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JACK SCRUBY'S 
MiUT ARY MINtA TUR,ES :/ 
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1 .. A. H'J'mSTOll _M_i,:Lite,:ry J:loo.KS Prints. 
Pitney, Langport, Somerset, Engl and . 

Books in every sphGre of Nilitary Interest. We.rgamers especially catered 
for . in print' titles stocked or obtained including -man¥- .. Gontin-0ntal 
publications . Lists sent out periodically. 

HJ,.NDBUCH DER UIfIFORl"lKUNDE by Knotel and Sieg. Although in German and the 
'i l lustratipn:s: uncoloured , with the 1600 figures and full colour details 
this work is considered to be the 'Bible ' on Military Uniforms . 73s.-d. 
post fre e . 

NILITARY MINIATURE by P.Bl um. Scores of colcured illustrations of the 
model me.kers art . 6s.9d. post free . 

THE SOLDIER GUIDE by Ris l ey and Imri e. New American work on making 
with over 100 drawings. 37s. - d . post free . 

MAKING AND COLLECTING MILITl.RY rUNIATURES by Bob Bard . One of the best 
books on the subject, illustrated with scores of photographs. Chepter s 
on War Games Scenery, Conversions etc . 36s . 6d. post free. 

JOMINI LND HIS SUM}'U\.RY OF THE ART OF WAR . ,Nodern condensed version of 
this classic work. 26s. 3d. post free . 

CASSINO Portre.it of e. Battle by F.r:;e.jdalany. Very ,,,ell written and de­
tailed study of this fe.mous VI.Vi . II battle. Speci al reduced offer 15s. ­
post free. 
MINIATURE WilRGLMES (Set in the Tine of Napoleon) by J .C.Candler . Loose 
lea f publication in stronR rinR binder , illustrated. 57s. - d. pos t Irpp . 

• 



, 

• 

~l!ISIQ!2_Q~_DIVI2!Q!§2 

1u:. 

In Nap'ol"aonic ' Warf:8re , a confusing term ig us-,ecl': tlte- di,vi,:d,on. 
GEi'nB'r.all'y ' gpeaking, the Fr.enchl1 Second Division-, w!ould- consis--:i;' ofC, 
gay, one I'egiment ' of light infantry and thn-ee- of line infamtny. 
But' w:ha~ is' an infantry aSlaault eollLmn of divisions? Obvious-l:w not: 
:;reveral fourc' regiment unitSl, one b'ehirtd, the othe-re. So the-r-:e mU$t:, 
be anoth eI" d's,fina ti on of a di vi si on. 

Another : example f-:t'om a recent" "War g amelO" s Ne>rsl:etiZe-I"" ar"tiele-
by Char::ies:- Dick on "Cavalr,y Man o9uvr,:eSl"; "They- wJerre' pur3u'ed' by' 
severEl divis-ion'S (?) of dragoo'lH~ and the C"{)mpanie31 of, gr:enad'ie-llS 
united under the command of G'eneral Oudinot:-." The, pl"illce-menit: o,f tlt.e­
queli'tion manX, appaI'ently by Ch a rleSl Dick, ahow,s, the- conf'Usionn a­
gain. 

So what :; is the other,' diVision? The $mall' tacti<YSl un,it' known 
as' a division' iSl two companiea; of infantI'y or two sqUadr:ons: off. 
craval'r ,y a'()"1\;ing Sl$ a ' unit"!! 

The , AUs'tn'ian TYT'ole-an Jag e-::" b'att'alion opera ted in d'etaanmentts 
of d,ivisions. ' The Aus:tDian eig '" ", " quadron aavalr,y r :egimeni7$ an"d 
the , hugh tlln SlquadI'on RU31Slian gua m'! m:a-V-alny regiments; we-Ite- sub-
div'id,e-d1 into d,iVis'iona; t 'o f"llc'il'itat 'e commarrd cont.rol". Such RU$sian 
divilJiion$ even h 'ad their ow,n a:op e I'a te , fJ:ag'$. 

An att'a-ok bY" a F'i!ench infan -r.T Y coTumn:, of" diviSlion$ i$ a- f'ODmn­
t'ion "lath ~ :ffu:orrt of t 'w.o companiNE and a ; depth off ~:nea- aompani"e31 
froll' a t-:otl,a 'l of th'e six O1lmp onies of a French b a ttalion. Incidently 
the other polumn f 'orm" tion vas a col'umn iJf companieS-, ~ ' a f:noIl?~ of' 
one il'OIII!panr and a depth off B,ix companies, each company t 'hra-e nanks 

de &p • -- ' t ' 1 d l' 'th h ' st One reas on for me conc ent ratlng on a r l C es ea l ng Wl l or-
icnl'tuctics and or g ani sati on s i s that s i nce it app ear s t hat a set of 
uni v ers al ' Vlargami ng rules cannot l) e es t abli shed, a t l east we can a­
gr ee as to 'wha t historica l p rinci1- l es t h ey shoul d port r ay . " 

- - -00 0 0 0---

Regs ie de Sugg of 71 Oel,s Eoad , ~enl ey , i n t he County of SurTey , 
writ es :- "The East Surrey Ivarg amer ' s Soci ety has been f o rm ed, vilth 
lJeriods limi ted to ~Tapol eonic, A.C. VI ., 8Jld 1942- 45 and 19th Cent ury 
54mm Britai n' s . Vie a r e hoping to b r anch ou t into Anci ent s , well in 

.. time f or the Airfix Trophy , and l ater ':1 .V.I. We a re very keen , to meet 
neVi fac es and a l so t o f i ght new enemi es . Our c entre of oper atlons 
is South Croydon ." 

---0 0 00 0 ---

NOi)lliSUCH H-1075. "lhli t ary Fanfa r es , marches end chor us es f rom the 
time of r.fapoi eo"n " 33i L. P . availabl e f r om: -

Honesuch Rec or ds , 51 Ves t 51s t Street, New York, N.Y.10019, U.S.A. 



to hit; a few men clustered around a field gun , an occasional skirm­
isher showing his head above a clump of grass and firing a delib er­
ately aimed shot , or as Wellington sometimes used , a well covered 
and concealed line of infantry ambushing the attack at devastatingly 
close range. This last ' is as dist inct from Wellington ' s noroal 
advance firing as fire is from movement , but both could stop pre­
mature French att acks . 

All this, however, i s quite compatible with the use of columns 
for the attack itself. Fire deCides, but "the bayonet i s its 
sanction" . It i s up to the advocates of the attack in line to show 
where such an a ttack was used successfully against an enemy who was 
neither demoralised nor disordered . The only exampl es which I have 
discovered are strangel y enough i n attacl{s on villages, but I suspect 
that in these cases success did not depend upon formation, which 
would soon be lost in confused street fighting. The famous exampl e 
of Jena shows what happened when a line attack on a village stopped 
to fire. 

By Napoleon's time battles ,vere seen in terms of sieges on the 
enemy line . The object was to molce a rupture at one deci s iv e point 
no matter what the cost. The aimless manoeuvering of Old Regime 
lines was not the technique to achieve this, and we must not let the 
1791 Ordonnance lead us into thinking that it Wc.s . 

---00000---

i-r l ; lcp, k writes :- "!10ntreal i s , ['.s y :lU n') coubt know, t he host 
city for the 1967 ''hrlc' ' s l'e.ir - "bLPO 67!; . It occurred, to me that quite 
'a number, of lie-rgemers will be in this city from time to time during the 
summer. I have an apartment in the city's downtown, and I have my 
Napo leonic 30mm ' s there. I f anyone is int or es ted in a gane whilst they 
are in 110ntreal, they need onl y let me know, end I shp,ll try to find a 
suitabl e time on a week- end. 

If t+1ere are any \var gmners from the U.K., or from other Common­
wealth or foreign countries (or from the rest of the Dominion for the 
benefit of your Canadian readers) who plan to come to }lontreE'.l this 
summer , but would prefer to forego the triRls of batt l e, I should be 
delighted t o show them around , or help in 8ny other way I might. Ey 
address is:- 625 }lilton Stroet , Apartment 203 , 110ntreal 2, Quebec, 
Caneda. My tel ephone number is 849-2040 . " 

---00000---

John Turnbull of 4 Templar Terrace , Porthill, Newcastle, Staffs, 
woul d like to establish contact with vlargamers interested in forming 
a Club in the Staffordshire E'-rea. ~ 

---00000---

Peter Gouldesborough writes: - "A bl ack mark from Scotland for 
rou: :ef?rence to a re-fought Battl e of Agincourt in which the ' 
Brltlsh were defeated . Any Scots present would be on the French 

side ! (Difficult, isn't it? At the Waterloo Convention I pro­
tested at the umpire ' s referenc e to an 'English ' r egiment of Scots 
Greys ! )" 

• 
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INFANTRY IN THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR . 

The basic idea behind drill and manoeuvring in the Aoerican Civil 
\'Tar was to get the infantry into the best ar rangement from which to 
start shooting at or advancing on the enemy - thei r ultimate objecti-ye 
was to mass fire power . Today, with longer rw..ges and modern cO=UllJ.­
cations, fire can be massed froD weapons located at widely dispersed 
positions . But in the Civil 1tlar, Dassing fire meant massing the Den 
who delivered it. The drill-book l ine of battle consisted of riflemen 
in two ranks, one behind the other . Two paces behind the rear rank 
stood a line of lieutenants and sergeants, known as file cl osers. These 
men were placed so as to direct the men and to restrain them in case of 
a sudden desire to f l ee • 

Drawn up in two ranks, a unit coul d execute cert ain l i Di ted 
manoeuvres but the formation was too unwieldly f or moveDents of any 
l ength or compl exity. For such movements the format ion was usuall y a 
co l umn of narrower ranks, for example a "col= of fours". The above 
information was obtained from that fine little book "THE TWENTIETH 
MAI NE" by John J. Pullen. :B'rom the same source 90n pag e 113) comes a 
very stimulating account of a small part of the battle of Gettysburg . 
It has always seEDed to the writer, that this small ext ract contains 
the very nucleus of what could be a f ascinating te.b le- top battl e . 

"As the Alabama brigade approached Big Round Top, the men saw near 
the west ern foot of the hill what appeared to be a smal l regiment in en 
advanced position . These Ya~ees were beyond good shooting range , but 
puffs of smoke appeared from among them and Alabar.;a soldier s began to 
fal l in al aniling numbers. Later they were to l earn that this reginent 
was the 2nd U.S .Sharpshoo t ers._. Including a company of Maine nar ksnen, 
as well as shar pshoot er s froD other states , this was a gr oup of men who 
could each put ten consecutive shots into a targ ct at s i x hundred fe ct 
",ith en gvcr Gi;e di s t ance frol".' t.he c ent er of less than five incl!cs . J.'­
gainst this deadly fi r e , one of Law' s regiments alr:lOst broke, but they 
rallied and the brigade swept on, a long line of vet erans i n sun­
bleached gr ay , bayonets shining, colour staffs slanting forward, the 
flags of the Confederacy f lickering above them. v,~en they go t to where 
they could start giving it ba ck t o the Yankees, the sharpshoot ers 
suddenly withdrew; part of them went back to a little hill on the l eft 
(Devil's Den) and the ot her part ran up Big Round Top and di sappeared 
among the trees and boulder s . 

From this position the shar pshoot er s began sniping 8~ain at the 
right flank of the Confederate advance ." 

--- 00000--­
AVALON HILL GAMES . 

International post al rates have been increased by the United States 
Government Po st Office authorities . Postage on Avalon Hill Games will 
reflect an increase of ;t . 20. I ns"tead of a charge for surface parcel 
postage of 8s . 6d . , this charge will become lOs . 6d . On the heavier 
Blit zkriee and Jut18nd games , this postage charg e wi ll be the same 
(12s . 6d . ). 



INFANTRY IN WORLD WAR n 
by 

Ron fliles . 

This i s a complex business because the role of infantry i n the 
second vforld 1dar can be viewed from completely opposite ends of ,the 
scale . On the one hand, unlike period we.rgames in which the infantry 
were the principle a,ctors, in World VIar I I there were numerous in­
ste-nces of infantry battling without much success m8.chines. The ee.rly 
Polish c8.mpaign , the fal l of Fre.nce are good examples. During the 
Libyan des ert campaign the infe,ntry were unable to move without 
v ehic l es and the retur n to Europe was me,inly per formed by machines wi th 
infantry in a secondary role. I t coul d be c l a i med that i nfant r y onl y 
fi l led in to hold ground, whistling up e.rmoured vehicles to get them 
out of troub l e when it occurred . • 

It can be claimed that Worl d War II we-s a war of machines and that 
e.ny wargame of that period must similarly have machi nes domi nating the 
te-b l e top with infant ry purely 8,ctilig in r:, fi lling in role . Small 
commando 2nd airborne raids C8.n be carried out but in staging these , i n 
a way you "Te not fight i ng World 1'1ar II but gn extension of musket war­
f8Te in l ess attractive uniforms . I f you look at World \'far II i n this 
light then your te,bl e top bHttles wi l l revolve Hround armour e.nd your 
infe.ntry wi ll only be an extendable irritation . 

How can we alt er t his s o t hat t he i nfantrymen , can , on ou~ t abl e 
top a , r egai n h i a rightful place I1nd, domi nat e the, bai;tlei'i eld, to hold 
i t agai nst all comers . In the first plece , you can org2,nis e your forma­
tions in any m2nner you wish but you must give them heavy and light 
anti- tank weapons. The one thing that a l ways appears to be overlooked 
in Horld War II wargmni ng is the near- blindness of a t8nk. Your rul es 
Should be formulated so e,s to take full 2,dvantage of this by naking a l l 
tall,s nominate whether they are clos ed up or open. If a t8.nk is closed , 
then it must be to the disadv8Jlte.ge with only a 50~c che.nce of seeing any 
target and c ertainly much less chence of seeing a coupl e of infantrymen 

'an::ted, 1'1i th a piot or Hnti- tank grenade, crouching do"m in a, ditch . 

Her e , in one s\'!ccp, you have 2. mee,ns of gi ving infantry a defi nite 
role in a World Vlar II wargame . 8 ii:lilcrly, the tank will now have to 
employ supporting inf2.ntry to defend it~elf against the enemy infantry­
men whom it is hardl y able to see . 

If the tank is open, the comne.nder hHs no vision difficulties but 
he is liabl e to become a c8,sUHl ty by the shot, lucky or e ther wise , of 
an infantry sni per. This !Jeans th8,t the tank is not only b l ind but 
commanderless 8,nd 2. rule should, be us ed making it ess ential for some 
sort of a "morEl,le" deciSion by dice or s ome other f2,vouri te means . 
I nfantry 2.1so stand oor e than a better chance against unsupported 
armour if t he armour can be l ured into a town so as to become involved 
in street fighting . 

Commando and p8.ratroop operations can be turned into Hlmost purely 
i nfantr y affairs to becooe inter esting 8nd either d ep,dly serious or 
light hearted . 

If you give your modern infantrym= a fa,irly high rp,te of fire =d 
mov~ment , 8~d a high survival rEte then you will find, that he will f i ll 
an lnter estlnc; "11 Y2_1" 2101" role in you r2,ble top bat-cles. 

• 
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FIST:b'ULS OF' DYlTPJ'cITE! GREFADES In WARGl'JlING? 
-~~-. 

fly De.vl d Clark. 

I have seen meny sets of Yll.les dee.ling with modern Vle.rgrunes, yet , 
i n e.ll these, I have never found Yllles dealing VIi th one of the most 
used p.Jld i n some r espects, the most useful of infantry weapons, the 
g r ell2.de. This void my article (I hope) will fill. 

The grenade W2.S used universally, e. sta.tement that will be borne 
out, I am sure, by any infantryman (on any side) in the last two 
world vmrs. T 2nkS, Pill-boxes ond houses, a ll have been destroyed or 
systeme.tically cr.rried by men with grenades. For any doubters I have 
dug up the follo.ring quotes: 

"they raced p.hcad with their rifles slung-relyino- fO.T ·effect 
upon the ample supplies of stick bombs they c 2.rried" r~RE LAST ACT 
1918, Barried Pitt). 

"the grenade vms the only vJeapon that maintained it's effi ciency" 
(BJillBAROSSA , Alru1 Clark). 

"go throngh the whole houso, 2.r ain 2.1ways with a grengde first 
:c.nd you after" (BARBAROSSA, Alan Clark) . 

If there :C.re still I'.ny sceptics, I I'1.sk them to purchase No 8 of 
"lJurnells history of the Second World War" , i n it t h ey 'tJill find, on 
paf;e 219, a picture of a German soldier. If they l ook closely they 
will notice that, apart from the grenl'1.des he obviously c2.rri es in his 
g renp.de ce.nnister, he hgs e bag slung from his shoulder with several 
in it, ene i n his hl'1.nd fmd one in each boot! 

In the c21llpaign I run about to fight with 2. friend, one m8.ny in 
every five i s a greandier a nd is represented by a figure throwing a 
grenade, who nay <7.1so be used as a rifleman. No\'! , of course, the 
l<7st stp.toment vrill bring out a cry from e.ny reeder of "After e],]p11[',s ­
ising the widespre['.d use of the grenade, why doesn't this s uy let 
every figure us e thorn?" VeIl, the .,mswer is to provent the abuse of 
thE: c;rcnade on tho table top. From bitter oxperionc o I have learnt 
that one-figu r o-one-gronado does not work , in an o2rlior c2Jllp,d l';n where 
the g renade WF'.S carried unrestrict ed, 2ott['.cking trulks were swrunped by 
hordes of grenade bearing i nf<7,nt r y eXld destroyed. Which is conpletely 
ridiculous , it just would not h[',)) )) on in ronl life. After nIl it is 
not every aan who will leap ["board on enemy tFmk or rush up to a pill­
box and thrust a gr enHde down the lead spi ttin,,' appeture is it? Of 
cours e for m['.ssive Stalingrade type fighting where it is almost 2.11 
house-to-house then, and then only, is it practical for every fi Kure 
to usc a grenade . 

Here then, after my long prorunble, which, I hope, has impressed 
upon modern wargmlers the neeessi ty of the repres ento.tion and elsa for 
the restriction of the g renade on the table top, are my gr enade rules: 

ltange = 2;1 (or ebout 100 Y2.rds on my scale). 

Casualties = I dice, half count as casualties, 2. 5 or a 6 is 
needed as a snving shot. 

Casualties in House rooms.-Jill-boxe~ = I dice, full score counts 
ns e8.sU:;".1 ties who need a 6 to survive. 



~inst Tanks = Grenadiers may l eap on to the back of a tank by 
getting n ~ice thrO\'1 of 5 or 6, if they fail they a re consi dc red to 
hnve fallen under the tre.cks gnd are killed (this p roc ess takes one 
full move) . Should they (he) mount the tQllk 2illQ find it occupied by 
enemy soldier(s) they ( he ) must fi :;ht a melee with him (them ) i n a 
strnight dice throw the h i ghest score killing the other(s). (This 
tekes one whole TIove ) . 

If the gr enr:.dier finds t he b2.ck of the tOI1..k unoccupied or Should 
he dispose of its occupants then he cr.,.""1. le2n over the s i de of the truik 
['.nd if he gets 0. dice throw of 4, 5 or 6 he Bny blE'.st off the t2.l1k 1 S 
tracks, thus rcmdoring the taIlj, i mmobile , should however, his dice 
throVl bc 1, 2 or 3 then he is t hrown off t he to.nk and killed. ( gruesome 
business isn't it?). (This also talu:;s up one full move). 

I hope my rules will be helpful to p.ny modern wargamers who are 
int crested ( except those who a lreE'.dy he.vo renp-de rules of their own 
and think mine unrealistic) I am sure that the inclusion of grenf'.des 
will add something to bouts of 'in fi ghting' and so they cpn tpkG 
thcir pl a c c along 'vi t h riflcs and sub- TIP-chine guns ?S v i tal infe.ntr;;r 
wep.pons on the war go..'!l8s table . 

-+ -, - 00000---

Peter Gouldesbrough writes: - "Peter Davis seems to be having t h e 
same difficulties that I have about the respective lengths of mov e for 
infn..."ltry across country in column and line. 

Some ideas for this is the Napoleonic period can be go t from the 
1803 edition of the Rules and Regulations for the Formations, Field­
Exercise and Novements of His Najesty ' s Forces . This shows three 
steps, the ordinary step, quick step and quickest step . These re­
present 75, 108 and 1 20 paces per minute respectively. The quick 
step is directed to be used in 8.11 filings of di v i Sions from line in­
to column or from column into line and by battalion columns of 
manoeuvre when independently chenging posi tio'n. ' It may occaSionally 
be used in the column of ma.rch of smal l bodies . .. but in the march 
in line of a consio.erable body it is not to be reQuired , e.nd very 
seldom in a column of manoeuvre' . The quick step is a lso pr escribed 
for the movements of li ~ht companies , except when firing , but they 
' are never to run, unless particularly directed'. The quickest step 
is used for wheeling. 

This suggests two len(Sths of move, one about half as long again 
as the ot4er. The ordinary step can be used in line or square and 
the quick step in column or in open order or when changing formation . 
The trouble with that l ast rule is tha t the i ngenious player seems 
always to be changing formation ~ Another di fficulty is in connection 
with units retiring in disorder. If they move onl y at the quick step 
they canno t outdistance a column f ollowing in close order, whi ch seems 
unrealistic. I am a l ways unwilling to introduce unnecessary com­
plications, but it does l ook as though this cal ls for a special move, 
probably twice the length of the ordinary step." 

---00000---
llms and J.rmour I nternational, 1967 . l.n Internationa l A=s 

Exhi bi tion has been arranged to take place in London, at the 
Horticultural Hall, Vi nc ent Squa re, Westminster, S . W. L, from 29th 
June to 1st July i ncl us i ve . Detai l s from Mr . R.Dufty , 141 Bromsgrove 
Street, Biroip~haL. 5. 



WHAT'S NEW? 

At last: Airfix products have brought out their latest offering -
the one for ' which we have been waiting. I am referring of course to 
the box containing 55 HO and 00 scale Roman soldiers. Now, I am no 
expert on this period and I am not very clear as to what part of the 
vast extent of the time covered by the Roman Empire these soldiers 8.re 
meant to represent. Nevertheless to me they look very good and, once 
again, I am committed to building up an army in yet another period. 
The box contains a Standard bearer; a centurian; a four-horse chariot; 
together with a driver and officer; 20 legiona ires in various fighting 
positions and 4 Auxiliaries Archers. In my mind's eye I can already 
see my cohorts and Manipilles assembled on the tp.ble ready for action -
but who are they to fight? In this co=ection it seems to me that one 
might well adapt the Roman chariot (which is in reality an anomaly in 
this set) to become a chariot of one of the many foes taken on by the 
Roman Empire and the Auxilie.ry Archers can also be painted and massed 
to similarly form a suitable enemy. Until such time as Airfix bring 
out Gauls or Anci ent Britons or Germans or whatever they consider suit­
able as an enemy, the rest of our enemy can be made up by metal figures 
purchas ed from ~finiature Figurines or Hinton Hunt Figures. 

Other Airfix offerings include a 1:72 scale Avro 504K military air­
craft. This plane had what is possibly the longest service life of any 
aircraft ever built, fighting in World War I and with the Greek Air 
Force well into World 'vlar II. In addition Airfix have put out Italian 
Fiat G.50 bis Freccia (Arrow) aircraft to form one of the few Italian 
World \'Jar II aircraft available. 

The range of 1:86 scale Roco Ninitanks coming into this country 
is r ap idly growing. The latest includes the new Federal German Army 
Leopard tame, selling at 2s.6d.; a model of the German 10.5 cm field 
howitzer, priced at 2s.6d., complete with towing limber and optional 
barrel for conversion to the 10 cm model; a range of Dodge trucks of 
the U.S.Army and a complex model of the Federal German Alligator 
motorised amphibious assault bridg e . An astonishing piece of plastic 

• moulding, the latter reproduc es all the revolutionary fegtures of the 
original gnd should be a part of the table top equipment of any Vlar­
gamer fighting really modern battles. This rang e of vehicles is 
import ed to Britain by Model Hobby Products Limited (address WL~nown 
to me at the moment) but they are also availab l e at Eamleys in Regent 
Street, London, and can be SGen in many Woolworths. 

---00000---

Chris Beaumont writes:- "On the subject of rules, my American 
lCivil War ones seem to have reached perfection; in other words I 
~ave now fought two battles without changing a single thing in the 
rules, which is a record as far as my rules go. I liked the idea 
put forward in the Newsletter some months ago (in connection with 
the use of roulette wheels) whereby there is an average, norcal 
percentage of hits half the time and variations for better or worse 
the rest of the time. I have adopted a similar method (using dice) 
for my American Civil War games and it speeds up the whole game 
tenfold. I have also cut out saving throws, at the same time re­
ducing the effect of fire and this also helps tremendously." 



BOOK REVI 1:,,\/ • 

NORTILWEST FROlTTIER by Arthur Swinson (Hutchinson, London, 1967 -
45s . - d .). Hine and a half inches by six; 354 paGes; 22 plates; 4 maps. 

I feel particularly qualified to comment upon this book as I have 

= 

.iust spent the past twelve months working through mo re or l ess the same 
sources as Hr. Swinson in connection with a book of my own. I am only 
sorry that the author of this book r ealised before myself that a modern 
work on this fascinating part of the world was long overdue .. But, to a 
cert a.in extent, at this point the resemblance between our obJectlv¢s 
ends in that whi l st I am writing in a purely military sense and often ... 
from the viewpoint of the common soldier, Yr. Swinson is dealing most 
fully?nd competently with thc politic~ans, the. oipl,omats, and . the maze 
of intrigues that went on with conne ctlon the 1'.orth_rlest Frontler be-
tween 1839 and 1947. 

rever complet ely cle?.red up duri np: Bri tains lone: stay in India, 
this running sore of fanatically milit?nt tribesmen fip:hting ii':;ir!;'~.the 
wild est and most difficult of terrains presents a.s colourful and typical 
e. picture of the operRtions necessary to maintain the Briti sh Empire •. 
It is a. matter of regret to man;y (ano relief to others) that the affalr 
has now ended so fe.r a.s we are concerned . I-revertheless, as J.11r..'. Sw:J;i!ger. 
so truly intime.tes, it is Quite possibl e that " .. . deep down i n the 
Bri tish sub- concious there -was a.n ext r eme reluctance to solve the tribal 
problem. The Frontier provided an exhaustible vein of excitement; it 
was a testine: ground for new weapons; it waS a live training area for 
officers E •. nd men; it made the Army feel it had a real job to do . Further­
more it fulfill ed the basic human need for drama; it was all that remained 
of the Great Game . The Army did not want the d€struction or dispersal of 
-thc trib.es.i,. for, if this happened t hc came would b c over". 

Purely from a personal viewpoint, I found a certain feeling l acking 
in the description of the battles and certainly feel that maps O~ ~i~~rams 
o~,·t~.ec,btJ.htJ:QI'~ tkcDselves would have been very helpful. Hany of these 
conflicts present ideal situations for reproduction on the wargames table, 
ranging from a small puhitive expedition to such battles as Peiwar Kot a l ¢ 

or I1aiwand. 

Nr. Swinson has very competent ly covered the intricate po litical 
aspects of the area and indeed of India itself. Names such as Disraeli, 
Gladstone, Lawrence , Lytton, Curzon flare and die a longSide such r evered 
military names as Nicholson , Roberts, Chamberlain, Blood and Wavell. it 
must be accept ed that to understand all that went on on the No rth-West 
Frontier one must conSider both political and military aspects , to con­
Sider onl y the latter i s merely to be interested in battles and fighti,g. -
Th e reader c.f.~. tpiis . book ·wd.Il· possoos a text book, cl early explaining to 
him the reason for events and for successes and failures. It i s useful 
to have a backgroQ~d picture, inde ed an excuse , to perpetrate a wargame 
on the tabl e- top - this book ampl y supplies it. 

In conclUSion, the plates are well chosen, many of them a r e new to 
me and a~e worthy of the book itself. 

D. ]<" .F. 
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LOOKING AROUND. 

Airfix Hagazine - Eay 1967. Air Viargamers will be interested in 

World "loJar I reminisc ences of the Avro 504K; part 2 of the series of 
articles on converting Airfix figures into Crimean 1ilar models; an . 
article on moulding tank turrets; Chris Ellis writes with illus tratlons 
on Sherman kit conversions and all the usual interesting features about 
new kits, correspond.ence etc. 

The Bulletin (The British Node l Soldier Society) - April 1967. 
Details of the North Eastern areas VTargames Tournament in York on the 
27th l(;ay and a lso advanced information about the National 1ilargames 
Ch&lipionShips; a review of new figures, models 2~d plates; book list; 
a flat figure revievl; an Article on Hi ghl e.nd uniforms; an illustrated 
description of a trooper of the Polish Lanc ers of the 1st Empire plus 
all the usual articles and features on uniforms, history etc. 

-- Hodel Boats ~ May 1967. Po.rt 14 of the Fighting Fleets in mlnla­
ture - plans a"YJ.d details aircraft carriers U.S.S. Bogue and Benham, 
plans and details of H.r1.BC'.rk Endeavour and a plan for the Chinese 
cruiser "Ning Hai " 1931. There a re a number of interesting features 
for Wargamers to be ferreted out from this m8gazine - for example one 
advertis er is offering Napoleoni c ships, cannon and ce.rriages at 9d. 
8ach~ 

:tradi tion - r:umber 20. This m2.gazine has delighted me in its last 
two editions because they have featured consiberably British Inf2~try 
of the 18th century - a period in 'which I am about to become involved! 
Issue mmber 20 has a front page illustra tion of a Trooper of the 4th 
Dragoons in 1751 and an excellent illustrated article by Charles 
Stadden on the Life Guards in 1750. I had not intended to have any 
Life Guards in my aI111Y but now I've Simply got to! Newell Chamberlin 
continues his articles on the wars in Hew Bngland during the mid-18th 
century (there is a brilliant illustration with this article), the 
Russo-Swedish War article continues and there is Salvo Twenty of 
Brigadier Peter Young's Random Shots. Napoleonic fe.ns will find the 
greatest of value in part 3 of the e.rticles on the British Royal 
Regiment of Artillery in the Vre.terloo campaign 2.lld similar valuable 
information can a lso be found in the article on the veli tes of the 
Guard by lIajor 1" .J.Barthorp. I don't know if there are any 1ilarg8111erS 
interested in General Offic ers of Norway and Sweden between 189 J, and. 
1918, but if there a re the fullest details of their uniforms are given 
in this issUio. Nore of us are likely to find va.lue in the details of 

orms of 17th century Fr ench info.ntry. Charles Grant c2crries on 
th part 6 of his articles on The ~'leT G2.IDe - this time dee.ling with 

melee. Coloured plates depict Indian Army Cavo.lry, including one 
unted on a crunel; Gordon of Khartoum similarly mounted e.nd a British 

officer of the 11th Hussars in 1900. There are two excellent coloured 
uniform plates of British Infantry in 1751 2~d a Kettledrummer of the 
1st Regiment of Horse of the same period plus a page of coloured photo­
gr[1,phs of the latest Norman Newton models of the Franco-Prussian War -
French, Prussian, Bavarian e.nd French CuiraSSiers. 

The Trumpeter. This is the official publication of the British 
Columbia Canad2. Chapter of the Nodel Generals' Club. Its Editor is 



• 

J .A.Hutchings of 4-014 Trinity Burnaby 2 , B.C., Canada . For the first 
time this magazine is now being circulated together with a co py of t h e 
Canadian ',vargalJler edited by John I'Iansfield who is now serving in the 
Canadian Army. These are both excellent little Newsletters and pro­
vide an ideal means of keeping groups in touch with each other - an 
essential when in a country as large as Canada. It is obvious from 
both issues that the Viar gamer s concerned are extremel y active and en­
thus i e,st ic - this can also be seen from the further notes in this 
issue on J ack Hutchings and hi s activiti es . The Trumpet er cont ains 
illustrated details of the uniform of the 53rd Haryland Guard of the 
American Civil War and details of a r efought battle of Pea Ridge com­
pl ete with map . The Cm18.dian vlarg8lller has some int eresting articles ; 
an article on Airf ix conver sions to make them into troops of Warld War 
II p lus some most stimulating correspondent columns and illustrations 
with uniform details of a gener al soldier of the U.S .Army in t he 1760's 
and a soldier of the 76th Regi ment of Foot in 1818 . 

It is int er est ing to note how many of these Cl ub magazines a r e now 
coming out. I f the spate continues then the Editor of Wargamer ' s News­
l ett 'er might be able to a chi eve the ambition of r elinquishing this 
sometimes onerous chore and get ting on with his own wargamiD~ ! 

The Gr enadier - Bulletin of the Chelt enham Wargemes Club . May 1967. 
This livel ',r little bulletin r eDorts the recent theori es of g8llles with 
the Birmi~ham Club - these in~luded a Seven Years War battle; a 
Napoleonica Naval battle Rnd a modern game . All of , these wlll be ~ully 
repor t.e('\ in I pter i s·sues pf the IJev/sl etter. Thcre l S pIs';) p <'es crlpt­
i on of [1, very int ercsting- sounr'.il1i' '!C' rl,' '.'fT II Lib:rf.n b!'t tl o i n . u11ic11 
an AustriM force defended an o8.sis; the batt l e included alr support. 

---00000---

Bob Trimble writes: - "Well, most surprising : no philosophy t his 
time, just theories (quit e possible totally unworkable). Nothing r e­
lating to rocket attacks, jet aircraft , napalm drops, or the other 
appurtenances of aerial warfar e from the s tart of World Vrar II up t o 
the present, but I leav e that to the Vrargamers who are also aeronauts, 
and aroused enough ("That will never work !") to have a go on their own -
I have never claimed to be an active Wargamer , or anythi ng other than 
an aeronaut, after all. Harl eyford, Putnam and HacDonal d CBIl take . 
care of any r ef er ence pr oblems encountered , as well as "Aeromodell er ·, "."'" 
and, more limit ed as far as distribution goes , the Cross and Cockade 
(strictly World War I) and American Aviation Historical Society, member­
ship being necessary to get the quarterly journals both publish. 

I still cannot think of a r eally good way to s i mul ate ack ack: 
combined dic e throws; guessir~ where the ple~e will be on its prU~Ld[~~ 
flight path, marked out on a maD of the tabl e top before take off 
which must be followed exactly (this may be the best idea). Airfix 
and Revell are bringing out more vlorld "Tar I kits - another obs t ype 
final l y, German this time , from Airfix, and a tripl ane from Revell; 
and Airfix Hagazine continues to publish dope that i s very nearly 
exclusive, no t t o say r evol utionary in some instances: Roy Brown's 
Camel, for instanc e , in the Frebruary issue ." 

, 
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C. H. JOHNSO~ 
P .O. Box 281 '. 
Asbury Park, 
N. J. , 07712 
U. S . A. . " 

I~ltli I,i:l-ry 
/ 1 :i ni<.tures 
.Book5 - Prints 
Games 

Catering to c"llectors 'of cvery persuas i dn . .:argamer$ will r ecei v~ .. 
2. double we lcome . 

bur servi ce encompasses miniatures for the most discerning collectorE 
in most s .~ales as well as battl eground scenery, paints , books, print::; 
wargames and acce ssor ,ies. .VIri te for illu<jtrated lists. 

FULL PAS' B:' 
HAL::' P AG :;:; : 

Rf.'l':8S FOE LDVSRTISEG Ir 'i':c':rs EAGAZTj'''::; 

£ 2 .10 , Od. ('t7) per month . 
[,1. 5 , Od. (%3 . 50) do. 

"'U'j'RT1':R '''G·';;'' 12 ~ 6' .Jif :u. • ..J;. ; • .t-' .. .;.:J. u . 0, . 

7s . 0C: . 
(%2) per month 
(%1) do . 

An entire ~"e8.r' s p.d:vertisint; orc.erecc 2nc. pr,ic. for in P.CY2.nce 'trill gair, 
a c1.iscOWlt Ai 20~. ~ ;':. the 2.bove b2.s ic r 2.tes . 

IKPOll.TAI:'I. 1:he 2;!:Jeve bo.sic rat es 2.re f or 0. t;yped advertisement . If 2l1Y 
sort of lL1.e c.r2."ril~[" photogr2.ph or illus trp,tiO;1 f ' I"Jls pert 
of the f'.dvert i sement or if letterinb i s of =y other type­
f Hce tha;". is possible v io. 2. typewriter then 2. sp ecial 
electronic stencil i s necess &r~ . Thi s &dds to the cost ~ f the 
e.G.vert e.s i t :1.<lS to b e cut and: 'IIi th s tretchin,s , will <lnly 
lc,st f or three mont:18 issues of the l\ewsletter. ':rhus , if y. u 
1'18.c"lt to use these stencils in your E'.C:vert it will be necess-
2.:ry to add the f ll llowing sum to yl'lur ye8.rl.y o.dvert i s ement . 

A8-:8: £2 .12. 6c .• ('t7 . 50) EAL? FAG:::': ,':1.7.0d. (%4) QUARTSR PAGE : 
13 . 6d . ('t2). 

ClaSSi f ied Advertis ements: 2d per 'ltlQrd (minimmn 12 word.s) . 
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BArnES : 

let t flm;, supply the troops ond equipment! 
With AIRFIX it's easy and Inexpensive. 

~ AIRFIX OO/HO gauge models are 
U incredibly accurate miniatures. 

t "4 Each set costs only 2/-. 
• OR pS • -:t.. You can have a full scale war 

. .-~ ",. on your hands for less than 201-! 
. ~ "",. 

~_ .:.._..\0... .... -. ......... -~~ --..;..; 
~ ..... 

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 
UNION ARMY-4I pl.e .. 

All R6I&S II 
IIllISlIC 'CIIOM POSES! 

Oth6' models in the A'RFIX OOlHO range 
of Scale Figures 21· .ac.h r.tat. 

Guards Band 
Farm Stock. 
Cowboys 
Wagon Train 
Japanese Infantry 
Sheriff of Nottingham 

Colour Party 
German Infantry 
Indians 
U.S. Marines 
Arabs (Bedouin) 
U.S. Cavairy 

Ir.f. Combat Group 
Civilian Personnel 
FQfeign Legion 
Rus!'>ian Infantry 
Robin Hood 
Paratroopers 

Other models of weapons 
and armoured vehicle. all 2/· to :Si" each 

Panthor Tank · 
Panzer Assault Gun 
Bren Gun Carrier 
German Armoured Car 
B~ffalo Amphibian 

Churchill Tank 
Stalin Tank 
Centurion Tank 
nU.KW. 
T ank Transporter 

tiSHTH ARIIY-4I pi.co .. 

AMERICAN CIVIL WAit 
COHF£DERATf ARMY~.q plet;:e. 

elttlTOL ... OODHOUHD 

CONSTRUCTION IITS 
FROM MODEL, HOBBY AND TOY SHOPS.AND F . .JN. WOOLWORTH. 


