












COUNSELS OF WJJI. . 

This is the second of a series of suggest­
ions, ideas or proposit i ons calculated to 
stimule.te act i on and a r gUI'lent among wargamers. 
You a re invited to send in your views and ideas 
for future items t o be i ncluded under this 
hee.di ng . 

Last l'1onth we discussed the chances of the 
English l ongbowman when opposed by the Horse­
archer . Let us go a littl e further i nto the 
skill and faculties of the English archer, who 
appears to have been a highly mobile and well­
trained light infantryman . He carried into the 
field a sheaf of 24 arrows , buckled wi thin his' 
girdl e . It \'I8.S said that he could send six 
a imed arr ows a t a t ar get per n i nute with an 
effective r ange of 250 yards an extreme 
range of 350 yards . When h is arrows had gone, 
he could ei ther avmi t a new supply or pick up 
discharged arrows from t he ground end f ire them 

b a ck at the enemy who had orig inally fired them at him . Weari ng a 
steel c e.p aIld. sometimes a mail brig=dine , and armed with short 
swor ds, daggers , axes or mauls (a heavy me.llet) , he was a formidabl e 

[",t f!lose qupxte'Ts . 

That was the situation in 1 346 , at the time of the Battle of 
Crecy. Five hundred years l a ter, during the First Si kh Wa r of 
1845- 46 the iJ'l..fantry- was still armed with the old "Brown Bess " 
IlUsket of the Peninsular with an extrel!le range of 400 to 500 
yards but a.."l effective killing r ange of about 100 yards and onl y 
then with controll ed fire by v olleys . It was possible for a 
trained soldier to lo ad =0. fir e thr ee tiBes in a minute but it i s 
said tha t he could expect two out of every thirteen shots to be 
mis- fired and it i s a fair as sUL1ption the.t i f h i s bayonet was 
fixed then his rate of fi re was halved . 

How woul d the Briti sh infantryman, or iVellington ' s f=ous 
warriors of t he Peni nsuhlr , fe.re against their ancest ors of 500 
years earli er? It is not a t all difficult t o set this u ' on the 
wargumes table, using Airfix archer s from the Robin Hood and 
Sheriff of sets against your normal Napol eonic troops . 
Rules shoul d be me.de to cOl!lpensate for t he differences in effec­
t i ve r ange an d rate of fir e , b earing in nind that the archer 
carri ed 24 arrows while the inf=tryman carried 60 rounds of 
8l'lflunition in his pouch . Noral e factors of being hit by a bull et 
weighing 14-lz- to the l b . or a f eathered shaft appear to be about 
equal, whil e both sides would probabl y be considerably put out by 
the dense cloud of smoke which woul d hang over the bc.ttl efield 
and reduce visability to as little as 70 or 80 yards . 
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RE-FIGh"TI HG THE PEYINSULA WAR - No .2. 

THE BATTLE OF ROLICA 17th AUGUST, 1808 

A French force under General Delaborde were i n a s trong 
position before the village of Rolica , in the centre of a horse­
shoe of hills, the terrain within which was irregul ar and. broken. 
,rellington was advancing and endeavouri ng to engage Del ab'o r de 
b efore he managed to jo in fo r ces vii th ano t her Fr ench army under 
~oi~on, half a days ~arch to the east . W~ll es l~y (at.this ~tage 
~ t ~s better to so t~ tle the Duke of Well~ngton) d~ ~ded h~s 
force i nto t hree columns , the most povierful of which under his 
direct command moved down t he centre of the valley t owards the 
French pOS i t ion at Rolica. It consist ed of 3t Brigades of British 
i nfantry , a weak batte.lion of Portugese Cacadores , a few British 
and Portugese cavalry and 12 guns, in all about 9 ,000 men. Far i n 
advance of the main British fo rce to the right and west , a flarMing 
column of about 1,400 Portugese under Trant hastened through the 
hills as one half of a pincer to encircle t he Fr ench , t he other 
half of this same movement was a far mor e powerful eoluEL~ to t he 
l eft and east , commanded by Fer guson cons isting of 2 Brigades of 
Infant ry, half a brigade of Fane ' s riflemen , a detachment of 40 
cavalry and 6 guns. This column, . . about 4,500 strong, also 4ad t he 
t ask of pro t ect i ng the flapk should the French under Loison' 
Cl.ttack . 

After some skirmi shing bet ween the French tiraill eurs .. and 
yfellesl py'slight companies, Del aborde r etired b ehind his cavalry 
screen to a second pOSition two miles further south which he had 
chosen some days earli er. The French occupi ed a section about 
three- quarters of a mile wide of a horseshoe of hills, with each 
fl ank r esting on deep br eaches in the hills wor n by \~inter s treams. 
The f ront of the pOSition appear ed .too s t eep to climb, except 
where four boul der choked gul;I.i es reached back into th e ri dge . 
Along the summit of the ridge a natural dyke s tretched which gave 
the Fr ench a fine natural brea.stwork . Their cannon from t he top 
of the r idge could s\'Jeep the valley through which the British had 
t o advance. Their force consisted of 5 bat talions of Infant r y; 
3 squadrons of Cavalry; and 5 guns - a total of about 4 ,400 men. 

Vlelleslpy'smain column advanced wi thin arti llery range and 
deployed into line of battle whi l s t spiri ted skirmishing between 
the light companies and the French t iraill eur s at the foot of the 
s lope commenced at once. Sir Arthur did not intend to pr ess his 
attack unti l hi s flanking forces were sufficiently far advanced 
to ai d the main attack. Meanwhil e he k ept up pressure with his 
skirmisher s and artiller y to make a Fr ench withdrawal diffi cult. 
Aft er Colonel Lake had inadvertently got a small amd disordered 
J!lritish column up one of the boulder-strewn gullies which r a.n deep 
~nto the French pOSition, being killed himself a.nd taking h eavy 
losses, Welles l ey r ealis ed that severe fightir~ was inevitabl e and 



ordered an immediate general attack. The whole British line moved 
forward up the four gullies and. the steep slopes between them. They 
were unable to take advantage of their numerical superiority nor 
could they use any definite fonnation. 

Uni ts found ways which enabled them to reach the summit wi th­
out s Elrious oPPosition and soon there was a continuous line of 
British infantry formed along the I'Jestern half of the ridge itself 
and fi ghting of a severe nature took place. 

Once the French pOSition was reached, Delaborde accepted de­
feat but minimised it by okilfully withdrawing his four infantry 
battalions alternatively two at a time , covered by his cavalry. 
Wellington did not press his advantage because he had heard that 
Loison's forces were only five miles away. \fellesley's army was 
three times as strong as Delaborde's, but the numbers actually en­
gaged were about equal. The French lost about 700 compared to 485 
British and they lost 3/5ths of their artillery. 

THE BATTLE OF ROLICA FOUGHT AS A WARGAME. 

We ent ored into this battle at the stage where Delaborde had 
retreated back and was strongly in pOSition on the top of the ridge 
approaohed by four boulder-strewn gullies and v ery steep slopes. 
The terrain was laid out on an 8' x 4' tabl e as sho"m in the 
accompanying map. 

PrOD his force of 350 men, \'!elle81ey had to detach two flm1lr­
ip.g columns, leaving him with a forc e of about 200 men, all 
infantry plus three guns. The French. behind a convenient rocky 
breastwork had 115 infantry, 15 cavalry and 1 gun. 

Delaborde was aware that a strong flanking column was approach­
ing him from the east but he did not know when to expect its 
arrival, on the other hand, neither did Wellesley know when his 
column would arrive, being unaware of any difficulties they might 
encounter on route. To represent this on the wargames table, ru1 
impartial umpire threw 3 dice and added the totals together, this 
total represented the number of game-moves at which Ferguson's 
flru1lring column would arrive on Delaborde's right flank. The pro­
viso was made that Delaborde would be told 3 moves before the 
column actually arrived as it ,,/as conSidered likely that he would 
have seen them approaching from his lofty position. 

The battle opened by a strong British column advancing up the 
western most gully with a smaller column advancing up the eastern 
gully. The centre/eastern gully was rapidly traversed by a force 
of riflemen whilst the centre/western gully held a reserve force of 
2 battalions of infantry whilst a gun was thrown forward halfway up 
thc gully and brou,ght into action. A gun also accompanied the rifle­
men up the centre/eastern gully. 



v'men within rcillge a sharp fire fight ensued between the two 
eastern cohunns mld the far western column. The latter strw~gled 
to deploy on emerginr, from the top of the gully, their mm,b ers 
impeding them mld making this manoeuvre difficult. They were 
charged by the French cavalry gnd siDilarly enga;:;ed by a batt2.1ion 
of French infantry, the resulting melee continuing for a nuaber of 
game-moves. 1'he British eastern flank came under fire from the 
French artillery and the riflemen, el'lcrging froEl the top of the 
gully deployed into skirmishing lines mld engggcd simil= lines of 
French Tirailleurs. After about 4 moves the French glID was knockcd­
out by artillery fire, a very severe blow to the French as they now 
had no artillery what so ever. A French infe.Jltry regiment, tDldng 
severe losses, found their eorale to be insufficient to stm'ld the 
strain 8nd retreat ed bacl, out of line. 

Dele.borde was becoming a little 8pprehensive 8S the bE'cttle 
went on, Vlondering when Ferguson's flar.king coluI:1n were going to 
appr08ch. They were coming from the British left on which flm-ill: 
the British forces were doip.,:;; the most d2Llage mId makine the 
greatest 8dvEtnces . On the 11th game-TIove, Delaborde could stand 
the strain no longer and disengaged his cavalry and begml a wi th­
drawal. He vIres close enough to the rear end of the table to be 
ablo t o [;uccc:Jsfully evncuate hie forces vlitllout then bein.:; enco..:·cd 
by the British, who lacked cavalry. 

It transpired that the 3 dice thrown to indicate the tine of 
arri v81 of the flanking force had turned up two 6' s and a ~- so that 
Delaborde had two nore naves before he would have been told that 
the British were approaching and then three nore Boves to get off 
the table. Under the circumstances it was considered that although 
this was lLYJdoubtedly a British victory, the French h8.d e8Tned them­
selves 1 point so that the final score W8S v!ellesley 2 points, 
Dele.borde 1 point. 

Next Bonth - the historical b8ckground and report of a w8rgane 
reproducing the Battle of Viniero. 

---00000---

vrAl'lTEm InforHation on BAVARIAN a.nd other stand8Tds of 1870 
period. Please write to George Gush, 154D Upper Grosvenor Roe.d, 
T1.mbridge \Jells, Kent. Post2.ge will be preid. 

~- ---00000---

U.S .Dod.d of 86 Ferndale, W8terlooville, Port Sr:!outh , Hants, has 
kindly offered to a iel. in trcillslE'.ting pap ers etc., concerned with 
the hobby. He has knowledge 2.S folloVls:-

"A" Level - French, Sp2illish. 
"0" Level - Gern2.ll . 
Suattering - Chinese (intelligible to Japanese speru<ers). 

Please send st=ped addressed envelope. 
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~ENTLEMEN: HAVE A CAREl 

I believe that this pre-cautionary word of 
command was used in the 18th century to secure 
the at tention of a souad of soldiers. It seems 
appropriate that it should be the title of a 
monthly feature concerning wargaming in all its 
many and varied facets. 

In actual "/arfare, all commanders worthy of 
their salt ensured that t he advance of their army 
was covered by a screen of cavalry, sweeping the 

country in front of them. Thus, when Napoleon advffi1ced during 
his Jena campaign of 1806, he was protected by Murat with the 
cavalry, supported by the corps of Bernadotte. During the 
French advance of 1812, Murat with the cavalry was often 50 
miles ahead of the advance guards. During the American Civil 
War Jackson always made use of Ashby ffi1d later of Stuart to 
cover and screen his movements and during the South African War 
of 1899 to 1902, during Lord Roberts advance against Cronje, 
French with the cavalry was first given the task of seizing the 
high ground to the north of Kimberley, so as to cut Cronje's 
communications with the north and to facilitate the relief of 
Kinberley. 

Ii' one is to be cq1irlly rec.li stic whcn fighting a wargamei3'" 
campai gn , then similarly cavalry will have to be used to screen 
one's main force when moving on the map prior to conveying the 
actual battle on to the wargames table. This presents problems, 
because the cavalry will probably consist of squadrons of perhaps 
15 men advancing cautiously up a main road (on the map, of course). 
Should this small force of cavalry encounter a similarly sized 
cavalry force, then some decision has to be reached so that one 
or both of these forces carry out the task on which they are 
engaged. 

To spend a period of time constructing a wargames terrain of 
the area of their meeting and then devote part of a precious war­
gaming evening to a struggle involving a tot al of 30 men is not 
to everyone's liking. A better method is to call the cavalry 
force a regiment, composed of perhaps four Troops of 15 men each. 
Now, when these 60 men per side neet we have the nucleus of an 
interesting little wargame with the four sauadrons manoeuvrillg 
over the wargames table, dismounting and engaging in fire fights 
with caxbines as one co[rnander endeavours to catch and nelee a 
single Troop with two Troops of his own. 

Each side may send back a courier with a roughly drawn nap 
of the area if desired or the culmination of the small engagellent 
may consist of the winning side holding the ground they have 
gained until their main body arrives. 

$ . 



16th CENTURY vlARFARE - AND FLATS ~ 

by 

Pat Condray 

The Newsletter has recently mentioned 16th century wargames. 
I broached the subject to Joe i'1orschauser quite some time ago and 
some of his comments indicated that he had at least considered 
the subject beforehand . It seemed to me that the variety of figures 
aveilable for the 30 Years War as Vlell P.S the suitability of the 
period for moving trays. 

I was a little amused when I saw your author's comments on 
the scarcity of figures. He is, of course, referring to rounds. 
Aloys ' Ochel covers the Thirty Years War with a saturation barrage! 
You get landsknechts, musketeers, e.rquebusiers, crossbowmen, pike­
men, halbardiers, horse archers, pistol and lance armed heavy 
cavalry, dragoons, light horse of all sorts, heavy and light 
artillery (you can have full round guns for these) and all manner 
of odds and ends. 'tlallenstein, Gustavus Adolphus and others ere 
available in the portrait series. 

True, if you haven't got the energy to go around to the side 
of the table and abso lutely must watch the g~e fore and aft with 
nb deflection you have problems. \I'atching the game in profile is 
so much easier ~ 

The first flats I ever saw were 30mm Ochel's of the 30 Years 
\I'ar which had been liberated by a lad whose father we.s in the U.S. 
Army of Occupation. 

rhose flats have always fascinated me. They had the o~d pre­
war quality of painting, and when stood up rank upon rank they 
looked just like those old woodcuts of 16th century battles, you 
know the ones, hedges of pikes with little strips of musketeers 
along the sides with hedges of lances and ranks of pistol cavalry 
in polished black armour on the flameS! Buried in the pike squares 
were bright banners that looked rather like flames in a forest 
surrounded by gilded t abards all borne by gaily garbed soldiery. 

I have always rather hoped to do something with the 16th and 
17th c enturies, and it seemed that the best approach would be to 
give the pikemen shock powers roughly equal to heavy cavalry when 
the former were in close order. The Husketeers would have powers 
similar to those of the Napoleonic fusilier but with very little 
shock power. Light cavalry , with a far greater movement power than 
heavy would have slightly more shock effect than musketeers. The 
cannon would be, so far as I know, principally firing round shot, 
even so, they would have no little effect on the incredible forma­
tions of that day, when squares, (not hollow) were the common 



infantry fJ rmat ion . 

Definitely the "pike and' shot" era deserves consider ation, 

.. Among other things availe.bl e in flats - you r emember tho se off­
bee.t French line infantry types in the July issue? They answer ed a 
auest ion for me that had. been puzzling me ev er since I go t a set of 
'(French line Gren2.diers in overc02.ts firing" from Herr Oche1. Some 
of my grenadiers had funny litt l e ce.ps on . Huch earlier I h2.d some 
stral, figures of fusili ers in ,,!int er uniforms which a lso had "Have­
l ock' typ e flaps hanging down the neck . How I know whe.t t hese 
things are ! 

You fel l ows vlho s tick to full rounds sure he.ve your problems 
don ' t you? 

---00000---

Peter CTouldcsborough wr ites :- "I was g l ad to see "Le.dy Esten" 
ernong the brigade commanders i n Fr ed Vi etmeyer' s geme described in 
t he July Newsletter . That must h2.ve been Virginin Esten who was at 
the \,!p.terloo Convention with her friend }1rs.C pcTol Lorenz . They 
cp~e north to Edinburgh later on and I l nid on a demonstrat ion solo 
ge~e fo r them . She said she was goir~ back home to ple.y on l e.b 
tables wher e "ther e wot'-l d have to be hills over the Bunsen taps ". 
Do I detect the influence of her Scott i sh v isit in the fact that 
two. _.oLthe .. hnttaliona i IL_her brigcle .were High] and ones? " 

---00000---

by 

C.Ii .I. Clough 

I have been to Paris this year, and I visited the Husee de 
l' Armee (Ar.my nus eum) , situated in the Hotel des Invalides, open 
Wednesday to Saturday, 10a.m. - 12.15p.m. and 1. 30- 5p.m. 

'iii' 

The museum contains material that would be useful to all 
Napoleonic and Louis 14th period wargerners. It has the largest 
co l lection of weapons in the world, nearly 36,000 items a large " 
collection of drawings, and many French uniforms. ' 

Probably tB::e most interesting part of the Euseum to wargamers · 
and collectors is the display of model soldiers, flats, about 40mm 
size, representing the regiments of the French, Brit ish and Ge rman 
Armies at the time of liapo l eon . There are also many di oramas of 
Napo l eon's battles. 



l ~ 

r. 

THE COHPLICATIONS OF DICE 

by 

A. ji'A'I!CETT. 

I have recently been reading through the September issue of 
Newsletter. I was particularly interested in the article on "The 
Norale Fa ctor" by Neil Co g swell, but the table he presented o.t 
the end s eemed to me a s a mo.thematics student to be fallacious. 
I must admit that I 8~ not too sure what the table is supposed to 
show, bu t it appeared to me that in certain circumstances two 
different events were certain to occur. For example, I took the 
table to mean that when 3 dice are thrown the highest is certain 
to be both 5 and 6 . 

I t h erefore constructed my own table of actuo.l probabilities 
and from this a table showing the relative frequencies of each 
occurence. I h ave included these two t ables vlith this letter and 
I hope t h ey will be of some use to people like me who could not 
understand the original one. 

The first table expresses the probability that the highest 
of a g i v en number of dice is a certain value l between 1 and 6 of 
course). liiaturally, the probability that the highest dice is a 
c ert a in number, n say, is the S 8~e as the probability that the 
lowest dice is 7-n , for the S8111e number of dice. }ror example, 
for a given number of dice, n is 1 only if all the dice throvm 
show 1, similarly, 7-n is 6 (i. e. n is 1) only if all the dice 
thrown show 6. 

The second table is simply the first t able multiplied by a 
fo.ctor of J,6656 and gives an idea of the relative frequencies of 
occuren ce. For example, if 3 dice are thrown, the frequency of 
the highest being 1 is 216 times in 46656 throws, whereas if 4 
dice o.re thrown the frequency drops to 36 time s in 46656 throws. 

Highest 
dice 

1 

2 

3 

Lowest 
dice 

6 

5 

4 

TABLE 1 (PROBAB1LITIES) 

1 

i 
'6 

1 
'6 

1 
'6 

2 

1 
36 

number of dice. 
3 J, 

1 
216 

_7_ 
216 

_Ja 
216 

1 
1296 

15 
1296 

65 
1296 

5 

1 
7776 

211 
7776 

6 

1 
46656 

63 
46656 

665 
46656 



Tl).BLE 1 contd. 

4 3 1 ....1. _2- 175 781 3367. 
6" 36 216 1296 7776 46656 

5 2 1 -% 61 -.J.§.9. 2101 l1g29. 
6 2lb 1296 7776 46 56 

6 1 1 11 ....21. 671 If651 31031 
6" 36 216 1296 7776 t,6656 

TABLE 2 (FREQUEI, CIES) 

numb er of dice. 
Highest Lowest 1 2 3 4- 5 6 

dice. dice 
1 6 7776 1296 216 36 6 1 

2 5 7776 3888 1512 540 186 63 

3 4 7776 6480 410 t, 234·0 1266 665 

4 3 7776 9072 7992 6300 4686 3367 

5 2 7776 1166 ~ 1 3176 13284 12606 11529 

6 1 7776 14256 1 9656 24156 27906 31031 

---00000---

COHl'OSITIOrJ OF A COTilPAI1Y - 16th Century . 

Armed men to be all pikes except the officers. The shot 
to be at l eRst he.lf muskets, and the rest harquebuzes; but if the 
shot coule be two parts of three muskets it were b etter. Also care 
is to be what men are put to every kind of arms; t he st rongest and 
best persons to be pikes, the strongest and squerest fellows will 
be fit to c fl.rry muskets , and the lec.st and nimbl est should be 
turned. into arquebuzers; but ebove all other r espects, it is to be 
considered to wh8t arms every man doth best fr8me ; for which 
cause it is not 8.miss that the Huster 11aster see the same men use 
several arms before they do p..ppoint them certe.inly to carry any 
one .... 

The places of the officers are, in the head of the troop for 
the Captain, and in the reerward of all for the LieutenC'.nt (except 
it be in a retreat, and then the Captain should be in the rea r ­
guard, and the Lieut enent in the head) and the Serjeants on both 
Sides, who are to go up and down, and to see the soldiers keep 
their r anks I?nd files. 

Ibid., Vo l.I, Fol .295 . 

~ . 
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by 

~ MORSCHAUSER 

This past weekend was one long orgy of wargaming at the house. 
Roig was down and Saturday night we had El big frontier type battle 
which ended in a moral victory for the thin red line but actually 
a drQw. Kirk And Lsrry Fo rker joined us then. On Sunday after­
noon we had another action with two other guys. This wos a vic­
tory for British forces. 

I can say right now that for once we re ally have a set of 
rules wh ic h re(J.uire no modificat ion and seemed to sstisfy every-
body present. The gr i d s(J.uares help speed th ings up of course 
but the real and very important odvance was the combining of fire 
and melee into one factor number and rolling for comba t results 
when units came with in a certain d ist ance o f each other. Artil­
lery fires separately (simu l tane o us) when all moves snd batt les 
by other t roop s ore completed. But the combination of fire an,a 
melee into one element prevents the old business of standing off 
at s distance and just shooting at eoch other wh ich tended to ba 
the pattern in all past battles. Decause a gr oup of infantry or 
cavalry could not contr ol huge a rea s of the limited table space 
by long~distance fire along this made for very mObile games with 
lots of s lashing attacks, f lank movement and even punching hol~s 
in lines with spearheads gett ing through. 

In the Saturday n i ght game for examp le the Hauserstan native 
cava lry pulled 0 Charge of the Li g ht Brig ade type of a ssault, went 
into a hole in the Br itish line on the bluffs before Mo~obad (city) 
and righ t into the city whe re they caused havoc among Roya l FA 
batteries. Unf ortunately the ir at t a ck was not properly supported 
by infontry (that ' s another story) an d eventua lly British reserves 
wiped them out . But it was the kind of thing wh ich r a rely used 
to happen under older rules. 

Vie have a lso introduced a new ideo (?) in a rtillery fire. We 
not only roll a die for effect of f ire but at the same time roll 
a different colour die for placement of shot. Thus it i sn 't as 
easy to pick off select pieces of paramount import ance . The shot 
can be effective but it may fa ll over, under, left or right on 
other tr oops. Ab out 40% of the time it will fall where de sired 
but it's hairy shooting at enemy troops close to y our oVin - as in 
real action. I don't knol1 if y ou ilse this method but it works 
very well ond is especially easy to control on a g rid t a ble top. 

Game Saturday nig ht went fr om 10.30 p. m. till 4.00 a.m. the 
next morning while Sunday gam e lasted f ro m around 3.00 p.m. to 
7.0 0 p.m. There we re about 250 trays in Saturda y g ame, roughly 



200 in Sunday's game. I took some shots of Sunday game and if 
they come out I'll send some on ~ Also took a batch of movies. 

I also have plans now to build myself a folding-top and 
folding-leg table of plyboard measuring 4 by 6 feet. This I 
shall mark with my usual 54 mm type 3 inch grids in black, then 
draw in between lines for 1i inch grid sqGares with light green 

. pen. Thus it can be used for both 54s and anything which will 
fit on a 1% inch tray. I find now that I have reached 40 that 
I can't take the steady standing around the big table for hours 
and hours all the time or for more than one game a week-end any­
way. Thus will use this little "sit-down" table upstairs as need 
arise s. With 1t inch grid square s it will have same number of 
squares and proportions as the big table downsilil1rs •. ••• that is 
32 by 48 grid squares. 

The flat cities by the way worked just great and looked very 
good in both 54 mm games. I hope to do similar set ups in 20 mm 
scale if the CiVil War thing ever matures and develops. 

---00000---

Chc,rles Grant writes:- "It c,ppe=s thc,t ~lr. Em:lsforc1-vro.ters 
(1~oveIlber "Newsletter") is considerinG 1"1y 'Fifty":'per-cent' Rule 
"in v a cuo", as though it were the only arbiter of whether 0. unit 
is or is not abl e to truce part in a ction. This, of course, is not 
so, because long before the half way Il11rk is re11ched n y Ilorale 
rules ni,;ht show that the unit is unfit to fiGht and Bust pullout, 
dep en diI10 upon its decree of discipline, the losses it has suffered, 
plus the inevitable ch11nce. It would not be proper for f,le to 
elc,borc,te on these details a s they are de8lt with fully in 11 forth­
con ine; c,rticle in [mother journal. There IWy well be £'.11 ar(,;unent, 
however, for the creation of Gone kind of "Exception111" Rule, where­
by in certain c£',ses units could, exception1111y, cc,rry on despite 
the loss of fifty per cent of their initicl strength. I still hold, 
however, tho.t this is a conpnr8.tive rarity, a nd. some resecrch would 
h8.ve to be done to deternine historica lly how IJnny tines this 
h appened a nd in who.t circUIJstances before we could set c,bout the 
fornation of such a rule." 

---00000---

HOH ABOUT YOUR SCHOOL? 

At John Rigby Gr8L1I1ar School, Orrell, Wig an, they h8.ve 25 
IJeI'lbers of 11 School Vlar Ganes Club and severc,l associate nenbers 
Vlho attend discussion IJeetings but cannot be acconnod c ted in the 
actual war g ai~les in school. The enthusiastic nembership now rnnges 
throughout the School and includes l1enbers of Staff o.nd every 
period fron Ancients to Noderns now h a s its devotees. 

• 



OUR NAPOLEONIC RULES 

by 

J • F . HALm]!' 

After having read t he 1965 'W a r g:,nners' Annual', and the l atest 
i ssues of the ' He'vslett er ', we d.Gcided to completel y revise our 
Nap oleonic rul es on the lines suggested by yourself in your bo ok let 
on Napoleoni c Wargames Rules, except for the mo r a l e and melee sections. 
Here , we decided we needed something which would take into considera­
tion not only what was happenin::: at one particul ar moment in a battle, 
e.g., the death of an offic er, but a lso what had happened previously . 
We a l so decided that dice are inadequate for this, since, a lthough 
ac counting for t he chance basis well enough , they fail to properly 
account for a trail of events . In our new system, however, we use 
a 'melee factor' , a combination of the state of moral e vlith the power 
of a unit in a melee . Each a r m has a baSic morale factor e . g ., Line 
I nfantry = 3, GU2.rd Infantry = 4 etc., (not to be confused with actual 
pOints value of the so l dier). To thi s figure is added. 1 point for 
every basic unit (5 points) invo l ved i n the melee. Once this had been 
obtained, i t can be qualified as fo llows: -

Add 1 if unit has won previous me l ee . 
Deduct 1 i f unit h2.S lost previous melee. 
Deduct 2 if standard lost, if C-in-C killed, if attacked in flank 

or r ear, or if reduced by half in one move etc., etc. - you c an t8ke 
i nto a ccount almost anything . 

When you have obtained a f inal figure, throw 1 dice for ever y 2 
in the no ., and d.i v i de this by 2 - this is the total number of oppos­
ing poi nts to be removed e . g ., total = 4 - r emove, say, = guard 
infant ryraen , etc . 

Then , when the 'mel ee factor' of a unit has been rcduced to a 
certain number, that unit mus t do a certain thing e . g. , i n our case, 
when mel ee facto r i s down to 1, the unit must retreat 1 move , but has 
to throw a 5 or 6 to di sengage, and so on. 

All this may seem complicated in writing, but i f you know whs.t is 
to be added and deducted for certain things, it becomes easy . 

It will a l so be noticed by this method that a unit is liable to 
retreat after only 8. short melee and a few loss es if it has a l ready 
been defeated. Thi s is in orde r to cope "rith the low casua lties in 
most battles. E . g . a t Salamanca:! Wellington l ost only 5,214 out of an 
army of over 48,000 - l ess than 8. Even the totally defeated llarmont 
lost only 14,000 out of an army of about 50,000. 14,000 by itself is, 
of course, a large number, but in proportion, it is not so l arge . ' From 
what I have read, casualties in wargames are often far too great. ~;ost 
eOTIl!llanders, especi ally those with limit ed manpower, on camp8.i gn for 
eX2.mple , would rather lo se t he initiative ra.ther t han even half of 
thei r men. Thus our losses , USing the new method, are much smaller 
and more realistic. We have also incorporated John T.Cape's "Major 
}10r a lc" idea, a l so useful in r educ i ng casualties, and f rom the' 65 



Annual, A.1. Nick e l' s i dea of using different l y coloured and number ed 
dice to ac count for diffe r ent armi es ' abilities . 

Apart froID these, the res t of our rules are just about the same 
I',s those published in your handbook on Napo l eonic Rules. 

Gen e r a lly , our revis ed rules a.re quit e successful, but, as a l ways , 
something whi ch we never dreamt would happen, happens : 

---00000---

Bruce Conard writ es :- "A few nonths back 8. nodern enthusiast 
wrote en article in which he Go.ve en el abor ate set of rul es govern­
ing the use of hand gr enades as m1 ant i - tm1k weE1.pon . 

]'irst, a hand grenade was never i ntended to be = enti- tank 
weapon, it is be,s ically en anti- persone.l weo.pon . The onl y authenti­
cated instance of the Gren ade being used in 'IT. vr . II was on ci ther 
Sa ipm1 or Ti niM in thc Pe.cific. The JapMese threw a 12.rge- scule 
tank- infE1.ntry attE~ck o.::;ai nst the U. S .Marine positions end as the 
t anks drove .QYQI the fox- hol es of the l'wrines , they put l~ r81wdes 
on the tre.cks of the tel1.ks, whi ch , as they exploded., tore the 
tread off the tank Md thereby innobilized it . This episode is 
fron the nenoir s of Holla l d 11 . Sni th, Gener nl U. S .N . C., c..t thnt 
tii'le he was C. G. F .iLF .Pec ., The n=e of the book is CORAL AN]) 
BRASS . I have read of very f ew 1'1en who have crawled on to a tank , 
opened the hatch , and t ossed a gr enade into it. 

The so l ution that I have to offer i s s i npl e - use rifle 
g rennde:il . The rifle g r enade is n potent anti-t ank weapon at short 
range , and it does not take a her o to lmock out a tanle . R.G' s are 
stMderrl issue in the U. S . ar oed forces and I assUJ:le throughout 
the worl d . They don ' t have the range or punch of n r ecoiles s 
rifle or rocleet launcher, but just the same , at c l ose range they 
CM Give a tank cODf.mnder the creeps ! 

In 1'1y Gane I use v8.riation of Tarr's rules , adapt i ng thcn to 
more Ilodern worfare (1956- 1967 Suez wars) . The R .G. has n strike 
of 3" "Ihich has the possib i litx of stopping aloost e;ny tank on the 
t c.,ble at close range . This serves the sorJe purpose ns the "HMd 
grenade rule" - e . g . keeping the tanks fron running rOUGh- shod 
over the "PBI"." 

I'!.Al'J"T ED: 
Bulge- in good 
Lancashir e . 

---00000---

32s . 6d . paid for second- hand D-Day; Stalip..grad o r 
condition . J.A . Doyl e , 99 Cor Road, Fl eetwo od, 

---00000---

Still Got a few copies of WARGAMER'S YEARBOOK 1966- 67 - 7s . - d . 
((t1.00) post paid . Al so the last of the electronically s t encilled 
"LITTLE iiARS" H. G.vlells ' f anous book that forms the basis of our 
hobby . 1 g uinea post pa id ((t3 . 00) . 

~-----------------------------------------------------~~--------------------- --- -

.-. 
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