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TowARDS A SEVEN'I;EENTH CENTURY WARGlIME - II 

by 

Peter Goul desborough 

This art icle will deal with particular forma tions of infe.ntry. I 
Should have mentioned in the first article that my chief sources are 
Dr .Her bert Schwarz's Gefechtsformen der Infanterie and C.H.Firth's 
Cromwell's Army. I should a l so have mentioned that there was =other 
method. of maintaining continuous musketry fire in addi tion 
'countermarching' method which I described . This was the 'flll_nc" 
method. Instea d of being drp,wn up with open files to allow counter­
marching infantry could be drawn up' in 'small columns six- or t en-deep 
with = int erval of a t least one file between the _ columns . The front 
r ank of each column would fire and then file off to the right or left 
through the interval and take up position at the rear of the colwnn 
before starting to relo a d. The two methods indic a.t e th2,t on the war­
grune table musket eers drawn up two or three-deep should have int ervals 
between each file or every few files. 

A six-deep formation with the pikemen in the centre and the 
musketeers on the flariks was the normal formE'.tion of the English Civil 
War. (the Scots, of course, joined in the war from 1644, at first on 
the Side of Pa rlirunent Emd then on that of the King, and had their own 
civil war in the c=paigns of r,10ntros e . ) There w,_s one st=dc.rd per 

As rlwf'yS in formntions of this period, they were stationed 
wi t l': the pik cmcn , intervo_l s , lonr- onc of the centre rmiks. On thc 
wargame table a unit representing u reg i ment could b e drawn p.p two-deep, 
the musketeers with open files, with two or more st?ndards in the second 
r ank of the pikes . 

This Civil War formation was imitated from that of the Swedes in 
the l a ter part of the Thirty Years War, who a lso formed s ix- deep a.nd 
with the musketeers on the flE'.nks. The Swedish form a tion -was the half­
briga.de (oft en called a brigade) consistiJ1.,g of three squadrons, each of 
four companies, the ' establishment ' of the company being 144 men. In 
battle one squadron formed the so- called first and second lines , the 
musketeers being drawn back b8hind the pikemen to form the s8cend. line. 
(This mus t surely have taken pl a ce only Hfter they had fired and in 
order to protect them from the attack of the enemy pikemen or a. sudden 
utt8ck of cavalry.) The third line was formed of the other two 
squadrons side by side, 2, le,rger proportion of the musketeers standing 
on the outer flariks of the two bodies of pikemen the.n on the inner 
flanks. In the whole half-brie;2.de, however, the proportion of mUSket ­
eers to was reduced by the detachment of groups of 'commanded 
musketeers' who were placed between the bodi es of c8valry on the 
fle.nks of the whole army . These groups of musketeers were drawn up 
three-deep so as to give a s imultaneous volley in support of their 
own cavalry's ftl-ttack or to check victorious enemy cavalry. This use 
of detached musketeers was sometimes imitated by Prince Rupert in the 
Civil We.r. This Swedish formation ?an be on the wargame 
table in mu ch the same way as the Clvll \Ve.r formatlon, =y detached 



musk£l;t.e-e.rs being dravm UIl._.j"l'L s j ngl e rank • 
. ]'",om --trhe--lIiida1e -~f the 16th- -c-entury the Spanish and --I!IlIl-BX'ialist---·­

infEmtry formErtion was the 'tercio'. This was a l~rge form:;,.tion like 
the Swedish brigade, but seems to have varied.. conslderably In numbers. 
The proportion of pikemen to musketeers and arquebusiers seems to have ~ 
varied considerably in numbers. The proportion of pikemen to musket­
eer s and arquebusi ers seems to have been about 2 to 3 by the time of 
the Thirty Years VTe.r . In the earlier part of the war the t ercio re­
tained a version of its traditional form. In the c entre stood the"_ 
pikBinon in n grent squftrewith a small hollow in the centre in the 
middle of which stood the musicians. Round the outside of the square 
was a 'hedge ' of musketeers, much thicker on the flanks than in front 
and r ear (wher e it may only have been two ranks deep). At each corner • 
of the central f, roup but divided from it by an interva l stood a 
'bastion' or deep column of arquebusiers. These bastions may have kept 
up a continuous fire by the filing of the front rank to right and l eft 
round thw wholc column, whi ch would not be very broad. 

A number of variations of this formation appeared in the latcr 
~te.ges of the Thirty Years vle.r. The hollow could disappear from the 
c entre of the square of pikes and the mUSketeers be separated from the 

.pikemen and combined with the arquebusiers in the bastions. The two 
rea r bastions could disappear and t~eir members be incorpora t cd in t wo 
lo.rge baBtionu in front. or vicc verse. The forner usunlly tool;: pl<.cc 
when the t ercio wnB in front line, t he I f'.tt er when it waG in t ho r ear, 
The depth of formation both of the pikemen and large bastions could be 
reduced to ten ranks. v{hen the l arge bastions were drawn back or for­
ward in line with the pikemen this r esulted in a formation very like 
the Swedish except for the difference in depth. In this formation the 
remaining a rquebus i ers (less t han half the st r ength of the mUSketeers) 
wer e on the extreme flanks with the muskete ers between them and the 
pikemen, who may have retained a single rank of musketeers in front and 
rear. The various elements of the tercio could be represent ed on the 
wargame table by units 2.t l east three- deep . 

I have made no mention of any special formgtions against cavalry 
attack, but I will discuss this when conSidering rulcs for c[wnlry 
e~ainst infantry. 

---00000--­

A NEW SO CIETY 

Tradi tion magazine are forming a So ci ety "The Internationnl 
Society of T-1ilitary Collectors" the membership of which will be free 
to all subscribers to Tra dition. It is proposed to hold r egular . 
meetings in London, the first of which took plp.cc on Fride.y , March 
10th, at the Duke of Albemarl e , Corner Stafford Street and Dover 
Str eet , London l'f .1. Subs equent r cgulp.r monthly meetings will be 
held on the second Fride.y of every month co.t seven 0' clock at the 
S2ne venue. Lll Tradition subs cribers pre cordiplly invited to 
2.ttend and r efreshments will b e avp.i l e.ble. 
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VlORKlrG AT FARG.AJ' :IFG-

b y 

Peter Davis. 

I Clll nt the moment r evi sing most of my rules as cgsu2.l ties have 
b C] en extremel y h i gh snd bntt l es hlwe gone on far too long without re­
sult . I spent cell e.fternoon with a friend setting up hypo t het ica l 
situations - P. bnttalion and a h2.lf v.cl t h c. field gun behind a stone 
'.'72.11 on top of a hill being s.tts.cked by 3 battalions and two Guns W2.S 
one examIl le. 

We ';:>1'=,1 decide whf'. t would probab l y happGD s.nd then played i t out. 
B'irstly wi th t he r u l es as we us ed them; secondly ",i th the r u l es we 

. he.d drenmed up and finp.lly with our exi sting rules appli ed strinGently 
(i s that the .,o r d?). The s trange t h i ng was that the rules we used 
wer e most r eal istic vrhen appli ed v.cl t hout any bending . One of the 
things in which this appli ed "ms i n the firi ng of voll eys . vie a llow 
a unit to move Dnd fir e or not move and fire twice . Us i ng a rend.om 
number bo x we calcul ate the effect by probability a llowing the 
occ8.s iono.l o dd r e sult such as 1007' hits once in D hundred voll eys 
Dnd no hits e:t a ll onc e i n a hund.red volleys. 'dhe.t we vlere doin:3 W2.S 
to Sf1:Y t hat if a batts.lion had not moved a nd fired two vol l eys we 
would calculd e the effect of the first vo ll ey and doub l e i t to save 
time . VThen we a ctus.lly compa.r ed the result s of l1.oin; .. it this wP.y p.nd 
of doing it pr operly we wer e horrifi ed at what vie hDd been doing . 

The other f2.tF1l mistclce we he.d been making was in not applying 
t he morgle r ules which meant tho.t attacker s kept p.tt acking and 
defenders defendi nG almo s t to the l2.s t man. We decided the.t eny unit 
which hgs suffered 755·· casuP.lties rmST be sent to t he r ear end is f i t 
only for defence unless it i s roforme d with the r emnants of enother 
uni t . 'ide p.re wo r king out g s i milDr rul e to app l y to defending uni ts 
which will force t hem to withdraw when heavily outmunbe r ed und cmmot 
possibly hold a position . I he.ve come to the concl usion thp.t fi ghts 
to the death snd ce.su2.l ti cs over 507" reveal inl!Il.2.ture minds or in-
2.dequ8.tc rules ( thDt is not for p rinting :) end t hat rules arc only 
of effective val ue when 2.2'lpli ed properly. 

I 8111 i n f'. quandar y about t he Dpplyin::; of morE'.le rul es to troo ps 
i n 2. defonsi vo position Ende r fj.re . I had 1'. situation yes t er d8.Y i ll 
pn e:hj)crimental game wher e 1'. bs:tt('.l ion were in si:1£; l e l ine behind a 
long stone WE'll. The f irs t time they r ecei ved c2.suDl ties vms f r om e 
gun which killed two mon on the extreme l eft of tho lino . The dioe 
t hrow order- ed. thorn to retire on'" ha l f move . This would have removed 
t hem from cover and plao ed them i n the open whi.oh I f eel would hnve 
boen exaotly the oppos i te eff ect to renl li fe; where in feet half of 
the bc'.tts.lion would hp.ve been cowering h eh i nd t hei r shelt er. j olm 
Cooper suggested , in v i ew of t his, t hat i n stead of being a llov.'ed two 
voll eys thE: next time they f ired they should only be allovreQ to f ire 
onc e . 

---0000 0 ---

R?y . Peacoek writes: - "Re cently I became i nt er ested in solo artillery 
flrlng and h:we come up with t hes e simple rules. vihen tnr.O"et is over 
12" 2-way the projectil e i s to the gunn er' s choice but whe~ under 12" 
enother di e i s cast. 1 Projectile to gunner s dis~dvant age; 2 Pro­
j ectil e to gunner's 2.dventage; 3 Gr ape shot; 4 Round shot; ' 5- 6 
Gunner's choic e ." 



" . 

Chris' Speedy writes: -
Yet another 'lTar~ ames Club has been formed this time at pcirH-=.s t .• . __ . 

.seven of us have formed this group ,,,hich intends to meet at l:1embers 
'houses once a month in a.'1d around l:i dlmrst . The first meeting took 
the form of a modern Viarg eme in the viestern Desert desi gned to re­
construct the relief of 'l'obruk i n November-December 1941 (Chris 
enclosed a co py of the rules and a map of tJ-,e campaign area) . , and ::. 
was squared off in inch squares eac h r epresenting a wargamesboard. 
1'he g ame was designed for 3 players a Side, Ol.·e army commander and 
two corps commanders . ~hes e commanders coul d only communi cat e by 
wireles s (messaGes passed via the Umpire) and these messages could 
be intercepted by enemy radio location units. 

Bach Side had three objective s they scored a point for each one 
they had accomplished ,-rhen time was called. '1'he British had to hold 
Tobruk, destroy the enel''!Y a r mour and advance off the campaiGn map to­
wards E enghazi e . The Germans had to c Hpture '1'0 brule, destroy the 
British armour a.l1d advance off the campa.ie n laap tovIards Alamein . '1'he 
rough course of the battle was this. The German player advanced one 
brigade from. SolluI!l ano. avoid.ed the British !l;roops by going cross 
c01.mtry. VJi th the rest of his i nfant r y and arrlour :i'obruk was 
attacked . A last di t ch defenc e bee; a.l1 here ac;ai!J.st overwhelmi n g odds 
while the Bri tisn armour ac1.vl?ncce tovrards Tobrill: as quickly as it 
could to relieve the g arrison - detl'chin:s a batt l e g r01.lp to adYallCe 
acr oss tlc.c desert to \'mrds Benr;hazi . I'eamrlli l e at 'l'obruk the (} errna.l1 
infa't'"lcry -Cried a hefH). or. Fss8.ult PY.c lost nost of its cOl;:ba-c ve.luc 
i :-" <"' r'5. ~r·?t\'lr . . ·.-,r7' r b - thl E the ·3- Crr:l2n t0nks rnp.c1 e p, 12.r,0;e flnnlcing 
r;lO-v'Ol:.::. c ::. j:; £1:0.. [~d.\ [,ll CL C. into tl1,--~X'tr",,_:.... . f\ 

A duel bega.l1 between the seven German tanks and the three British 
25 pounder field guns which ';rere in cover . The Germans lost three 
tanl{s but destroyec. the field guns and after this the defence 
collapsed . However, on the next move the British armour arriv ed and 
to make mat ters worse time was c alled . 'Ihe Umpire ruled the game a 
draw as he felt that nobody could be said to be hold Tobruk and this 
put the score at one point to each pl ayer. Both British and German 
players \lere disgusted a t this . The Briti sh becaus e they now had Six 
tanl,s 8-8ainst the German four and an equal amount of infant r y on the 
battl efield . The German player fe l t that the Umpire was wrong in 
saying that he didn't ho l d the fortress. 

Still a good time ,vas had by a ll, and the Umpire lost h i s voice 
shouting at the p l ayers ! 

Anybody "rho is int erested i n the Club and will not feel self­
conscious fighting fourt e en year 01c1s should \,ITi t e or telephone 
C.Speedy, 5 Elmleigh, I'1idhurst, Sussex . Tel.Ho. l'iidhurst 620. Any­
body who would like a copy of the r ules snould also ' ·Ti te enclosing 
a stamp ed ad.dressed envelope and 2. copy will be sent. 

Yours Sincerely , 

Christopher Spee dy . 
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COMM('3S(ONED WAR- _ 

(iM\£ MO'DEJ..S Of ALL 
KtNOS. AN Y SO'lI-£... , 

r::,STfMI1T[;'..S fR~E... . 

I( " ..... 
BE.i-lONA ::>cR.! ~S --

CAT/~ U~;. {;: S. A. E. . 
NEW ~f'\M 1"RENClti::S 
8) efYIf'i.AC8V\ t.N TS • 

DEL TOR A MAL T D ,~ .. >_;,. . 
BURY . PULBOROUGH 

SUSSEX 

H I r TON H U rTF I G U RES 

CAl': DEI; PASSAGE AYTIQUE I'LAm::ET ISLINGTON 

_){ell-; -;'Iinter 's here, fwd an outdoor market he.s its drawbacks! 

.. Yes, we've n~ticed our customer:s shivering, we al.so-re1:t"--t-he---ccld: 

F01t1 tha.t' s allover - HINTON ETJl''!' FIGURES have rlm f or cover - or 
to be eX2.ct ; -

\Ie ha.ve taken a shop in the C..Al1DEF PASSAGE BOFTIQUE . That means that 
our f r iends can now buy EIHTo]t HUrT FIGUHES in warmth and comfort and 
with no rain to dampen their ardour! 

'J'he entra.l1ce to the Boutic:ue is just to the left 2nd 2. litt l e 
further down from the position of our old ste.ll. 

The shop is open 6 dp.ys a week from 9 p .. m. to 6 D.n. with the 
Caretaker there p,t elltTmes to assist you. 

'ii e Eere in e.tt ende.nce on Sa.turdays but don't forget you can buy 
LINTON HUh'!' i IGURES 6 dp.ys a ,,"eek. 

}). S. ':l e haven't even increased our prices to pay for a l l this:!! 
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L.L.JOm'STON Milite.ry Books and Prints . 

Pitney, Langport, Somerset, Engle~d. 

Books in every sphere of l'hlitary Interest. Wargamers especially catered 
for . 1.11' in print' titles stocked or obtained including many Contim.ntal 
publications. Lists sent out periodically. 

HANDBUCH DER UNIFORlvIKUNDE by Knotel 8.nd Sieg. Although in German and the 
illustrations: uncoloured, with the 1600 figures and full colour details 
this wo rk is considered to be the 'Bible' on Military Uniforms. 73s.-d. 
post free. • 

MILIT1IRY MINI1~TURE by P .Blum . Scores of coloured illustrations of the 
model mel{ers art. 6s .9d. post free. 

THE ~lODEL SOLDIER GUIDE by Risley and Imrie. New Ameri cRIl work on making 
.nth over 100 drawings. 37s.-d. post free. 

MAKING AND COLLECTING MILITARY ~nNIATURES by Bob Bard . One o f the best 
books on the subject, illustrated with scores of photogrRphs . Chapters 
on War Games Scenery, Conversions etc . 36s . 6d. post free . 

JOBINI A~m HIS SDm'UtRY OF THE ART OF .'llAR. . Hodern condensed version o f 
this classic work . 26s. 3d. post free . 

CASSINO Portre.it of f'. Battle by F . r·:2.jdal any. Very well written and de­
tailed study of this famous 'II . VI . II battle. Sp eci al reduced offer 15s. - c; 
post free • 

. MINIATURE WARG1JVIES (Set in the Tine of Napoleon) by J.C.Candler. Loose 
l ee,f publi cation in strop..g ring binder . illustre.ted. 57s . - d . post rre 

o 
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- AIRF~X CONVERSIONS 

by 

John Cook 

I am probably stating the obvious by saying: that the potential of 
£. the new Airfix W.'il.I French infantry set is boundless, but although 

deSignated "T.W.I they represent the style worn by many of the beliger­
ents of early W.W.II, Franco obviously but also Belgium, Poland, 
Yugoslavia and Greece. Even the Italians appear in some photographs 
wearing the French type helmet. 

. . '. • ~:'" "/:~"",:: . ~. :.' • . : ,:&:., . ,"' ~';' 
Besides these countries almost every maj,or"All'i 'ed"c',lid kds Power 

can be repres ented from Airfixs'series of 00 figures. The. -J apanes e set 
is t he most adaptable , as they a re by painting them blue-grey they 
represent Italians . The lapel of the jacket is black and a black tie 
was worn, on the helmet a regimental device, Or by painting them olive 
green they repres ent the Dutch Army of 1940, the cut of the uniform 
was similar but with a high collar piped blue on the tunic - the straight 
cuffs also have blue piping . The Dutch helmet was blue-black in colour 
with 8. regimental device on the front in black. It VJaS a peculiar shape. 
high at the front ta.p ering towards the rear giving protection to the 
neck, whilst the sides came rather lower affordinc; minimum protection 
to the ear8" .0. J ap helmet will paSs for this. 

The German figure is ideal for representing a Firub.ish soldier, 
their uniform V/aS ifidentical in style to that of the Whermacht. It was 
of a dark grey allover with a green stripe down the trousers, green 
flash on the collar and gre'en piped shoulder strap with a yellow patch 
on it. The tin hat, also of German pattern, was a rich buff colour 
al though the for"-Be CEP a la Afrika Korps was preferred , it vms grey 
p i.:ped t£!;'·r-· 0r, .. . 

Norwegian troops 11re fairly Simple to produce from L;'nion or Con~ 
federate figures with an 8th Army headinstRad or t;he Kepied one the 
colour vms grey-green, piped red or bright green down the trousers, 
straight cuffs and ~russian collar. The helmet of British pattern was 
light grey a lthough a peaked grey-green forage cap was also worn. 

A more complicated conversion would be a Rum::mian soldier, thoSR 
troops fought mainly in Russia, on the German Side, their uniform was 
unique. The colour ,vas khaki of a lighter shade th::m the British, 
the German style jacket had blue pointed cuffs, ::md a blue flash on 
the Prussian collar. The trousers tucked into ankle gaiters not dis­
similar to the style in the British Army. The helmet of khaki v/aS 
unlike any other, it bears, howevcr, a resemblance to the pith helmet 
of English troops in the Zulu .vars! It came low over the eyes, 
straight up over the crown of the head and down low at the back whilst 
the sides cutaway expOSing the ears, it bore a black inSi gnia on the 
front, one could use a modified Combat corps figure in this role. 

To return to the French style uniform - the Poles and Greeks are 
shown in photos dressed in this style, the former without the great 
coat corner turned back, as well as uniforms ~~ique to their own 
countries. The Poles only difference is in the headwear, the helmet 
in some photos is of the Italian or Japanese style, whereas the other 
Greek uniform shown is entirely different - a Russian type helmet, 
short German type tunic, trousers and puttees, the colour judging from 



black and white photographs pro'lHl:bly dark gr een or da.rk khaki - ' anyone 
know for sure? The Polish uniform was light green-khro,;;. with a fl ash , 
colour deuendant on which regiment it was piped zig- zag f ash:lbn in 
white, the cavalry wore the French type helmet or four cornered ' ~olish 
cap. 

The French themselves wore gn olive- gr een uniform, ?nd the Belgium 
1'TIl)Y was cliol.d in khaki. An int er esting unit to include in a 1,.".. vT . II 
c?mp?ign would be the f?ffiOUS Greek Er gones - they wore ? short tunic 
1'nd trousers which tucked into puttees. Over their trousers was worn 
a kilt of gr een or khaki and for he?dwe8.r ? fore 1'nd aft type forage 
C1'.p on the British lines - prob1'.b ly Japanese with a bit of surgery 
could double up as these. 

---00000---

BRAND NEVI AVALON HILL GAllES "FOR THE ABOVE AVERAGE" 

"GUADALCANAL" - G=e re-ce.ptures the legendary fighting spin;i. t of U.S . 
Narines , and brings to life the prob l ems of jungle warfe.re . never before 
encountered by U. S. fighting men . Colonel Donald L.Dickson, now editor 
and publisher of IC'arine Corps Nagazine, Leatherneck, has authent icated 
the grulle and provided the historical commentary found in the game ' s 
Batt l e Manual . For 2 pl ayers , 12 years and up. 

"BLIT ZKRIEG" - Largest , most realistic battle game of them all. G=e 
contains over 400 chesspiec es repres enting I nfs.ntry , Harines, Artillery, 
Armour , Airborne, Renger, Bomber and Fighter Units . Truly the complete 
wargeJJle . It's actually three games in one: an i ntroductory version fo r 
begilmers; a tournsJllent version for the aficionados; and an optional­
tournament verSion providing thc ultimate in realist for the battle game 
·f[,n.~ti('.~ . .For 2 or more players, 12 years r .nd u"1 . 

:::lot Te ~['J"ll .. ' obto.in~bL. throu,~h \If'.r· '[~~(;r' s l1cws l ott errat 5i/- plus 
12/9 postege and packing . Bei:ng.·.,prdered froIl li.u .A. and sent direc·t, 
there j s a 4-6 weeks delivery deiay. 

• 

All the other well known Avalon Hill gaJJles are available in the same 
way - at 42/- per game plus 8/9 postage and packinG' These gS':les a re, of 
cours e - "Batt l e of the Bulge"; "Afrika Korps"; "Nidwe.y" ; "D-De.y"; 
"Bismark" ; "Stalingrad"; "U- Boat"; "G ettysburg"; "Tactics I I" and 
"Waterloo". . 

---00000----

The N3F Games Bureau now has a 1J?rgames Division, heade d by W.D . 
Bogert, 21 6 South Fexford Drive, Apt. 202, Beverly Hills, Ea lifornia, 
U. S.A., 90212 . He publishes a Division magazine, "Picklehaub ". 
Nembership in the Division is frce to Denbers of the G=es Bureau (%1. 00 ' 
pl,r yea~' ) . vlrit <c to Bi.l~. for furthe r informati on of various fees , 
reb ~.t~s c;tc . ~ersons interested in the GaI.!es Bureo.u and a s=ple copy 
of "PlcldGho.ub", should contact Donald L. Hiller of 12315 Judson Road, 
Wheaton , JVid ., 20906, U. S .A. 

---00000---

Chris Gregg writes of an ori ginal and successful type of movement- -
tray he has been using for his inetal figures . He sticks strips of 
celot ape , sticky side down, on to pieces of strip card . A little dab of 
bostik onto the underside of the base of the figure fixes them to the 
tape, on which they can be easil y pulled when they become casualties 
without damagi ng the celot ape or the card. Chris has been successfully 
using this method with his 20mm Napoleonics for about six months with­
out having to change the celotape. 
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AUSTRIAN AN]) RUSSIAN COLmmS 

Peter Gouldesbrough, in the No.53 "Newsletter", suggested tha t the 
subject countries d.id indeed use columns of attack in the Napoleonic 
period. He cited as reference Dr.Herbert Schwarz's book on infantry 

~ battle formations. 
I 

After having re-read iny copy of this German book, I feel the issue 
is still in doubt. On page 138, paragraph 2, it states that the French 
and the Prussians were the chief advocates of the column attack for 
bayonet as s aul t. This is the point I was trying to verify for war­
gaming rules: use of the column for the express purpose of making a 
bayonet charge. 

Dr.Schwarz does mention a Russian infantry column on ~age 150, 
paragra?h 2, b.ut does not identify it as an atta ck column \ for bayonet 
assault). It does i n fer on page 133, paragraph 2, that the Russians, 
like the British, r elied on fire power r a ther than shock for infantry 
att a cks. At a ny r a te, the case for a Russian bayonet assault column 
is not proven here. 

Similarly for Austrian columns. I believe only Austrian columns 
of man oeuvre (which could fire in attack) can be claimed using Dr. 
Schwarz's book as authority. The term "ba taillonsmasse" really cannot 
be t r ansla ted as a column of atta ck as IIr. G- ouldesbrough suggests. It 
i s li t er [Clly [C mas sed b atte.lion - used mili t <:',rily a s an al ternf'.tp term 
for bf'.tt r.lion colU!J)Il CIlage 14.6, p arag r aph 1). The p 2.ragraph gO GG on 
to say t hat the Austrian comb a t tactic was linear. 

So whr.t do we have? Not enough evi dence. Hi s torical examples of 
French columns of attack are numerous. After 1812, ·when Prussians 
adopted this formation for b ayonet attacks, we h ave the battle of the 
Katzbach, August 23rd, 1813, as a positive example. Other can be shawn.· _. 

Can anyone cite a positive eX8~ple 
were a ctue.lly used in the 
which resulted in a melee in open 

Now we need the ree.ders' help. 
of where Austri a n or Russia n columns 
Napoleoni c Wars for b a yonet assaults 
field comb a t (not tovms)? 

!red Vietmeyer. 
---00000---

Charles Gre.nt writ es:- "I hasten to point out an error, for which 
I am wholly responsible in my a rticle "vrarg8~e Anomalies" in the Ha rch 
'Newslett er'. It occurs on pag e 3, line six from the top of the page, 
wher e "the infantry move is 6" should of course rea d "The infantry 
movo is 1" - please excuse, and correct." 

---00000---

WAHTI:D: Books, mage.zines, catalogues and eX1?~pl e s of and about fl ats • 
.:. Ivrit e first to Robert Browne, 50 Ormande Avenue, Gl a sgow S.4. 

---00000---

The Editor would be gery grateful for information concerning the 
establishment of a typical French and a typical British Infantry 
Battalion of the period 1750 or so. I would like to know how many 
Coys. to a battalion, how many officers and men to a comp2~y, the size 
and composition of band, French equi val·ents of British Grenad;Lors and 
Life Comn,,"'" 8S e.nd ho\" were they distinquished. 



BdbK NOTEs 

by 
NEiI'ELL Cfu'II1BERLIN. 

The l ate Nernard Fall's book about the siege of Dien Bien Phu, 
Hell in a Very Small Place (NY, %8.95) is an excellent piece of re­
search and reporting and provides a fine picture of a mordern s iege 
operation. The North Vietnamese had no air support at all, the 
French had little support of any kind and the result might well be 
termed II a turning point in SE Asian history". Fall details the 
French units well and refutes a fow misconceptions (L e . that the 
Foroign Legion made up the main body of the French forces) and 
offers a few hard-to-verify suggestions as to ",hy the French lost. 
I found the book interesting , a good picture of a kind of war with 
which many of us are too familiar, but I cmmot extoll the book's 
virtues to the extent that the current press has. 

The Sk on Fire: The First Battl e of Britain, by I>lajor R.H. 
Fredett e , , ' ,. is an in eresting, well-written story of 
the Gorman bombing raids on Englend during the 1914-18 war. The 
sub j e ct i s not a worn-out one end this book is a valuable addition 
to the ever- growing literature of World 'da r One aviation. 

. Russell's Des atches from the Crimea, edited by Nicole.s Bentley 
(NY, 7.50 ts an important contribution . to military historiog r aphy as 
vloll C.o to t ho hictory of jourllf'.lioTl , fox Rascall ~ICcG .:li1;)£ firot grc C'.t 
war correspondent. From my own point of view, this work is of great 
value because it sheds more light on a war that has , thus far, been 
overlooked by historians (an most figure-makers). Russ ell wrote with 
a gr eat eye for detail in a criSp s tyl e and his despatches a r e full 
of det ail of interest to military-oriented readers as well as being 
of int erest to the aver age r eader. Russell's despatches from the HS 
duri ng the early months of the Civil WeI are eque.lly good , and anyone 
having the two volumes will have as good a picture of mid-19th 
century military affairs as is possibl e . 

Barbara Tuchmrum' s The Proud Tower is now out in pap erback 
edition in the States (NY, 95;). This is fine, popular history for 
Tuchmann writes exceedingly well and with an understanding of the 
broad sVleep of history that is uncommon thes e days. 

THE GHr:;ITADI:Elt - TLE DU1L]~TI ;; 0;;' Tm; CIlELT mJ1AI ' WARG.Al :ES 
CLUB - r1arch 1967. 

This issue tells me that on the 18th of March at 120 Bath Road, 
Cheltenham, the Battle of Agincourt will be fought out! This is 
typical of such a lively group, who are using about 1,000 troops in 
this battle. They have also fought three World War I battles; a 
Napoleonic battle; Seven Years War Affair; 2 Napoleonic sea fights 
and a Spanish Armada, battle. But the big fight was t he r econ­
struction of Murfreesboro (American Civil War - Stones River). Here 
3,500 figures were used in a two-day battle that must have been quite 
something. 

• 

-
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LOOKING AROUND 

Airfix Magazine - Narch 1967. There is 2, picture in this month ' s 
issue of the latest Airfix OO/HO scale warg2mes models. This time it 
is a Nark 1 Tank of 1916 which will go id eally with the World War I 
figures already put out by Airfix. I nterestedly, the photograph al so 

'" includes some figures who are undoubt edly American "Doughboys" of 
"'" ,'forld War I - I understpnd from my secret pgents thpt these are the 

lat est Airfix fi gures to come out . There is pn interesting article on 
converting the 1:12 scale Airfix Life Guards figure which will be of 

, interest to the collector; the navcd Wargamer wi ll be fascinated by the 
Carri er flieht deck i n 1:72 scpla (it actuall;y- measures 11 feet long 
and 2 feet wide). The same enthusiast will llke the t ank bustingStuka 
conversion and there is also a very well illustra ted art icl e on con­
versions of the Airfix JS3 Russian t ank Klimenti Vori shilov . Tank 
enthusiasts will also like Part 6 of the Sherman Sto ry, also very well 
illustr ated and Naval fans will like the articl e on the Airfix cruiser 
conversion to the 'Devonshire '. There are the usual interesting l ett ers 
2~d this is fair to say that this copy of the Airfix Magazine probably 
holdS more of int erest for the Wargpmer than any previous issue." 

Milihistriot - the magazine of the ~1ili tary liiniature Collectors 
and Historians - January 1967. Contains an article on t he uniforms 
'- - __ ' - ,'of the Prussian Army 1806-1815 ; part II of an article of 
the Dress end Organization of the modern day British Army (this told me 
a lot that I, as an Englishman didn't know!) A nice article on the 
Ge:rncn Jnger. of 1900 plus det ails ~'f (', t:ri E',l by cODbat i n the niddle 
ages . 

~10del Boats - March 1967. Those who fight Colonial War s will be 
most grateful to this magazine fo r the illust r ['.ted details of river 
gunboats contained in an article . There i s a lso &"'l article dealing with 
ships of World War II (Italian and Australian) Bartolomeo Coll eoYli and 
H.N.A.S .Sydney. 

Tradition - JlTumber 19. I thought this was an excellent number of 
this invariably high standard glossy magazine . There is an 2.rticle by 
Colonel Nicholson on the Black vlatch at Ticonderoga , 1758, the usual 
very interesting Random Shots by Peter Young (he must spend all his 

• time searching for these little snippets) . The Napoleonic fan will be 
delighted with the articl e on the British Royal Regiment of Artillery 
in t he W2terloo campaign and a new f a cet for 1tfargamers is covered by 
det E'cils of the uniforms and colours of Irish Regiments in the French 
Army during the 18th century. Newsletter contributor Arthur N. 
Chrunber lc,in has two articles on his f avourite period New Engl and in 
the 18t h century . Newell Chamberlain is an expert on this subject and 
both articles are full of hard to find detail. Part III of the article 
on the Russo-Swedish 'lIar of 1808 and details of the Velites of the Guard. 
There is a well illustrated artic l e on uniforms of World War I, in­
cluding the Russian Army and also I personally found the eontribution 

t;t R.'II.Harrion on British Field Service uniforms in the Sudan in 1898 ' 0 be most informative - there is a full page of coloured pictures 
cccomprulyir~ it. Other items of interest t o 'IIargamers include part V 



------ ------------------------------------------------------------------~~ J of t he series by Charles Gr ant on The War Game together with a full 
page of photographs of the l atest Norman Newton model s (Russ i an 1914, 
French Army 1870 and Napoleonic) and the coloured pl ates t his month 
are of British Infantry in 1758 and French I nf entry of the same 
period.( these came a t just the r ight moment as I am about to branch 
i nto this period - Editor).' .-

Sol dier Magazi ne - January and Febr uar y 1967 . I t is wort h point­
i ng out that t hese magazines contain a most comprehensive listing of ~ 
the 11ili tary Museums that exi st throughout Great Brit ain and Ireland 
On r eading t hrough them one feels inclined to r etire from work 2.t once 
buy a powerful car and take to the hills. There a r e museums listed 
here which I had no idea existed some of them, I em a shamed to say 
quite close to my home: Many hours of enj oyment and int er est can be ,­
found in Military l"luseums - this list ing makes our search both ensy 
and possi bl e , 

The Avalon Hill General - March-April 1967 . This includes full 
detail s of the lat est f orthcoming war game Jutland which is apparently 
of a compl etely different nature to t hose games previ ously put out by 
this firm. I think it will fill a ver y great need t o Naval Vlargamer s 
although , I have not yet had the opportunity of seei ng the game . There 
are all the usual details of tactics and method of playing the various 
Aval on Hill g8mes , an illvstrnted article on the Libian campai gn of 1940~ 
to 42 ; andarticle on the principles of wnr r~nss ald l"ovcJ:1ent : Defense 
rnd Retroe;r a de ." Lou Zocchi , subscriber t o t he j)T'ews1ett er writ es rn' 
a rticle on r ealisTI ~in r el ation to bo ard ganes) . And t her e 2xe other 
i nfo rmative contributions concerning Avalon Hill games and their 
va rious xamificat i ons . If you are a board game enthusiast you' should 
t ake the General. 

The British 110del So l dier Society Maeazine The Bulletin - Februar • 
Contains a review of new figures , models and pl ates; a book l ist; a very 
useful review of the l atest f l at figures, li st i ng periods and sources 
of suppl y with a ddresses (this article is by Alistair Bantock , who is 
one of the most experienced Wargamer i n the "'flats " fi eld). Two use- :. 
ful art icl es dealir~ with the convers ion of Airfix figures; detai l s of 
Yeomanry uniforms 1895-1914 end Southern Regiment of Fencibl e Men in 
North Brit ain 1778-1783; headdresses of Gurkha Regiments; details of 
Prussian Uhlans, 1914 and an e.rticl e about Hannibal. Ther e are some 
detai l s of LouiS Harx inch figures, sold in sets pl us the usual other 
features common to the Bulletin. 

---00000---
An interesting little Wargames Club mage.zine is The Trumpeter , put 

out by a group of Canadian VTargamers and edit ed by Jack Hutchings . 
Number 6 contains details of r ecently fought war g81nes; informat i on on 
the uni form of American Civi l War Zouaves and details , with maps of 
fo r thcomi ng batt l es plus speci alized rules for them. 

---00000---
B.N . S.S . WARGANE HEETINGS , 1967 

Ordnance Arms, 79 Yo rk Road , London S . E.l., 3rd Wednesday each 
month , 18 . 00 hour s. 

April - Napo l eonic and Fr8nco- Prussian . 
May - Napo l eonic and American Civil War. 
June - Napol eonic and Medieval. 

I",f'o rmatj,"'1 from J .B,YT.Tunstill, 61 Benares Road, Plumstead , S.E.18. 

, 
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EDviARD SURE H 

57 OVington Street, IJondon S. i f. 3., England . 

30 mm military mini atures 

FrolD. . Ancients - to 17th 18th and 19th Century Figures. 

Ri Ch quality fil'Ures for the connoi s seur 

List of the full rang e e.vai l Rble on application. 

figures by 

STADDEN ARRINGTON 

HISTOREX RAYCRAFT 

COCKADE IMRIE 

ALBERKEN MURRAY 

H-R JACKSON 

BOOKS • MILITARY ANTIQUES· PRINTS 

'TRADITION' 
I THE MILITARY COLLECTORS' MAGAZINE) 

CATALOG 50' 

*.. LE PE'TIT SC)LDA'I' 
111'-41 1' .... , . • · I<lU'~· It .... d 

)-l" t"" ""l ". { " ,.II'" , 1)~7('" 

West Coos! Represe"lol i.... 01 Normon N ewlon ltd . 



BArnES 
With AIRFIX it's easy and inexpensive. 

~ AIRFIX OO/HO gauge models are 
U incredibly accurate miniatures. 
'a Each set costs only 21-. r-

You can have a full scale war Ai 1 on your hands for less than 20/-! 

....... ~- ~ - -"'~" ' .. '~ r---. ~ - '. 1~· . 14 
EIGHTH .".Y-4I pI.c •• 

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 
UNIOff ARMY_4I piece. 

-------

All fiGURES II 
REAlISm: ICOON POSES! 

Oth"rr mo:tels in the AIRF1X OO/HO range 
of $(.aie Figures 2/- each retail 

Guards Band 
Farm Stock 
Cowboys 
Wagon Train 
Japanese Infantry 
Sheriff of Nottingham 

Colour Party 
German Infantry 
Indians 
U.S. Marines 
Arabs (Bedouin) 
U.S. Cavalry 

fnf. Combat Group 
Ci ... ilian Personnel 
Foreign Legion 
Rus~ian Infantry 
Robin Hood 
Paratroopers 

Other modalll of weapons 
alld armoured v.hides all 2/· to 31" each 

Panther "ank 
Panzer A ssault Gun 
Uren Gun Carrier 
German Armoured Car 
Buffalo Amphibian 

Churchill Tank 
Stalin Tank 
Centurion Tank 
nU.KW. 
Tank Transporter 

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 
CONFEDERATE ARMV-4I pl • .: .. 

• 

• II'ITOL aLOODHOOND 

CONSTRUCTIOII KITS 
FROM MODEL, HOBBV AND TOV SHOPS, AND F. W. WOOLWORTH. 


