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V1ARGAI'1I NG I N A FAR- FLUFG OUTPOST OF THE El'IPIRE 

by 

Bill Nell 

Well, \'Ie so ldi er on up here in Huddersfield with the attic re­
sounding to Rebel yel ls and a ll that, about once a month. I have 
mi xed fortunes , though that boy Dr.l1o.::; Cltf.f emer;:5 es as our best 
pl ayer on most occasions. I thinlc I can say that though he ' s a lucky 
so- and- so he ' s a first class brain and a great opportunist. 

Recently the attic was unfit for using models due t o decorating 
hazards so we had an Avalon Hil l set- to. Stan As pinall and I carried 
on with our Marathon game of "Blitz Kri eg" whilst Stan al so lost to 
Dallas at :lD-Day" and "Afrika Korps" and Dallas 2.nd I fought a very 
thrilli:rvs f ame of "l'li d,vay" to a draw - due to l ack of time. Playing 
hro Avalon Hi l l f, ames at once is quite a st r ain on the brain and when 
I got to bed I was still at it for an hour or two due to excessive 
stimul ation , but it W2.S one h elluva sess ion. 

There is nothing ver;,' new to r eport reall y. He keep po lishing 
up the rules 2.S required - vlhich s eems often and introducing the odd 
new fe.ctor. Lat est r immick is to simul ate the f2.st transfer of 
reserv es. The 6" basc line i s the boundary behind which troops in 
reserve can be moved along the l ength of the table 2' per game move . 
This is to r e create a rear area which would not really be on the 
t able at all but leaves the reserves in view of ones opponent . Bs­
t.,een the base lines i s the actual battle zone in whieh all troops 
are liabl e to be under fire, where an advance is a rather cautious 
2.ffair of 6" per game move - other than a contact- making charg e of 
course. Once across t he 6" base line reserves, on whom it i s usually 
not worth one ' s whi l e using artill ery , move at normal rat e and suffer 
normal casual ties, but the ability to svli tch them fror:! f l ank to flanlc 
rapidly, has livened things up imr.lensely. It may be war gaming licence 
and a lit t l e unrealistic, but we s ee it as practical app li cation of 
one's i maginat ion to the time and s pac e scale - or space- time con­
tinuum· as I believe some call it: If anyone of course has a 8 0 ' x 
50' war games table and 2.rms lor>..g enough to reach the c entre then they 
have got their r ese r ve a r ea Vlith them plus the intervening country­
side - I hope they have enough terre.in too to fill it up . To sum up, 
if one wishes to refer to what I ill'Jnodestly cal l s Law" I shall 
defino it thus - 'that the speed of movement towardS the enemy i s 
proportionate to the di stance from hi m". With good morale this can 
be stepped up when Vlithin charginG distance and exceeded twofold with 
bB:..<1 morale \-{hen t he urge is to g et to hell outa ther e - or as we say 

t t ' " re rca • ---00000---

RANGn;G RULES FOR }jODERN G.AJllES BY JOHN 

I us e three burst- patterns, a large one, a medium- Sized one and a 
ST!lo.ll one for long, medium and short ranges r espe ctivel y. If a German 
P2k is trying to hit a British machine- gun nest at lone r ange the large 
bur::t-pattern i s first used . If he misses, t he medium- Sized is next 
used in the fo llowing turn. Anoth er miSS means the use of the small 
burst- pattern . It needs a pr etty lousy shot to mi ss thi s time, - if it 
occurs in the next tur n of firing a dice is thrown - 2,3,4,5 ·or 6 is a 
hit. On my burst- patterns t here 8,rc only 5 holes - if a 1 is shaken the 
Shell did not explode . 
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AN AERONUT l 

by 

Bob Trimbl e. 

I have made a firing A.A gun , based on a small Britains gun, the 
actual firing eliminating dice and the mathematical approach to 
knocking down E. A. I haven't had any chance to work on this, 2..ny 
more than on the purely theoretical ideas I put forward about the 
actual use of models, so have no idea whether the moves could even 
be carried out, but I'd visualized the breech/barrel unit cut clear 
of the carriage completely, just enough shiel d l eft to serve as a 
base for the new one, cut from sheet metal or plasticard. The base 
woul d be the classic cross, a platform, round with a cut-out in line 
,vi th the breech, &ouniSed on it. The barrel would be mounted per­
manently, at a 45 - 60 angle, depending on personal preference, 
araldit ed to the base, with phony sheet mounts . Two s eats and crames , 
thos e cut- down ships' wheels are something simi12.r, recoil spring 
housings, a i ming scopes, end cre"l figures should complete it. Two 
aimers, a loader, two or three shell handlers, the gun co~nander, and 
communications runner should be enough for each gun, with a battery 
commander, radio operator, a battery cornm. I'llimer, liaison officers -
e.bout hal f a dozen battery fi gur es in all. Support equipment would 
be a ste.ff car, a couple of motor cycles , a truck for each gun , and 
ammunition transports, say, two more trucks. Pro j ectiles would be 
cotton- tipped swabs, to minimize damage .to the model planes; pro­
perly assembled plastic models Should be totally i mmune , in fact. 
These guns could be used with any scale used for war geming, from 
30= to 20, the "calibre" increas ing , of course, as the sce.le de­
creased, and both sides would use identical guns, the paint job being 
enough to distinguish them, simplifyi ng modifice.tion or the eventual 
production of plans . 
-~ ---'""--

I guess its because of the almost exc l usivel y tactical nature of 
vrvr I c.i r ops that I' ve concentrat ed on this period, this being the 
role thfl.t would most easily justify the necessary expenditures of 
time, effort and money. But I've had some fascinat ing thoughts on 
the use of rocket and jet fighters, night fight ers, air-to- air 
rocl;ets, in fact the whole fi ghter e.rsen2.1 of the Luftwaffe ; I guess 
it was reading "12 O'clock High" that got me going on this line. Can 
you picture a bomber stream of B.Ms and B.24s, under attack by BF 
109s, FW 190s, ME 163s e..nd 262s , BF 110s, the whole inventory of line 
fighters, supported by P . 47s, P.51s and Spitfires? The only limiting 
factors are space, int erest and money. 

Ever since I read "Little Wars" for the first time I've been an 
advocate of firing cannon rather then dice, even though it's been 
ten years and more since I actually go t into a game . I feel all 
firing should be done, in fact, using cannon (Britains 4.7 is the 
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best I' ve ever seen for accu r a cy and r ange) off the table if nec ess­
ary, firing the swabs . Dic e teJ{es too much time and r e duces the 
g ellle to a cours e in probability and the l aws of chance. Vii th an 
actua l projectile there is no question of range or hits: you can 
see where you' are shooting, or being shot a t, no argument possible. 
I' ve a l ways felt the old cry of poss i b l e damage just covers up the 
feeli ng that its undignifi ed to actually ~£oot at t he t a r get , the 
whol e game is undignified, if you Vlant to be cold-blooded, so why 
boggle on a point like this? 

Re formation troops: I've seen crude ones in use , and proper 
ones in photos , and even if I don't get into the a ction I can still 
see how they a re of gr eat us e . tlhat I don 't like i s the sys tem of 
mounting the f i gures per manent l y, as championed by Norschauser, nor 
his system of reg istering t he represented unit's strengt h on a card, 
and constantly keepi ng a fi l e of some sort clos e to hand. This 
changes whe.t shoul d be a fast, f l uid game i nto s ome k ind of account­
i ng class , I feel. 

Second, agai n on I,co r sch2.user' s system, with fi gures permanent l y 
at t ached to the trays , the only way casualties can be assessed i s 
by thi s constant revising on the c2.rds . 'rhe figures should ge, i n 
effect, plugged into a scenic-.;ed tray - bushes , rocks, canno)':! balls, 
debri s , and , when the specific unit has rec eived enough dainage to 
equal what ever number of men are r epr esented by an individuaT,i:Jne 
';Toul d be removed . Casual ties are not invisibl e; it is i mpOss'i'o'1e to 
conceal the litter of dead and 'vounded l eft behi nd by an~ady~ng 
fo rc e t hat has been taken under fire. I don't a~vocate placi ng " 
casualties behind mauled units, even if it vrauld "gi ve a more re­
p.listic effect, unless the i ,ndi v idual pl ayer feels like doing so, 
but I do fee l that the effect of hosti l e fire must be shovffi, by re­
moving enough figures to r epresent these casualti es . 

Just before I :;'eft for the Philipi nes I saw a diorama i n Balboa 
Park' s Aerospp..ce Nuseum that i s , in a "ray, unique: von Richthofen 
2nd a wingman, i n Trip~s , jumpil'lt~ an R.F.C. aerodrome "somewher e in 
Fr ance ." I t could h2.ve used a coup l e of machi ne guns, mounted on 
w~~on wheel s for A/A defense , and the colour schemes wasn 't exactly 
the I'lOst a ccurate I have ever seen , but it ~ the f irst l arc;e- scal e 
diorama I have seen which featured. , much l ess centered, on , model 
pl an es . (I1aybe this is "hat I need as an excuse to fiddle a round 
In th models agai n ). 

'rhought of a situat ion tod ay in which planes could have b een 
instantly decisive: the staged, 8.r mor fi ght i n your first bo ok. How 
10Y'.g woul d the Panthers a nd half-tracks have lasted if half a dozen 
Thunderbo l ts, tlustangs , or ~'yphoons had jumped the!!!? If as many 
JU . 8 7crs with 40= cannon under each wing or Hs129s with 4 20Jl11ll in 
the nose had h it the She.rmEms ? With their prim2.ry forces destroyed, 
how long would. it have taken for the ground- pounders to be over-
run and wiped out? ConS i der, too, that they would beStrafed and 
poss ibly bombed . The side that achieves and mai ntains control of 
'tho air space above the batt l efield, whether mode l or r eal, will win, 
2nd i ts about time Warg amers who wo rk in the modern period r ealize 
this. 

Scal e: Ho re aircraft are availabl e i n 1/72nd , fro m, the ,E;tand-
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point of types, t~an anY other. There isn ' t one major type of plane 
used dur ing WV! 2 that. isn't represented by at least one prototype 
model made by some company in Wester n Eur ope, the U.S., or Japan. 
In some instances , lllotably the rh tsubishi Zero- Sen , every model but 
the prototype itse~f i s available f r om somebody, a l though the 
quali t y differs dr!ast;ii cal ly , a l ong vri th accur acy. '1M I is near ly as 
well-covered now, particularl y s i nce Revell started. their "Warbirds" 
series. Two- seaters are scarce, unfortunately: the only DEH 4 avail­
ab l e is Aurora's in 1/ 48th, a scal e us el ess fo r war games unl ess 
one intends to cbncentrate on the air phase and move outside to get 
enough room. Qual ity ranges r apidl y from poor (Airfix ' s all kits; 
I haven't seen any of the new or r evoked models yet) to ver y good 
(most of Revell's WW I line) , and even to excel lent (Revell 's S.lE.5a 
is beautiful). All are relatively cheap, at least i n Engl and, 2/-. 
to 2/11d., so the l imiting factor is number. 6 planes is the dead 
minimum which could be called a squadron, this giving either 3- plane 
Red and Blue Flights, ' or 2- plane Red, Bl ue and Yellow. Ideally, 
each quadran would consist of a dozen planes, with two spares, re­
gardless of type or mission (the giants, the Zepplin- Stacken and 
S- S types could get by with Six as could, really, any heavy bombers , 
such as the Gothas and A.E .G.s). 10 squadrons - 60 planes - should 
be more than sufficient to at least start a war with. 

vlliile the plastic kits currently available are good enough for 
war games, where scale struts, :t:illed seams, and rigging arc un­
necessary, the crew figures, as furnished, are anything but. Airfix 
and Frog include crews that l ook marginal ly human, at best, while 
Revell often doesn't even use the same scale (their S.P .A. D. 13 pilot 
is classic the plane 1/72nd; the pilot 1/144th, exactly half the size 
he Shoul d be). This is where the war gamer comes into his mill, since 
he has generally spent enough time converting figures to be able to 
populate his entire air arm with accurate pilots and gunner/observ­
ers, even down to 1/72nd (27mm) portrait pieces. (Considering the 
amounts and typ es of clothing worn by a ircrews who didn't care for 
the idea of freezing at altitude , this wouldn't be too difficult). 

:B'or a while I was wobbling over color schemes, but if accuracy 
in uniform colors is insisted upon, then accuracy in aircraft color 
schemes is just as essential. It is easier to duplicate a real 
squadron marking or paint job than to dream one up, after all, and 
it takes just as much time to do an accurate job as one that is based 
on imagination. \'lith the research that is being done, and more im­
portant published , there is no excuse for doing the job anyway but 
right. ---00000---

"J\ apoleonics - Sale or exchange for collector's fi gures, prints, etc., 
of Scottish military interest. The following Hinton Hunt fi eures un­
painted (in fact untouched). 18 men, 5 officers, mus icians of the 
follm.rinp: . Ei[chland ers cha r ,:o;ing, Ei e:hlanders firing: , Gua-rds cha r ging , 
Voltic eurE: firing . Each 20/- d . 16 Scots Greys charging , 25/- d. 
22 Viniature Figurines Hie;hlanders char ging 15/- d. 21 odd figures 
to whoever buys most. 
Alex Garden, 34 Yarmouth Drive, lTorthender, I"Tanchester 23." 
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NnTIATURE FIGURU'ES 

THE LOVTEST PRICED CAST- METAL 1JARG.AMES FIGURES I N THE 1;lORLD 

5 Northam Road, 

Southampton. 

'EeL No • 20855. 

The Metal Soldier l'1anufacturers run by W.ARG.AJ:'lERS for WARG.AJ:1ERS 
offer the following increase to the Napo leonic Rang e of fi :;ures in 
t he 20mm scale :-

BN 21. Bri tish Officer with Colours. 
All 15. Aus trian Fusilier Standard Bearer. 
AN 16. Austri an Grenadier Standard Bearer. 
FN 26 . Prench Line Infantry Eagleb earer. 
PN 9. Prussian Grenadier Ste.nd8.rd Bearer. 
PN 17. Fruss ian Musketeer Standard Bearer. 

The Ancient Reng e i s continued by the ad.di tion of a furthe r 22 
models and introduces two new Countries as follo\'ls: -

AB 1. 
AB 2. 
iCE 3 . 
AB ~ . 
AB 5. 
AR 10. 
AH 11. 
Ali 8. 

AGH 9. 

All. 9. 
AiL 2 . 
.AE 2. 
AG 2. 
AF 2. 
Jill 3 . 

Byzantine Officer. M'! 1. 
Byzantine Standar d Bearer. 
Byzentine He avy Spearr.lan . .AJ:l 2. 
Byzantine Heavy S wo rdsman . Mvi 3. 
Byzantine Heavy Archer 

Praetorium Guar d Spearm2.n. AG 6 . 
Fraetori un Guard Swor dsman .. 
Roman Light Ingantry Si-lord .AG 7. 

Gr eek Slinger with Shield. 

Assyri an Light Swordsman . 

Assyri2n Standard Bearer. 
Egypt i a n Standard Bearer. 

N 4. 
A 3. 

Hace donian Standard 
Bear er. 

r.-;accdoni en Spearman. 
~lp.ccdonian Swordsman. 

Gaul or Ce lt in Wi nged 
Helmet with Spe2T. 

Gf.1.ul or Celt in "Ti ng ed 
He lmet with Sword. 

l'iorm811 with SVlOrd. 
Saxon \vi th Swo rd. 

Gaul, Cel t or Viking St2.ndar d Bearer. 
Pcrsi&~ St8ndar d Bear er. 
Rom8n Eagl cbearer. 

All the above are Foot fi gu r es and with the except i on of 
Standa rd Bearers retail at our usual price of 9d per Casting. The 
Standard Bearer s are priced at ls .Od. and e.re made so that, i deal l y 
the customer can 8nimate his o\m fi gures. 

Do not forget our special Yiarge.mers faci lities as advertis ed in 
the last four i ssues of the Newslett er. More information on reques t 
by sp ecifyi ng t hc facility r equired 8nd enclOSi ng a st emped 
addr essed envelope . 

For our now extens ive rall8e of figures, write now P.l1d do not 
f org et to enclose stamped ad.dr essed envelope . 

l-lI FIATURE FI GURI nES 



LITERATURE OF WARGMUNG - obtainable through this llli'VISLETTER 

EE\'n "AIR WARG.AIIES" by Donald F.Featherstone. Published October 
17th, 1966. Rules for battles "rith model 2.ircraft. 31s.6d. (%4.50) 
including postage and packing . 

"ALL FOR A SHILLING A DAY" by Donald F.Featherstone. The story 
of the 16th Lancers in the Sikh War of 1845/6. A bunch of recruits 
do their incredibly tough training and then go to fight in the 
Battle of AliwaL 31s. 6d. (%4.50) including postage and packing. 

BOOKS: New copies - ?ersonally inscribed and autographed by the 
author "'iIARGAMES" 22s. 6d . ($'3.25) including postag e and packinc;. 

"TACKLE HODEL SOLDIERS THIS VrAY" 13s.6d. (%2.00) including 
postage and packiJ1.g. 

"NAV.AL VIARG.AI"IES" (Battles with model ships) 31s.6d. (%4.50) 
including postage and packing. 

All by Donald 1'. Featherstone. 

Electronically reproduced copies of the famous book "LITTLE 
viARS" by H.G.VJELLS. This includes all plates and the full text. 
1 guinea (%3.00) per copy includ.ing postage and packing. 

A new book "lTARGANES TERRAIN" by Donald F.Featherstone (with a 
c;uest-chapter by Peter Gilder). Hany pages of photographs together 
with chapters on: Sandtables; Rising ground; Polystyrene terrain; 
woods; trees; bushes; roads and rivers; buildings; Split-level 
terrain; Varying types of Terndn; 1IThy do \'Ie need Terrain? etc., 
etc. Price lOs. 6d. CtL50) including postage. 

A series of handbookS dealing with ,vargaming. 

L Rules for Ancient VTRrgames (1000 B.C. to 900 A.D.) by Tony 
Bath. 

2. Rule s for Ivledieval Period by Tony Bath . 
3. Rules for 1750 :Jerioo in Europe hrith supp lementary rules 

for operations' in l~erieR) by Tony Bath. 
4. Rules for Napoleonic Warga.'1les by Donald Featherstone. 
5. Rules for American Civil '1largames by Donald Featherstone. 
6. Rules for Lat e 19th Century Wargames by Donald Featherstone 

(including Colonial \flars against Hatives) by Donald 
Featherstone. 

7. Rules for 1917 period wargame in German S.rT.Africa (includ­
ing rules for early tames, armoured cars etc) by Donal d 
Fep.therstone. 

8 . Rules for 1944 Normandy-type \Iargame by Philip Barker. 

3s.6d. each (50c) or the set of 8 for 1 guinea (%3.00) including 
postag e. 
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"LETTERS RECEI VED" 

J • F:'Ha l don writes: - "To return to the sub,j ect of standardisation, 
Bob Chapman of our g roup has come up with an i dea whi ch I think shoul d 
be i mplemented at once. It is that there shoul d be a standard set of 
rules , \'lOrked out by a committee of the more experi enc ed Vlar g amers , to 
be used specifically between clubs and c r oups, thus maki ng joint club 
wargames much simpler . Cl ubs could have their own rules within them-
selves and when ano t her c l ub invites one ' s OWD club to a joint 
sess i on, there would be a ready made set of rules, for t he required 
period, a lready prepared. Perhaps the "1,Tewsletter" coul d be us eo. as 
an 'ideas sorting office' for acl.justing ana reorgani s ing the rules, 
and thus the problem of standard.i sat ion on a larg e s cale would b e 
virtually solved!" (Such rules already exi s t: There a r e 8 booklets 
of a ll pen.od rules so ld by thi s magazine . Ed . ) 

• Steve Greenhill writ es: - " I t hought I ",oul d add a little fuel to 
the cavalry ' fire ' . Her e i s an extract from Roderick i'jilton' s "T ell 
Them in Sparta" , a book dealing ,'rith Xerxes ' (son of Darius) i n­
vasion of Greece in the 5th century B . C. This p i ece is taken f rom 
the description of t he batt l e at t he river Esopus, near Iiount 
Cithaeron . 

"Only once di d the Persians try halting t he battalion by a direct 
~ assaul t with swords. They charg ed in, howli ng their batt l e cri es , 

us i ng the wei: ,ht and momentum of their 8,ssault to stop the advance, 
A shudder ran throuGh t he battalion as it met the charge and s too d 
its g round.; the long Spartan spear s ripped into man and beast a lik e , 
and with scarcely a pause t he batt a lion marched on over the "rreck of 
the attackers. Aft er t he l esson the }'ersians confined thems el ves to 
their usual tactics - shoot i ng thei r arrows from outside stabbi ng­
:range . Amompharetus ' men had unwittingly proved Pausanias ' cont en­
tion, that no cavalry would stop determined and well disciplined 
i nf&'1try . :; 

Patrick Griffiths of Quarry House , Quarry Drive, Aught on , Lancs, 
writ es: - "I wonder i f I mi;;ht take up a Tlo int r aised by Fred tI . Viet­
meyer in the latest issue of the !' No~Jslet terH ? Ee claims that Sappers 
in the Napo l eoni c perio d wore cuirass and helmet primarily against 
long range mUSket r y. I am not at a ll sur e that thi s is corr ect, 
because thi s was not a type of f ire to which they expect ed to be 
subject ed . In Gl over's "Peninsular Preparat ion " it states that in 
regular s ieg ework unspecialised infantry woul o be used to di g trenches 
between 600 yards a1"ld 300 yards from the place under at t ack , then at 

• 300 yards, vrhen "long r an8e musketry" started to t ake effect , h alf 
trained i nfantry woul d be empl oyed for t he next 200 yards of approaches . 
Only at 100 yards and nearer would the real special ists be used, i n 
c l ose co- operation with the miners , in a really savage form of c lo se 
quar ter trench fi ghting . They might expect their digg i ng to be i n­
terrupted at any moment by 8. sally or by an exploding mine . At such 
clos e quarters they needed a ll the p r otection t hey could get; hence 
the a rreour . The hel met and cuirass woul d be used rather as the 
helmet vl8.S on its first introduct i on into the first \[o rld War i as a 
protect i on ag ainst fal ling trench walls, and mo r e especially , f l yi ng 
splinter s from expl od i ng shellS and hand grenades , let alone mines . 
Hand.- to- h8nd fi ght i ng wi til bayonets o r pickaxes coul d be expected , 
and a ll this mus t have made some form of armour i ndispensab l e. It 



must be r emembered , howevcr, t hat t h is f orm of \'!8.rfa r e , with r egu l a r 
protracted siege op e r at ions , waS beco=i ng lar~ely obsolescent aft er 
the French r evolut ion. It was a conc ept brought to its p rime by 
Vauban and his e;eneration, where a lo!\'j fight by a few expensively 
equipped and trained. specialists 2.t the sap heads ,'ras found to be the 
best way to make strateGic prog res s . 1Tapoleon preferred to fi ght full 
s ca l e batt l es and get his fortresses on the cheap aft e r the v ictory , 
and Wellington, "There he had to take fortresses, usually found he had 
no time and no trained men, l et alone no s iege guns, and had to do it 
by a quick and bloody assault. 

As for cuirassiers on horses, it is true that their principa l 
use was against infantry, but they wer e equally employed against 
cavalry, and when they vrer e , their armour must have been of the great­
est benefit ag ainst sword thrus ts. I think that apart from t hat, its 
value must have been chiefly moral, to impress friend and fo e alikc . 

, That it was not milit a rily vi tal i s borne out by t he fact that the 
British , 2~ODG other countries did not employ it, and di d very well 
a,gainst i nfant r y at Alamanc a , 1iiaterlo o e tc. If it s purpos e was p ro­
t ection against musk et r y, it would surel y have been more intelligent 
to give the armour to the horse . I think it f ar mo r e likely t hat 
armour W2.S used mainly for morale boosting anC', cavalry fi ghting -
after all, it was a r elic of the mi<!dle ases , when cutting Vleapons 
had been sup r eme ." 

ChriS Beaumont writ es : - "I have pondered on how effective to ma1;:e 
Civil 'liar c8.val ry against infantry and now I ha.ve made s ome rules 
which satisfy me , 2.t l east. If the cavalry are malcing a frontal 
assault 1, 2, 3 allows them to charge home on thc infantry. If they 
do not, 2.nother throw determines whethcr they swervc and, continue 

' their full move to the r ight or left of the i nfant r y, I n swerving , 
they become a di so r ganised unit. I f, on t he other hand, they do 
charg e home , a dice thr ow of 1 or 2 means that the infant r y a r e broken 
and f l ee . 

In the case of a r ear or flarik attack the caval ry charge home 
automatical l y and the i nfantry mus t throw to see whethe r they s tand . 
Incident ally , if the infantry do brealc, the cava lry NUST comp l et e 
their full move di s t ancc , Since t he horses would hardly be i nc lined , 
or, indeed , ab l e to come to an i=ediat estop . " 

L. S .Ford writes: - "I now fi ght American Civil Var and Modern type 
battles on a 6 ' x 4 ' baseboard us i ng moulde d polystyrene and polyfilla 
on blocks of h a rdboard. I h av e found thi s method to be extremely tidy 
and space saving as comp a r ed with my old s et up of a semi - permanent 
sand table which occupied n early all of one small bedroom (and was not 
ve r y popular when we had visi tors sta~'i ng with us). Now I ban ' c r ect my 
' battleficld in my bedroom ' with no mess, which was the main object i on 
to the sandt ab l e being i n my room, and anyway it' s not ve ry comfortable 
s l eeping in a san dy bed. 

Reg arding the r ecent correspondence in the ' NevlSletter' about the 
film ' Battle of the Bulge ' I would lik e to know what happened to t he 
U.S .A . }:' . and R . A. F . when the ' weather cleared' ( as f a r as I can recall 
the only p l alC.e i n the film was a spotting plane,) which would appear 
to devi ate so much from the facts as to be absurd." 

• 
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B 0 0 K S 

'Ilargamer A.F.F . Froom writes: "In the Book Review section of the 
l atest ' Newsletter' you refer to another work on the subject of the 
Leg ion by O'Ballence, it i s the 'Story of the Lingage Legion ' (Faber 
307-) but better as a companion to l 'I ercer' s book i s another by 
Patrick 'l'urnbull, "The Foreign Legi on" (Mayf l ower Pap er Back 5/-. 
September 1966 ). 

I f you a r e i nterested in this fasc inat i ng field g et in touch with 
Charles tIilass i n of 111, Rue des Soupir, 88 :Cpil'lal, Voges, Fr ance. He 
i s an ex Ad.jutant- Chief (RSl'i) of the 2nd Regt. with a most interesting 
career in the Legion ranging from the 13th Demi Bde in the Free French 
Forces, to Indo China and No r th Africa, Colonial Paras etc . 

He has produced vari ous collections of notes , probab l y the most 
useful would be his 'notes on Uniforms , eouipments, weapons and dis-

. t inctive badges of t he Foreign Legion 183 i - 1962 ' 'available at £ 1 
incl. postag e . Another of his works deal s exc l usively with c l oth and 
metal badges of the Legion 1831- 1965, but I do not know if copies are 
avai lab l e or t he p rice . Although the text to the above a re in french 
I found no difficulty in understanding t he captions ." 

Newsletter subscriber Capt a in D.Je r emy of 55 Air Despatch 
Squadron, RCT . , Royal Air Forc e Station , Seletar, c/o G.P.O . Si ngapore, 
tells me that a profuse l y illustrat ed history of hi s Regiment, 
privately printed , c <tn be obtained f rom h im at 9s . 6d . His tories of 
sm<tll unit s a r e rare , mainl y because of prnh ibitive printing co s ts 
and a s trictly limit ed market - but such enterprises deserve support . 

Illustrated prog r ammes of the Trooping of t he Colour 1966 can be 
obtained a t 2s .- d . each f r om t he Army Information Centre , Below Bar, 
Southampton . These a re an interesting souvenir an d a re very well d.one . 

Pan books are i ssu-ing. in paper back four of the "British Battle 
series" originally put ou t in hard back by Batsford . At p r csent t hey 
deal with the Spani sh Armada , The Somme , Battles of the English Civil 
,far, and TrElfalgar . 'Tr2.falgar' is Em cxcellent book , i nval uab l e to 
t he Naval i!argamcr. It li s ts (1) t he ships of each fleet gi ving , 
commander ( s ), number of guns 2Jld numbers of casualties . Ther e a r e 
l ine dr E'.,vi ngs of Admiral Villen euve and a l1i dshipman of 1799. E' l eet 
Hovements before Tr afal gar. Thc ' Fi ght i ng I!emorandum '. Sai l or (1807 1. 
P1 2Jl of Nelson's approach . The position of t he two fleets at noon on 
October 21st, 1805 , showi l1..g the shi ps of the line and the 'Eunyal us' 
frigate . There is 2.1so numerous illus trat ions in Photogr avure . 

Another it em of i n t er est to Naval VTar gamers i s a new magazine 
"Naval Reco r d" which deal s with ships of the present day worl d fleets. 
I n t he for eword to t he first i ssue it is s t ated tha t there will b e 
future art icles dealing with t he h i storica l aspect of warshi p deS i gn 
and evolution . The magazine i s publis he d b i-monthly at 3s . 6d . from 
r10ni tor PUblications of 23 Fair12.\·Jtl Court, London H. 4 . 

The r e are some exceptionally good books on the markot thi s month 
one such i s "Eag l e Day" by Richard Colli e r (Hodder and Stoughton, 35s .). 
This is a very human h i s tory of the Battle of Brita in, those int eres t ed 
in s ea warf2.re will like "The Sea Our Shiel d" by CE',ptain V1 .R .Fell 



(Cassell, 36s.). This is a pr~ctical book by the submariner who was 
told to produce the humcl.ll torpedo. 

Alex1'..nder l'1cE:ee is repros ont cd on the bookstalls at the moment by 
two books - one "Vimy Rid~~e" (Souvenir Press, 35s.) anothor one of 
those Great ~!1'.r works that m21ces you stsnd back and wonder if they were 
not supermen who fought, because surely nothin;~ hume..n could have 
survived. AJic'.. his other book is a Pan pp.perback at 5s. called "Caen -
Anvil of Victory". 

Edmund Vilson has written a book on the:: .Americsn Civil War en­
ti tled "Patriotic Gore " which is a paperbe.ck published by Oxford 
University Press a t 24s. It consists of materie.l from specches and 
diaries 1'.nd reports etc., in the voice of their times. 

Ho.jor- General J .L .I'loulton has vlTitten "The Norwegian Campe.ign of 
1940" (Eyre and Spottiswoode, 55s.). This book melees fascinatin; 
rep.ding of the hUl!llllin ... and hawinG th?t went on about whether or not 
the Allies Should occupy F1':rvik . It is a very accurat e ~nd easy to 
read book on a fe.scinating aspect of the early de.ys of V[orld Har II. 

EDv!ARD SUREN 

57 OVington Street, London S.W .3., England . 

30 rum military miniatures 

From Ancients - to 17th 18th snd 19th Century figures. 

High quality figures for the connoiss eur 

List of the full renee availe.b l e on application. 

-
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/ LOOKING AROUND 

~irfix Nagazine - October 1966. This issue contains a most 
:i,n.terestin,cr articl e by Peter Chamberlain on the Sherman Tank. 

-Evidentl y intended to be in a number of parts, this section deal s 
"nth its design and development and is profusely illustrated. An 
illustrated conversion method for making a Norman Knight out of the 
Airfix Richard I kit will be an interesting "filler" for the long 
wint er evenings • Hilary Doyle has an illustrated article on building 
a King Tiger tank from Airfix Tiger and Panther kits - this is very 
informative and valuable to the modernist. As usual t here are a 
number of letters in the correspondence column dealing with topics 
of interest to \'i'argamers. This magazine gets more and more interest­
i ng from our point of view each month. 

r1o~~,Boats - October 1966. Contains part two of the article on 
building small scale waterline model s - a series of articles absolute­
l y invaluable to the Naval li1ar gamer \'1h o wants to make models that are 
normall y unobtainable in kit form. Pl ans and instructions for making 
an 18th Century Eng lish Naval Cutter. Also plans and details of 
Japanese Cruisers of Horld I'lar II and before. 'I'his magazine is a l so 
one of the greatest i nterest to those 2Jl10ng us Vlho have a leaning 
towards the sea. 

~oldier Magazine - October 1966. Profusely and brilliantly 
illustra ted as usual, this copy contains an interesting article on 
the Zulu Army \Vith a fine action 'still' from the film "Zulu" . The 
East German Army have 8Jl article of their ovm together with pictures 
(Brian Baxter are you listening?). The reg imental history of the 
Gordon Hi ghlanders and the usual book reviews, correspondence and 
other articles concerning the modern army which are of interest. 

V edett e (the bi-monthly mag azine of the National CEl_pi tal IVlili tary 
Collectors of Washington, D. C., U. S .1..) This magazine has been 
receive d for the first time as a result of a reciprocal arrangement 
between the National Capital Hili tary Collectors and VTar gamer' s 

,--i'T'ewsletter. If you \Vish to have your own magazine I suggest you write 
to Vedette, P.O.Box 241, Silver Spring, Ilaryland, 20907, U.S.A. I 
found this a sparkling 8.lld very interesting , and well p ro duced, 
mag azine. For example t here is a l eng thy list of the colours of 
cannon of the Napoleonic p e riod vThich would have been invaluable to 
me a few months ago when I began to paint my own. There are lively 
notes and correspondence columns; details of incidents at various 
battles and detailecl articles on the soldi e rs of the Great Northern 
War of 1700 to 1721 (Swedish, RUSSian, Saxon, Danes mld Norwegians). 
There is an interesting article on a neglected asp e ct of the Napol­
eonic ilars - the SceJldinavian involements of 1808-1814, in this case 
the Russo-Swedish viar of 1808-1809. There are highly detailed 
uniform notes on the cavalry of the DuchY of Varsaw 1807-1813 and 
adverts of interest to Wargamers. It is hoped that other groups will 
also exchange their magazi nes with us so that we can each g ive 
deserved comments on the ever g rowing literature of wur hobby 



The Gr enadie r (The Bulletin of thE) Cheltenham v{ar games Club) -
Octob er 1966 . Thi s lively little t wo page magazi ne i s a mo del of 
what all "la.r games Clubs shoul d have to k eep them together . A chatty 
editorial with a ver y att r active- soundi ng Agincour t campai gn i n 
pr epar at ion . Vlar games reports take up the r est of the bulletin with 
the exception of the s tory of t he Gloucestershire Re gi ment exhibit i on 
hel d in Chel tenham from the 1s t t o t he 15th October. 

Dispatch ( J ournal of the Scott i sh Group of Model So l dier 
Collectors) - No.28. September 1966. }<'ull of interest as usual. 
Contai ns art icles dealing with Dutch military uniforms; mounted 
infantry of the Zulu 'lIar 1879; a most amusi ng and provoeative article 
by Janker-Vlallah (Shamus Wade ) on the fancied transfer of the struggl e 
between Russia and Brit ain f or British India transferred to the 
Americe.n continent. There are extensive and up to date notes on the 
l at est model so l dier s; on books; on pl ates 2~d prints; military band 

. records; and a livel y correspondenc e column. This must be the bes t 
val ue at 7s. - d. per annum in the hobby: 

Table Top Talk - September 1966 . If you want the American 
att itude towards war gami ng this is your publication: Published by 
Jack Scruby thi s issue contai ns editorial comments and an i llust r ated 
a r ticl e on the Table Top Gener a l of the month. Fred Vietmeyer, a 
r egul ar contributor to this magazi ne, writes on Bal anced Napo l eonic 
Armies vlhi l s t Gerard. De Gre of the Model General Club writes on Inca 
we2.pOllS . lI'ewell Chamberlin does his usual book not es, there is a 
t actical probl em complete \rith map and a pl ea for 18th centur y war­
games . The Swedish Army Organization of 1807-181 5 is given and a 
uniform guide for Napol eonic war games f i /:ures by David Rusk completes 
this i ssue . Thi s magazine shoul d be t aken by all War gamers. 

Dave Geiz reports on the 3rd Annual Eastern Regi'hal Wargamers 
Conv ention. 

This event was he l d last week, it was a bi g success - over 100 
geopie attended - 20 more than l ast year. 20 tabl es (8 x 6) were 
fil l ed with displ ays of armi es and dealers had another 7 or 8 t ab l es . 

Four 10 minute · t a l ks were given by Pa.t Condr e.y (The Use of Ce.val ry) 
D2.ve Geiz (T e.cties on the game board), Ed r1iller (Hovl to s t art your 
Army), Henry Bor denstal (Fighti ng in W.W.II ) . After this , 5 demon­
stre.tion games wer e played. Dave Geiz and Ray Howery (Hapoleonic 
1815 ), Pat Condray and Al Kowal Ski (1630 Pikes and muskets ), Henry 
Bordenstal and friend (W.W. II - Europe) , Mike Arnovitch and friend 
(vT. Vi .II - Africa) and Bob Wall and fri end (Ancient sea battle). After 
dinner another 5 or 6 challenge games were pl ayed. 

On Sunday Dave and Pat stood Blair Stonier, Bob Wall , Ray Mowery, 
Ed Miller, Jerry Hedges and Charly Youngb l att. Since we coul d not 
deci de on rules v</c used yours (Presumably thos e from book "\vARGAMES" 
Ed.) . After 5 game moves we all quit because we could not decide who 
was right! Pat 2~d Bl air at t his point had lost e. wheel to a gun 
and 11 light infantry while inflieting l osses of 7 line i nfantry, a 
spiked gun and 23 cavalry of which 3 r egiments had 50~~ casualties and 
l eft the board. Ed rhller and his crew deserve a big vote of thanks 
for the wonderful Convention and it is heartening to sec it improve 
from 50 the first yea:r to 80 the 2nd year and over 100 t his year. 

• 

• 
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..... ,',,,. · .Phifa'-d~~lp}~~a .P~:::€' =;: C la~'tn OJ:'~ , De! ~>.ware 

MANUFAC T URER AND DIST RIBUTO R O F 1 • 1200 II 

F IGHTING SHIPS O F TH E ,\YOH L D. Merchant Ship s 
o f the s ame sca l e . ""l INn T ank Models, C ivi l 1Var 
I-r onclads - Union ;.1:::(: C,)~):::.;der;.! t "" F R EE C AT ALOG . 

- ' - - - - - - - - - -

"}u,r d t! 11 ::; 
' .r.. \) ... .~ , 

:::\: n':;'..I.J)..i.~\,r.. , 

~~T' ;:; Or: , 
Snr L' e:f ·. 

,.-- - - - C. H. JOHlWON 
P.O. Box 281 
Asbury Park, 
N·.J., 07712, 

Ei"li to,ry 
iCinigtures 
BookS - Prints 
Games U ~ , ' 

.0 .. .1"1.. " 

Catering to collectors of cvcry persuasion. 
2, double welcome. 

·;argamers will rocei v~ 
'-. 

Our service encompasses miniatures for the most discerning collector&-< . 
in most scales as well as battleground scenery, paints, books, prints, 
wars;ames and accessories. Write for illustrated lists. 

---~--.-------------------------------------------------------------

RATES FOR ADVERTISI NG IN THIS MAGAZINE. ---------------------------------------
F ULLPAG"E: 
HALF PAGE: 

£2;10;0 (~\7) per month. 
n. 5-. 0 ( ~)3. 5 0) do. 

QUARTER PAGE: 
EIGHTH PAGE: 

12/6d 
7/0d 

( ~:;2) per month. 
(+1) do. 
"' n entire ye ~ r s ad v e rtising or~er~~ And ~ ?id for in Bdv 3nce will gg~~ 

~d£sciciGrit ol~orit ri i ~bDve '~~sic r Btes. 

Full Page: 

The above basic rates are for a typed advertisement. If any 
S"ort of lin_e_ draVling. , ph.otog raph 01' i l lustration f-orms' part 
of the advertisement or if lettering is of any other type-fa~ 
than is possible via's typewriter then a special electronic 
st'oncil is necesS'ary. This adds to the cost of the adver:t': 
a:; it haG to be cut and, wit·h stretching, will only last for ' 
three months isg·ues of the Newsletter. Thus, if you want to 
use these stencils in your advert it will be hicessary to add 
the following sum to your yearly·advertisement. 

£2.12.6 017.50) Half Page: £1.7.0 ((i4-) QUarter Page: 13/6 
( ()2 ) 

Classified Advertisements: 2d per vlord (minimum 12 words"). 



AGH I YOORlJWN BATTLES 
let t mID;' supply the troops oDd equipment!.· 

AM€AICAN CIVIl. WAR 
UNION ARMY_04, p.cetta 

With AI RF1X It'S ea!':-y and inexpensi ve. 
AJRFIX OOIHO qauge models are 

_\ locredib11 at.curate miniatures. 
. I 'S Eacr set costs only 2/- . 

KORP~ .J _. You can have a full scale 'la, "a ~ t, on your hfWd$ for less than 2Q/-! 

"" ."-. ~ 
....... ,.,;~ '<:'::""'t· .... ~ 

AU. flGURfS IN 
REAUSliC ACIION POSES! 

Qthc" models in the AIRF'X OO/HO ra n:)c 
of Sc.tle Fiq!.lre:) tiT each ,,,tail 

, Wi 

Ai',·, 
' . 

. . 

Gl,,1I'd~ Bt'lnd 
F <.Inn Slot-.k 
Cowbov~ 
WJ9011 "1 rain 
Ju~a"fse In!;mtrv 
Sherjff 01 NoUir;gh<tEll 

Cnk,v' ?iJf~1 
Gent'"n InlJII!ry 

U,S. M;HtOC' o; 

Amos (fJ...,o,w !t;) 
U,S. Covalry 

Inf COIl'lba! (,roup 
C! Vlllall Personne l 
~ o(f.'ig p.: Legid fl 
F:u 3l'.i.w Ii:f"nlrv 
Roblll : :0od 
Pcu.ltroOpE'!s 

Othf)t irlodels of WflA,)OnS 

and an"oured vehich!:!l all 2(· to lj. ~a(:h 

P.mthac T<jf'lk 
Palller A%~u!l GWI 
8rl)" Gur. CarrieI' 
Ger!oan A:llI ourr:<l Car 
8u11.]!0 A ,nllhil..II<l11 

Ch<1fcllill Ta nk 
$1(lIln Tank 
Centum'" T~nh. 
DUKW. 

EfGHTH AR·[!'!Y - Iil pie-ce 

AMERI CA N CWIl. WAR 
CONF(IJEN'AT~ ARWlY- "!I pi~/;'tl!! 

~.POU"OER FI[Lll GUf.i 

. 8ftl$TOL BLOOOHOUNO ... , 

CONSTRUCTION KITS 
FROM MODEL, HOBBY AND TOY SHOPS, AND F, W . WOOLWORTH. 


