions

0 Hintdn Hunt PRisures listed in both 54 mm and 20 mm -
inoluding the new CRIMEAN RANGE in 54 mm sc&lej; plus numerous
other items in eur Napoleonic Range in 20 mm scale, High~
landers and French 0ld Guard hBve recently been added.

i T o o o e B L R o o e 3

ANNQUNCEMENT!

Higton Hunt Figures now have a stall at the CAMDEN FPASSAGH

ANTIQUE MARKBT, ISLINGTIUN (o7f Islington High Street, London.)
Nearest Station THE ANGEL (Underground ).

Open only on Saturdays from 10.30 until 5.%0 p.m.

R T T e o o S sttt o b e b
1

UNIPCRM TRINTS AND CARDS

Hinton Hunt Pizures have ma8de 8vailable to the Collector and
Student of militery uniforms, several wide ranges of coloured
uniform prints 2nd ocards by well-known artists, ecovering the
widest variety of periods aed netions., There 2re 8lso several
booklets on these subjects not previously listed

U O U T S S U TPV O R S

For full lists - ple2se send LARGE stampgd and addressed
envelope (with 6d. stamp) to:-

HINTON HUNT FIGURES,
'Rows ley'
River Road,
Taplow,
Bugks,

England.



TOOKING
AROUND

ATRFIX MAGAZINE, JULY 1965 - in article on military modelling by Chris Ellis des-
cribes converting the Airfix Bren Carrier into various types of fleme-throwing
carriers. 'There is an interesting section on photographing models with one article
entitled "Giving Models a Military Look" which should prove of great interest to
wergemers and collectors. There are also two or three useful end informative let-
ters in the correspondence section.

MINTATURE AUTOWORLD, JULY 1965 ~ Nothing specifically of interest to wargemers in
this mogazine but there is always some interesting data on terrain in relation to
model car set-ups which could well be adapted to wergaming. Also information about
military models occasionally given.

MODEL MAKER, JULY1965 - An interesting article describes the Revell Kit of The
Victory as "...what must certainly be termed the finest plastic kit we have ever
built." Plens ere included also for a Navy Patrol Boat and a C Group Dostroyer
1944 period plus en article describing with illustrations an Elizabethan gallcon.
There are also plans and notes for H.M.S. Pegasus, & Seaplane Carrier of the 1917
period.

I am told that the Air Magezine INTERAVIA recently published a defence supplement.
It coverced ground equipment and included the first pictures that the writer had
seen of the new Vickers Medium Tank developed for India. It is o 37 Tonner with
the engine of the Chieftain but thinner Armour and a Centurion turret and 105mm
Gun. Looks a very efficient piece of machinery. Also there is a diagram of the
new British light tenk with parts common to the Abbot SP 105mm gun but the turret
and armament of the Saladin armoured car. The sum totel of this would appear very
mich like a later mark of Valentine though of course it will be more advanced mech-
anically when finally developed.

HISTORY TODAY, AUGUST 1965 - This contains an excellent article
"FOUR HUNDRED YEARS AGO; THE GREAT SIEGE OF MALTA 1465" by T. H.
 McGUFFIE (author of that excellent book RAND and FILE).

Read in conjunction with the book "THE GREAT SIEGE" by Ernle
Bradford, this article stimulates 2 heady desire to collect models
of this period, build up forte and a harbour 2nd have a 20 g% ‘At
on the table-top!
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MINIATURE FIGURINES,
5 Nortdas-sa—Roady;—

SOUTHAMPTON, Hampshire.

Dear Wargamer,

We would 1liks to gprlegise for auy inconvenience .or delay
you may have suffered during the first weeks of Miniature Figur-
ines, This is 2lmost inevitable during the take-over of &n exist-
ing businsss but ws now fesl mest ©f the sSnsgs and problems are
serted out and we are raring to go.

The «£irvst new figurss To be provduced will be the contiinuztion
of the Austro-Hungarian- -Empire; these will of course, include
mounted troceps.  Within 8 very short time, we shall be able t0v
offer en Austro-Hungarian Army fcllowing the pattern set by our
predecessoers. It is alsp our intention to re-model severzal of
T hezariferSeavalry  fisures ‘and 98 ccurge, proddce Deow. , Ne can
promise that the remoinder of the Austro-Hungarians will be avail-
able within the next three weeks 88 well as the first c¢f our Amesri-
cgn’ Civil “War series.

e heve meny interesting plans for figures and accessories as
we are both active wargamers. All these things need time but we
can @ssure you that we sre working to vur capeeity fo bring out
mere interesting and wanted lines.

We sincerely hope the reputatioen for prcompt delivery Alberken
enjoyed, will be continued by us 8nd our onc alletis to sabisfy you
all.. ¥Ye will welcome &s befere, any criticisms and suggestions you
moy want to put forwesrd.

ey we take this opportunity of wishing you happy wargaming
and look forward to hearing from yeu in the future.

Yours sincerely,

NEVILLE DICKINSON
PETER GILDER

"Mindiature Figurines'.




Carl Johnson tells me that he has a book (52 pages) of text and photos entltled .

"Billy Yank - Soldier of the North" by Howard K. Hayden (price £3.95). It is easy
to read and is an introduction to the Union soldier. It may not
interest the collector who hes many books on the subject but it too is & good start-
ing point. All of the informetion was verified by "The Compeny of Military Hist- 4
orians" who have reviewed the book and sponsor it for younger reeders. Hc yill
have some descriptive literature shortly.

John Margiotta writes:-~ "I would like to bring just ons book to your attention.
"The Influence of Sea Power Upon History 1660-1783" by 4., T. Mahan. This is a mili-
tery classic recently re-published by Methuen at 30s. Od. It studics all the poli-
tical, geographical, cconomic end psychological fectors of wer ot sea and is abgol-
utely essential to wargamers interested in the American Revolution. It was only
after I had studied this war that I fully appreciated the importance of naval war-
fare on history and on wargeming, Wishing no offerce to American readers I am
inclined to believe that the better management of our fleet in this wer would have
led us to ultimate victory. Vol. IV of Lewson's "History of the Uniforms of the
British Army" was published on 28th June. This tokes us into the Napoleonic period.
Roll on Vol. ViI"

I notice in the July firfix Magazine a book entitled "Armoured Vehicles' -
from their conception to the prescent time compiled by G. Bradford. It can be pur=-
chosed from Merberlen Limited ot 7s. 6d. plus 6d. postage. It is a publication of
the Miniature AFV Collectors Lssociation.

I have also rcceived the usuesl interecsting list of new and second-hand mili-
tary books available from Ken Trotmon, 3 Ash Close, Naphill, High Wycombe, Bucks.
England.

NEW CONMERCIAL WARGAUES

I have received two excellent boxed games from the Milton
Bradley Company of Springfield, Mass. 01101, U.S.A. (Chad Valley
in G.B.) The first "DOGRIGHTY pits two squadrvns of American Spad
fighters ageinst two ¢f German Fokker triplanes, but there are
numerous extras such as Anti-sircraft fire, no~mans-land etc. to
contend with. The game is basically simple and only lasts around an
hour; the rules are easily understendablc. Despite this, it is =
game which needs as much skill as luck. Each plane is equipped
with cards giving attack and defence values ~ the luck lies in draw-
ing the right ceards, the skill in the way you play them.

The second game "HIT THE BEACH" is a land wargame - Pacific
area W.¥.2. 1I've not yet played this one but it looks gocd. Other
games are "BAPTLERRY" (Civil War - Bull Run to Shiloh) and 'BROADSIDE"
an 1812 Navel wergame. These games appear to be admirebly suited +
£411 in that odd hour when ¢ worgonme finishes early! Basically
simple. thev can be expended into large-scale operations.
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Alan CG. Gibbs (113 Gaer Park Road, Newport, Mon,) writes: "Bill

Cainan and I have fought over the Patville Valley, and this has
resulted in a crushing Tederal defeat. The armies used are con-
verted Airfix, 2nd include Louisiana Tigers, La Grange Light .
Guard, Pennsylvenia ILancers, Charleston Zouaves, Virginia Cavalry,
Berdan's Sharpshooters, 72nd Pennsylvania Zouaves, Georgia Volun-
teers and 6th Wisconsin Volunteers. I have plans for North
Carolina Militia,"

(Alan Gibbs has produced a new range of model soldiers under the
name of "King's Shilling Models" which he is producing at the rate
of one per month. He reports that they are unusual in that the
figure can be made in the uniform and position desired by the .pur-
chaser. He describes one that he has made as a Fusgilier for the
8° Légér in campaign uniform, suitably tattered and mud-stained.
They are made of cloth on a wire frame and are 4" tall. Infantry
cost £5.0.0., Cavalry £8.0.0 and stand bearers £6.10.0. At pres-
ent, he has models of a Britigh Private of the Peninsular War,

2 Frenchmen and a Drummer of the 8¢ Ldgdr 1808).

Derryck Atwell writes: "Up to press, my main opponent is my 8 year
0ld sons we have fought two U.S. Civil VWar actions -~ mind you, I
have t0o see that the dice roll his way most of the time, but it is
fun. I saw the advert for the Belgian Waterloo Fiesta and foolishly
mentioned it to him - now, I'm landed with a trip to Belgium!! You
have a lot to answer forl"

David Bradley writes: "I very much enjoyed the Military Festival
last BSaturday, the re—construction of Waterloo being particularly
impresgsive.

"At present I am in the second yegr of an Economics Degree atf
Bradford Institute of Technology, this means I only have time for
wargaming during the holidays, but I am able to study the theoreti-
cal side of the hobby, rules, organization etc. UMy main interest
is still*the modern period and I am developing a W.¥W.I set-up, but
seeing the Napoleonic set-up last Saturday, I have been attracted
by that period.

" I am living in a Hall of Residence, I am working out
various schemes for a portable wargame set-up which could be set
up and dismantled quickly, stored easily aund yet still be able to
use model soldiers."



__ Hal Klepak of Montreal writes: "An Fnglish wargamer, John

Kellett from Norfolk, who is a student at MecGill had a week-

end with me. We put on @& reasonable warga8me 8s regards size - :
around 2,200 men (keeping it - the number - low since we tried o
some new ideas). It was Napoleonics and was fought on the

floor as usual., John commanded the Anglo-Wurttemburg forces, o
while Les Carter commanded, in conjunction with Robert Feber, =
the Russian, Prussian, and PFrench enemy (obviously not histori-
cally correct). Bob Umbarger and myself were field commanders
under John. We experimented with the idea of having absent
commanders, that is dohn, supreme commander of Anglo-Wurttemburg
forces, was in one room with a staff member as aide, and the
commander of the enemy was in another room with an aide. This,

of course, caused some confusion 8s when we sent a note to our
C~-in-C, by the time the couriers arrived back with orders, the
whole situation might have changed completely. This produced

the confusion characteristic of Napoleonic battles and added
greatly to the realism. A good but confused time was had by all
concerned except perhaps for John, who was reported to be pacing
back and forth in the other room in 2gony waiting for another
report. I must admit that when the battle became intensely hot,
there were some moves in which my scribe and I were to00 worried

to send word back. The British, becPuse of terrnin (at least

that 1s what we s&y) were immediately at a disadvantage (the e
enemy's guns naving longer range than ours since theirs quickly
mounted hills and there were none on our side at first as we

moved up). The mauling we received‘from the French and Prussians
was rough but the Russians were out-shot consistently. e fell
back op some diplomatic manoeuvres and got a draw in the end.”

Allan 2. Sloane of 23 Bdgewood Road, Lexington, Mass, writes:

e have o club of wargamers which goes under the title of "The
Fastern lMassachusetts War Game Club". Just yesterday, our member-
ship increased by five as I discovered that there was a group

of kids just one town north of me. Ve are quite a young group

as the average age is 15-16, and no one is over 17. Our main
interest is World War II and after, but conflicts of any sort
interest us. I know of a couple of people who subscribe to your
magazine who sare in the group; among whom are Bruce Weeks, our
presidents Jim Drstler; and Dana Ketchum. If you know of anybody
else in the lass. = Rhode Island - New Hampshire area, it would -
be much appreciatedVif you could send me their names and addresses.

=
s

"Our group has had several meetings and we're still tryimg
to compile 8 set of rules that everyone will be familiar with. !
Although everyone will keep and use their own set of idiosyncrasies,
we can use the club rules when we get together. The rules will
resemble Tarr's in a small way, but will be more complicated.



"We are planning to have a campaign using U.S. Geographical
Survey laps for the bagis of terrain. These are excellent maps
and are only 505 a piece. laps can be bought for any part of
“the U.S. and many of its possessions.

"OQur armies are composed mainly of ROCO, DBGM, MINITANK
(or any other names) models. There are a few Authenticast
lead models too.

"T hope that someday in the near future, we can publish
some sort of rule book thet contains 211 the accepted rules,
options, and ideas of lMags., wargamers.

"We had & rezional meeting (7 members) of our club (17
members) on Saturday the 20th. We played a game where Ray
Delaney and myself defended my home town of Lexington. We
used USGS maps, The German atta8ckers, Dave Chisholm and
Ernie Jones, were unable to cutwit the British defenders.

"In the game we used simultaneous timed moves of 2%
minutes each. This makes for a fast-moving game. Not too
realistic for some people, but confusion reaches a high point
in the last 10 seconds of the move. (After moving, we have
simultaneous fire). We used Roco teanks, Airfix infanitry, and
metal, British APC's end Seledins,”

Tan M, Togan of Gloggow writes: "T must protest strongly
against some of the very misleading notions put out by Bill
Gunson.

"Where on earth did he get his figures on the rate of
fire of the Chagsepot and the Needle-Gun? He says that
infantry could load and fire a volley in about one minute.
Thig is very far from being correct. Even in Wellington's
day the infantry could load snd fire volleys at the rate of
three or four a minute. T2 St ook fenr shimes a9 Jlopgs o load
and fire a breech-loader, then the Chassepot would never have
been introduced. In fact, the main objection to the early
breech-loaders was that they fired so rapidly that all the
generals were afraid they would moet %e 3able to organize
sufficient supplies of ammunition to the front lines., The
rate of fire from Chassepot and Needle-Gun wag AT LEAST TWICE
that of the musket -~ more like eight to twelve shots per
minute.

"As for the cavalry, I am afraid Mr. Gunson is the one
who has come @ cropper about the Sudan campaign. At Omdurman
in 1898, the charge was made by the 21st Lancers, not the 17th.
They did break through the Dervishes, and they did inflict a
lot of casualties on the way through. Then they reformed in
rear of the enemy, dismounted, and drove the enemy away by
carbine fire. They did not wish to charge again for the



gsimple reason that the enem¥ were in position in a deep dry
watercourse, which was the main reason why the first attack
had not been fully successful. One can read up Sir Winston
Churchill's account of it in "The River War'".

M,

"Mr. Gunson also makes the common error being too
generous as regards the shock action of cavalry againgt
infantry. He makes it thet if cavalry reach enemy infantry L
they have an even chance of success, Study Napoleonic and
later 19th Century battles and one will find that cavalry
success ag2ingt infentry was a2 rarity unless the infantry
had already been demoralised or badly shaken by artillery
fire, heavy losses, caught in & bad forma&tion, or taken by
surprise, Against unsheken infantry in formation, one chance
out of six would be more realistic,

d

"lollwitz in 1741, Dettingen in 1742, Fontenoy in 1745,
and HMinden 1759 give sufficient proof of the resisting power
of infantry, even when formed in line and @rmed enly with
nuzzle-loading muskets, " o

CSM Ronald W. Sargent, 4/5 Bn The Royal Hampshire Regt., P.B.
Drill Hell, Newport, Isle of Wight writes: "I was aware that
Germany was the home of the flat figure, but in all my time
there I have never seen any on sale., Cowboys and Indians, A
and Romans and Huns, seem to be the most popular games judging

from the toy shops I visitede.

(14

"At the moment I am in the (slow) process of raising armies

for a Franco-Turkish War out of converted Airfix figures. iy

is going to be a continuation of the dispute over the Holy
Places that set off the Crimean War, and is reckoned tc have
taken place just afterwards. French Foreign Legion and Union
Infantry form the basis of Napoleon III's army, whilst the

Turks are being recruited from Arabs and Japanese Infantry! It
will be some time however before the first blood is shed."

Bill Holmes (of Deltorame) writes: "Have been frightfully busy
with models, and have launched myself into tailor-made one-only
specimens for special order. One was for Normazn Newton as a
background to Napoleon bidding adieu to his Generals in 45mm
scale. Quite some job. Another is the castle I have made for
Peter Young in 3%0Omm, It has surrounding city walls enclosing

a small town, Nuremburg style, wherein the houses open up and
contain beds, end 8ll mod. cons., Under the ca2stle is a dungeon
fitted up as the complefe LTorture chamber with fire, red hot -
irons, ball and chain, and the rack. In one corner I installed :
a whisky stili.n

3
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Bob. Trimble writeg:= MI atill ecanlit thinlk of a really gopd way Lo
simulate Ach-ach fire in wargeames. I've thought of combined dics
throws; guessing where the pleane will be on its pre-plenned flight
path, marked out on a map of the table-~top befure take-off and
which must be feollowed exactly — this may be the best ides.

Tony Bath writes:— "I feel thet I must take exception to John Cook's remarks
in the July Newsletter. Some of my best friends don't like flats end everyone is
entitled to their opinions ag to what type of figures are the best. But to say
thet “any warganor who hag not the desire to meke an original or conversion should
not have taken up the hobby" is an intolerant remark which might well put off
many people who got the idea they weren't wanted unless their interests lay in
that direction.

"T have never had the slightest desire to either make an original figure or
to convert, and I don't think anyone is likely to suggest that I shouldn't have
taken up wargaming, Mr. Cook seems to have lost sight of the fact that the raison
d'etre for being a wargamer is to fight wargames, not necessarily make figures.
Modelling, painting etec. zre 211 facets of the hobby, but the whole¢ ides, basi-
cally, is to fight gemes; whether you fight them with beautifully mede original
figurcs or just counters; whether you reproduce actual battles or fight Avalon
Hill games, doesn't matter - it's the geme that counts.

"There's room for all sorts in the hobby, Mr. Cook!"

C. Beaumont writes:= "I heve rules concerning the definition of a retreat or
rcut., To have ecxecuted a RETREAT all units must leave the ficld within 6" of any
one rood leading to their bascline. Units not doing so are considered lost.

® n1f 50% of the rotreating force oxits outside that areca (within 6" of line of
rotreat) the army is considered routed.”

Stephen Connally writes:- "It seemg strange to me that most wargeners have
not taken into zccount the fact that when guns are blecwn up, horsecs mey also be
hit with splinters end maybe killed, I use the following rulec for this purpose,

"Whenever a gun is destroyed and the limber is within 3" a dice is thrown
and the total halved and thet is the number of horses hit. If the dice lands on
an odd number, csll it the next one down, e.g. 5 would become 4. Helf of 4 is 2
therefore 2 horses are hit, 2 4, 5 or 6 saves them., Limbers cennot be pulled by
less than 3 horses.

"Jith this rule I have had ecncmy batteries stuck in no-man's-land, not being
able to move,"

Peter Garratt writes:- "I have been reading H. Rider Haggard's "Child of
Storm" about the Civil War between the Zulu Princes Cetywayo and Umbelazi ending
in the battle of (I've got to look this one up) Endondolkusuke, in December 1856,
Though novels, Heggard's works sbout the Zulus have helped me in a project I have
undertaken at school, writing a history of Zululand from the massacre of Piet




Retief and 68 other Boers by King Dingaan on February &th, 1838, to the overthrow
of Cetywayo at Ulundi in 1879, Haggard is now one of my feovourite authors, rank-
ing in my estcem beside Edgar Rice Burroughs, who, if the number of wers in his

60 books arc an indication would have been z very imaginative wargamer if he had
known about the hobby. In fact, someone with time could probably get a good war-
geme going out of some of his brilliant iders. If you don't believe me recad his , @
"A Princess of Maors" for some new ideas.”

Wi
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W. R, F. Jenkinson writes:- "With reference to Tony Bath's suggestion for a
nmegazine devoted to Ancient Wargames, I don't really think it's a good suggestion.
The Wargemers' Newsletter is surely the correct medium through which a2ll wergshes
should be discussed otherwise one will end up with separate magnzines for all dif-
ferent war periods, at 2 much greater cost than your Newsletter. After all, even
though onc might not necessarily be interested in a particular period there is al-
ways a chance of picking up a few new tips, so I say keep it a2ll in one magazine;
even if you increase the size and cost!™

(I understand that Tony has received a promising number of enquiries, however! Ed.)

Malcolm Woolgar writes:- "My long search for Crimesn uniforms and cquipment
detail has ended successfully! Thanks to a tip from a B.M.S5.S. member I made my
way to the Victoria and flbert Mugeum Library. Thumbing down the index under
"Uniforms - British Icles - Army" I located menuscripts "British Army Uniforms =
1844-1855". The librarian produced three fabulous volumes of the Reynolds mamu-
scripts (these were volumes 20, 21, and 22, so there were more where they came
from!) For two hours I sketched and jotted in my notebook, and some day I'1l go
through my regiments correcting the mistakes in detzil that I made originally.
For one thing all the haversacks illustrated were white - mine: are black!

"I can't stop drooling over these books. One volume deals with the infantry
and covers every regiment in numericel order starting with the Foot Guards, then
the lst Foot, 2nd Foot and so on. Another deals with the cavalry in similar
fashion, and the third covers genersl staff, artillery, engineerg, medical staff
etc. There are plentiful water colour sketches of uniforms, uniform details,
badges, lace, butbtons, photographs, and coplous manuscript notes. If only some-
one could publish them for general purchasel"

Bill Mell writes: '"Have received a set of Napoleonic rules
from Dave Gladding's "County" Group (B.M.S5.S. Wargames Section).
One idea I shall adopt conc=rng counter battery fire or elimination &
of gun crews. They never have a gun knocked out as I/w& do, ruling
thaet it represents a bettery @nd 2 lucky shot just would not do
that. Instead, for gvery gunner '"knocked off" that battery's dice
throw is reduced by one - w' ich does reflect the diminishing >
effectiveness of the battery as & whole. I like this, it's ezay, 2,
realistic and effective."
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UNPAINTED METAL NINIATURES — 9 different 54mm figures of 'Custer's
Tost Stendl (won %rd prize in 'Traditicn' Photo Competition). Set
of 9 - $11.50. General Custer or trooper in overcoat $1.30.

20mm Ancient Greeks aond Romans - 6 different 51.50. Many other
figures, equipnmenft 2nd books., Send Internstional Reply Cdupon

or stomp for list, C.H.JOHNSON, BOX 281, ASBURY PARK 11l., NEVW
IERSEYY 07717, U.sih:

LITERATURE OF WARGAJING - obicintible through this NEWSIETTER.

BOUKS: WNew copies — culy ifzZciiled personally and autographed
by ‘the- author - of 'WiE &L JBESY (now going into sécond edition)
19 ($3) inciuding postzage and packing,
New, autogrphed cories of !TACKLE MODEL SOLDIERS THIS

WAY! by Donpld.F.Peathevesione (author of VWAR GAMES? )

13/6d ($2) including postage and packing.

Electronieally rerproduced copies of the famous book
'LITTLE WARS'! by H.G.WELLS. This includes all plates and the full
text. 1lguinea (%3) per copy including postage and packing.

ahRGAHER‘S ANNUAL FOR 1965 — have you got your copy yet? 60
vages gof lengthy wargesmes articles and features by the experts.

Do you realise that the progromme for the LONDON MILITARY FESTIVAL
contains the rules under which the re-fought BATTLE OF WATERLOQ
wa g conducted? S€nd 1/6d or -2hc e do Bditoe: for a copYe

STOP PRESSII3  The book 'NAVAL WARGAMES - Iighting Sea Batiles
with Model Ships' by Donald.F,Feathersione will be
published on 25th of October next. See NEWSLETTER
for fuller details Yater-on.

ents of not lest then 12 words cost 2/= (30¢)
2 a + SR

11l werds 8% sane wroportiontte
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L s SCLLED TANDSCAPE FEATURES, BUIIDINGS, & UILITARY VORKS - ¥

2 :
30mm, 20mm, and coming upy, 54mm. liedels that look Lived JIm! 9
Send for New Illustrated Catalogue, 6d. '

CUSTOM-MIDE MODELS OF ANY BUILDINGS OF ANY PERIOD 20 ANY PUREBS“‘
Estimetes on Applica‘tian.ﬂ 44

: !
DELTCRAMA ITD., R
BURY, PULBORCUGH, SUSSEX.

A
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