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BATTLE REPORT 

OF THE 
MONTH 

THE OF VERA 

by 

,"<.J .Eitcilell 

Over the last two and a 
half years I have been fieht ­
ing selected batt l es of the 
Peninsula (as opposed to the 
chronological campaign of f.lr. 
Fea t he rstone and Mr. Dickinson 
which contributed such inter­
esting and informat ive accoun1 
in the Newsletter). My oppon· 
ent a nd I have fought Busaco , 
Albuera, Fuent es Onoro, 
Salamanc a , Vimiero, Vittoria 
and early on Moore's crossing 
of the Esla at Benevente. We 
are now tackling some of the 
Pyreneean battles and began 
with the crossing of the Bid­
assoa by the British and the 
ensuing bat tle f or the 'S tar 
Redoubt' and the town of Vera, 
I hope the account may be of 
interest to fellow 

Terrain. 
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/11". 
Built 'J.p I-;ith blocks of Polystyr ene und a 's pl it l evel ' table. i\. ll the main 

slopes were deemed to be steep enough to slow ascending troops to half speed. The 
general scale was agreed at 1mm = 1 yard. The town of Vera was represented by half a 
dozen houses (sufficient to hold two and a half ba ttalions). The area covered was 
thus about right but the houses were all 10 to 12 times too tall! 

Before the bat t le began the whole question of relative scales and vertical ex­
aggeration had to be settled in terms of '",hat was visible and what was not; to what 
extent .could troops at the foot of very steep slopes claim to be below the angle to 
which gun barrels could be to what extent were troops on the top of a 
steep ridge protected from the fire at tacking formations just below the crest. 

A limi ted choice was available and in the event '\1elling ton settled for: 

1st Divi s ion 

9 Inf. Battalions (incl. 
1 Bde of Guards). 

Light Division Spanish Division 

6 Light or Rifle Bns. 8 Battalions. 
3 Portugese Battalions. 

Two Independent British Brigades of three Battalions each. TloJO Batteries' of 
Horse Artillery, two HOloJitze r :aat teries and twp Field Artille.ry Batteries. No CavalrJ. 

Soult decided on two divisions each consisting of 12 Battali ons (including two 
light battalions each) plus 4 Battalions of the Guard (spirited ba ck from the Russian 
front!) . I n addition he had fou r regiments of cavalry. In the Star redoubt he had 
two 24lb Howitzers and a no t her in the emplacement on the Baionette ridge. In addition 
he had two batteri es of ilorse Arti llery and hlo of Field Artillery. 

Situo.tion. 

It agreed that the British should all start on the far side of the Bidassoa, 
that t iley should have on e move and thi.l.t al l moves after that should be simultaneoUs, 
A dice was thrown for visibility waich for t he ini t ial British move was set at 1211. 
'£h i s meant, in that on the British right they were i mmediately visible to the 
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French troops in \fera, in the -centre they '.-Jere spotteci from the Ba ionette but on the 
left they had a further screened move. 

rtules . 

Vi r tually standard \-l ith a few modifications pa rticularly as to i-:orale. 

Dispositions. 

See t he atta ched diagram. Sault confidently expected the Light Division to 
a ttack the Baionette from the centre ~Iith strong artillery support. He expected a 
strong diversion on his right flank and a I>/ei:ik aemons t r ", t ion on his left . i'lelling ton 
in t ended the opposite in fact - a strong att a ck on each flank and a demonstra t i on in 
the centre. 

Move 1. 

'fhe Li gh t Division waded across the Bidassoa on a front of two Battalions \-/ith 
four others follo',/ing also in line, a cc ompa nied by the two batteri es· of Horse a rt il l ­
ery. 

1".'10 bat t e .: ies of Howitzers and one Field Bat tery lmmeCiiately 0P fJosite t h e t own 
of Vera began a systematic bombardment of t he houses and breached five of them. The 
eight Spanish Battalions in column then ass!!ul t ed the "t own . 'i'he Portugese Brigade of 
the Light Division followed up the ma in street of the town. 

Ri6ht Centre Aylmer's Independent Brigade attacked t he French Li ght troops in 
the valley. 

Left Centre Doyle's I ndependent Br i gade attacked the Light troops the o the r side 
of the Baionette, in the valley. Their crossing was supported by a Field Battery. 

On the Left the First Division crossed on a front of three battalions wi th the 
remainder of the Division in Column. The remaining batter:,.- of field artillery crossed 
behind the leading battalions. 

The French sent their two Cavalry ~·.egiments accompanied by 1 Bty of Horse Artil ­
lery in on the left a nd rep('ated the same manoeuvre on the ri c ht. Yor the rest, 
wherever British troops came within visibility they fired on them . 

Move 2. 

'.Phe British Light Divis ion ' s leading battalions (with the t'vfO norse Bat t eries) 
virtually destroyed the two cav£lry regiments in the fire and melee. ~he French guns 
were overrun and spiked. l'he British lost only half a battalion. l' h.e Spani a rds 
( Hhose morale fact o r only permitted them to a tta ck I·fhen the odds I ... ere heuv i ly in their 
favour and liho could no t support casual t ies o f more than 4U;~~) had, ~lith the encourag e­
ment of British Staff Officers, cleared the town at the cost of It battalions. The 
French moved a Yield Battery up to the head of the I·lain street (and ha ving mo ved could 
not fire) and the leading Portugese Battalion deployed and shot down the whole gun 
crew. 

In the centre the French nm ... deployed along t he Baionette and on either side of 
the Star redoubt, tO Gether with the heavy Howitzers in the ir empla cements, proceeded 
to s'Neep t n~ two Independent Brigades in th.e centre with heavy f i re. On the British 
left the two }'rench Cavalry t: e i"~ iments supported by their Horse Artillery had met the 
concentrated fire of three British Battalions and. one reg iment had suffered over 60;" 
casual ties and fled, the other somewhat l ess badly maul ed had retreat ed one move and 
fought t he rest o f the a ct ion d ismounted as infan try. 'rhe Horse Artillery ha d elected 
to fire c anis t er (th:cee dice for casualties) in view of the short r a nge but had thrown 
two ones - misses ! They were hO~·lever a ble to retrea t to the cover of the farm build­
ings. 

Soult WLIS now r apidly movinG troops from his centre to his threatened flanks 
pa rticularly to his left where the formidab le Light Division no ..... me.de a double move 
after thei t h lo .'orse Batteries had advanced a nd fired canister a t the French wiping 
out another batti.:. lion completely a nd in fli cting c as ua l t ies on the remainder. 'rhe 
Portug-ese nO~1 emerbed from t he tOl"m to overrun and spike the .?ren ch Batt ery and then 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 
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;,,'HAT MAKES A ~'/ARGAMER TICK? - This Month - Bill Mell 

(This series consists of paragraphs from letters sent to the Editor by wargamers 
from the four corners of the world. Huch of the material seems to be of interest and 
value to r eaders and 60 it is published herewithJ 

'l'he highlight of recent weeks was a t rip to Manchester with Frank Hinchliffe, 
Stan Asplin and Jim Newbigging. This was a jaunt organised by the Northern Branch of 
the B. 11.S. S . designed to introduce those of their members who were int e rested to the 
next stage of model making or collecting, namely wargaming . Frank and Jim demon6tra~ 
ed a Napoleonic game whilst Stan and I did A.C . ... l. Although Frank' s superbly painted 
display had most of the audience initially, I finished up qui te hoarse talking to a 
very interested and constantly s welling crowd of spectators. This I think was large­
ly due to the time we had put in on rehe~rsal. The game was somewhat "loaded" for we 
fought the firs t 5 moves at home occasiona lly doing things we would not normally do 
for their effect . Reproducing these first five moves only took about 40 minutes and 
the situation on the table-top changed dramatically before the audiences eyes. stan 
and I then fought the battle in earnest from that point a nd I endeavoured to answe r 
loads of questions concerning every aspect of the game . 

I tho r oughly recommend this method of demonstrating ; as I have long thought war­
gaming somewhat dull as a spectator sport. By drawing a map of the position of each 
side at the close of each move, it was a s imple matter for Stan to remove casualties, 
(previously r ecorded at home) after we had made our non-thinking moves , while I gave 
an account of how and why they had been incurred. 1 even got on e chap to help me 
plan my simultaneous move when the real thing began - all in a ll a great success. 

Frank has had a query from a sixth former at a nearby Gramma r School and he is 
hoping to arrange for me to go over and give them an introductory talk on wargaming -
so come the Autumn Term 1 ma y be able to spread the gospel a bit further. 

The Parnell "History of \'1'.\1.11" is coming to the end of its narrative but they 
are going to publish a further two volumes <32 issues) 'ilh ich will contain a lot of 
Btuff they could not get into the History - uniform detai l s , training methods. T. O' s 
weaponry, heraldrYi in all about a third of the extra two volumes will specialise in 
this sort of thing . The companion publicat ion !!History of 20th Century!! is ploughing 
through W. d.I and there has been some firs t class reproductions of pa i ntings depict ­
ing the 'war of movement' of the first fe w months - reminded me of a sort of king size 
table-top set up. I don 't regret takin~ either of these magazines and anticipate them 
rather over eagerly each Thursday. 

There ha ve not been many battles fought here r ecent l y as it i s difficult t o get 
vargamers together more than once a month. 

I did not see your editori a l (July 1968) as being mere introspection but more 
akin to disillusion and I'd be the last man to say it wasn't justified . Like war it ­
self, wargaming seems to bring out the best and the worst in men and you seem to ha ve 
met your share of both moods. 

- - - 00000--­

COUNSELS OF .~AR - Continued fr om page 6 . 

cavalry to the extreme Eastern bridges; but with the stragglin g houses in my centre I 
firmly believed that my troops could have maintained a slow and care ful withdrawal 
through them, gradually crossing over the centre bridge which you do not threaten in 
any way. Once your cavalry had driven my right flank from the centre you would have 
been faced with exactly the same obstacles that you hope to trap me with. 

Whilst your Majesty ' s numberless victories prevent me from suggesting tha t I 
could match yo u in the field I do believe that your l ack of personal attendance on 
the field prevents you from having a full understanding of the prevalent situation. 

AS.H.d . 

r he document is no t signed and only bears datez 's initials. 

Seriously, though. I agree with Nei l a nd if any other reader woul d like to offer 
alternatives I will try to counter them; in this way we shoul d all benefit and perhaps 
evolve the "perfect!! plan. 
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AM:C;R I CAN CIVIL ",.JAR FACTS AND FEATURES 

by 

Russell Val l a nc e 

New Orleans Volunteers i n 1861: 

"Two regiments of r egular s in the s tate s ervice were rai s ed to man the Ports 
IIJackson " and liSt . Phili pll that guarded the pas ses be low t he c i ty . These were COID ­
posed of stevedores and working men generally . The Levee had been scoured and a 
bat t alion of "Ti ge r sll formed from the very l owest of the thugs and pl ugs tha t i n­
fested i t , fo r Hajo r Bob 'IJheat, the we l l - known f ill i b uster. The "Cres c e n t Rif l es " 
was a cr ack corps composed of the best young men i n New Orl eans , as were the 
nChasseur s - a - Pied" and the famous IIWashi ngton Ar till ery". 

- Th omas Cooper De Leon - "4 Years i n :lebe l Capi tals ll • 

The New Urleans Zouaves , Fl or i da 1861: 

"600 Zouaves filed out of the pines and got aboard our tra i n. They were spl en­
did muscul a r an i mals , but their faces were dull and brut ish , gener a l ly , and some of 
t hem coul d vie , for cunning villainy, with the f eatures of the pr e t tiest 'rurcos that 
Algeria coul d pr oduce . 

The uniform was very picturesque and very dirty . F ull baggy scarle t trousers , 
confined round the waist by the broad blue sash bearing the bowi e knife , and meeting 
at mid leg the white gaiter; blue shirt cut very lowi jacket heavi l y embroidered and 
flying l oose off the shoulders and the jaunty f e z surmounting the whole made a bright 
ensemble. But the use of these uniforms about the grease and dust of Pensacola camp 
f i res had left marks that these sol diers considered badges of honour - not to be re­
moved. Nor were they purer morally; graduates of the s l ums of New Orleans , their 
education in vil l ainy was perfect - small personal differences being settled with the 
convinc i ng argument of the bcwie knife . Their drill , though was excellent, al l 
commands being given in French , t heir nat ive l a nguage . 

- T. C.De Leon - (As above). 

These Zouaves , later in the Journey , stranded De Leon and the off i cer s by un­
hitching their r ailroad car , hijacked the tra in and loot ed the Commissar i a t in 
Montgomery - causing more damage in 6 hours than the Federals could do there in 3 
ye~rs . De Leon also reports tha t these troops were fear some on the battlefie l d, both 
the "Ti gers 'l and the "Zouaves" scorning the bayonet i n f avour of the bowi e knife and 
knuck l eduster ! 

!l I n every battle we fi ght , we must capt ure as much ammunit i on as we use" 

Confederate staf f maxim , Gettysburg Campaign. 

!lSpoke to caval ry officers. All of them despised sabres a nd considered double ­
barrel ed shotguns and r evolvers the best arms for cavalr y" - Colone l Fremantle of 
the Coldstre am Guards - Texas 1863. 

"These officers belonged to Duff ' s Texa s Cav~lry ••• their dress consisted simply 
of flannel shir t s, very ancient trousers, jackboots with enormous spurs , and black 
felt hats" . Colonel Fremantle . ( As above) . 1863. 

li As to the headwear of the 3rd 'l'exas infantry - some compani es wore blue uniforms, 
others grey, and to go with this some had French kep i s , others wide - a wakes (slouch 
hats) and Maxican sombreros. They were a fine body of men - the best r egiment in 
appearance I saw i n all the South " . Colonel Fremantle - 1863 . 

li The 1st South Car olina :H.egiment ' s rankers marched with their personal slaves 
trotting in the rea r and the 3rd Al abama travelled with more than 100 person~l ser ­
vants. At this point it was often considered poor taste for a well - to- do ma ll even to 
want to be an of ficer . " Colonel fremantle - 1863 . 
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I1Unionist sympathies are strong in the l,.Jes tern Appalachian mountains - General 

lragg ha d to f orbid his troops to for age in the countryside for fear of poison,," 

Colonel Fremantle. 

rhe An~ietam Campaign: 

" Lee 's troops had been exhausted and ill equipped a t the start. Stragglers 
3tretched 100 miles behind the army . Many could not or would not cross the Potomac, 
and a huge tent city grew up. General Hill' s corps los t 2,000 straggl ers in thre e 
days. Reg iments disintegrated - the 8 th Virginia was down to 34 men. the Hampton 
Legion to 77. At the start of the campai gn Lee had 55 , 000 men, but a t Antietam only 
35 .000 , which robbed him of his victory." - Colonel Frema ntle. 1863. 

All the above from "The Fremantle Diary - an Bnglisb Officer in the South.1I 

One diaris t mentions the raising of slave regiments in Richmond in 1865 . Agains" 
bitter political opposition Jefferson Davis au t horised this at the time of the 
Petersburg sie~e . 

rtTwo regiments of slave troops have been exercising today in Richmond. They 
looked well turned out and drilled well , watched by crowds of Richmond residents. It 
is a curious sight to see their black shining faces abo~e the grey uniforms of the 
Confederate States. II 

Lee surrendered soon after, and it is not thought that these troops saw action . 

---00000---

J ohn Mackenzie writes: - " Wi th regard to the nonsense Nei l Cogswell wri t es about 
the t ac tica l importance of villages in the 18th century . I would like to refer him to 
Field-Marshal Lord Ligonier (subt i tled the Bri t i sh Army 1702- 1770 by !{ex ;Jh i tworth). 

\olhitworth, a Grenadier Guardsman, deal s with villages particularly in two 
battles, Rocoux and La ffeldt, which Neil Cogswell himself mentions . \"/hitworth's 
account indicates the importance Ligonier attached to villages as strong points in a 
defensive position. He writes:-

" Cumberland and Li gonier disagr eed about the merits of holding th~ villages as 
part of the main position, Cumberland preferring to have his t r oops out in the open 
in rear and ab l e to form a conventional unbrok en bat tle line . Li gonier wi t h his ex­
perience of Blenheim and of Rocoux, kne w well the value of villages to infan t ry de ­
fence, sO long as the cavalry were in the open ground on t he f l a nks to su~port with 
counterattack and seal off penetr a tion (whic h is true of any infantry pos i t i on ) . 
naving fought Saxe in 1744, 1745 and 1746 he undoubtedly was a good deal more kno w­
ledge~ble than Cumberland about Saxels methods of h~ndling infantry. He thought a 
well-held and fortifi ed village was the best means of breaking up and blunting mass 
attacks of inf antry with the ba yonet . /"s a cavalry l ea de r he kne,-I tha t such places 
were impervious to c ounted attack .1I 

I t is true that at Laffeldt defeat was due to a local cavalry attack on a Dutch 
regiment. But t his cut off reinforcements from Laffeldt villabe, was t he 
cause of i ts f all and t hen th~ subs equent defea t. Unt il then the villa ge had held up 
the r'rench advance for four hours and caused enormous c a s ua l t i es . It cannot be said 
that th ,~ external fortifications were Laff e l dt l s streng th as Cumb erland had eva c uated 
the village and burnt i t. I t was reoccupi ed just before the ba ttle a t LiGonier ' s 
insistence . 

---00000---
'toI l\LL HOD i::LS 

LONDOI: t\GE:~~TS for "1'iINI ATUJ E FI GUJ I N£S " 

Over 2 , 000 fi gures in stock, come and view 
before you buy . 

Battlefie lds and a ll you need f or wa r ­
ga ming . 

Also a va ilable , ROSE, HI N'ror! HUNT , HISTOR EX 
etc., a nd t-lagazines , Rules , Paints , Be l lona 

Hail order sent by return. 
logue 2s . 6d . includinG full 
"MINIATU HE FIGURINES" , 

373 HIGH SrREET tlOllTH, l-l ANOR PARK , LONDON E. 12. 472 - 1508. 
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by 

Don IIouohton 

I rememb ':Jl' -Cae mCEl_l 'lery ",ell. It Nas the first of many memor,~b le dinners. ';I e 

sta~-teci I"ith a lobs t er salad (and ~Ihite Hine), follo\·/ ed this ~1ith roast beef and all 
ti-Ie trimmin0s ('.'lith burGundy) and then on to a boed St ilton cileese (\·j·ith claret) and 
en :.i ed ':Iith coffee (and a couple of balloons of brandy ,' . No'.'l , I could be mistaken, 
but I r a ther thou ","ht t he Colonel took a little too much interest in the state of my 
\oline g lass. It seemed to me th<:tt it H<1::; perpetually being filled up! I was, I 
suppose, an unkno ... m fa ctor to him at the .>/argame table - and he may not have been 
takins any chances. 

By nine we were ready to mo ve into the l iar Room - at least , the Colonel was. I 
think I flo ated in on a haze of g ood r;rape juice. But I had di2';ested not only his 
food - but also his 'jar;:;,me rl ules. Late though it \'1,::' .'3 I ,,,an te d to t c: k e up my 
Command. I felt , just then, as tLlough I could have routed the Em:)eror i~apoleon's 
Army \·Ii th a single staunch :':::nslish Battalion! 

.Prior to dinner he had outlined .w Ordel' of Battle for a 'short' game. I'he 
opposing sides ,,,auld be l!umeric.:\lly even. '[,hey Hould consist of hlo battalions of 
infantry of t he line , 1;\'10 cOr.1pa nies of skirmishers, one battalion of Guards, one 
Regiment of Heavy Cav c. lry a nd ',,;hree b a. tte ~~ ics of Field '.Irtillery - all in prepared 
positions. 'lie spun a coin - and this decided I \Iould command the Bri t ish. (G,'.HE 
j·:(;'!'3 : 'l'hi6, I mi ght point out, _10.6 til e Colonel's i deo. of :ot short gar:le . :ie 'Olay nine 
or ten men, plus a n o fficer, to a tray a n d t his represents a Company - not a· Battal -
ion! It makes for an interest in::; ;ame - but ~ a sho.,..t one!) --

I .las, needlessly to Si:~y , s oun cily thra.shed . ·1 opened up with a :line of skirmish­
ers, follo\,l ed by a battalion of line in!.'v.Etry, al\v .:a: cin.:::; beside' a roa d ':Ihich led al ­
r.1ostly directly to his ~oml~Jc::.nd position. ~'hey moved for,lard supported by a short 
a r ti llery barrage a n c:. \,'ith a J e :-, imen t of ,-:; c " ts ,- rf:yS close behin'';. Ihe Colonel 
feinte d I·lith a d~Gultory counter by one of h i s o'.m line infantry ba ttalions - then 
quie tly \·Ii thdre',I . I con tinuec, t o :'..Qn\11Ce confid.en tly. I remember thinking that the 
old boy was one of t110S0 'theory only ' comm,mdcrs - it ~~ ~~s , perha ps, D. d ifferent 
thin~ putting his theories int o pr3.ctice •••• 

'l'hen it happened . Ny fine .i cots i~ reys Here c a uGht in enfil:..:.uin; ~l;:tillery fire 
from both fl a nks, behind t he infantrr . '.i'his L~ft an <:tl'lcsome gap behind my advance -
a gap s o on fille d by exul tant Cuirassiers, ~'I :l ich he had split into hlo squadrons, 
and t~ho came at me, seehlinGly, froUl no'.!here . I couldn ' t J isperse thorn \~ith artillery, 
because , by then, they \~ere a lready en ~:asinc my rea r r a nks - ;,nd my mm troops pre­
sented a much better targ et to my gunners than did. his \·.oretched 'cav~, lrymen! .L' he only 
\'Iay I could retreat from this a ttack Nas - forwar:l. And that S:lUt ti :,.:ht t he trap. 
f.iy one ba t t alion of line infantry and the ir hlo companies of sldrmis!lers ~~ 'ere set 
upon by his Guards Bn t talion , his c a v&lry and his origina l bnttalion of line inf<mtry 
- tile latter h~-; d merely about face "':; and joine(~ the Guar d s in t;1e mass.::cre . 1'.1. h::.d 
no time to form <l square to hold off '"he Cuira ~, siers - I I'.':':S baulj' exten,led in front 
to meet the inft:.ntl~y attilck - my artillery vJaS \'1 0rse t han useless - I h';::~S, in f ;.!ct , 
in one hell of <.l (Jess . Of course, I brOUGht up every thins to try and rescue my ad­
vance troops - and brou0ht them up far too quickly. He de livere d :l st~trtlin, .. 10ft 
hook "lith his nOH ci isenr;aged cav e. lry I joined by his reserve in f an t ry bat talion and 
f ully sup!lorted by his deadly accurat e artillery , now firing canister .:l.t \d theringly 
short ranse . It was a horrible sight. It was a tragic sight. I draw a veil ~ ver the 
rest of the battle. My casualties amounted to a stagger ing 62~o - the Colonel had sus­
tained a mere 11 }o . l-1y advance bat talion had been reduced to about Company strenGth. 
I·;y .:.icots Greys - would n ever forgive me - they hadn't even closed I~ith the enemy, yet 
his artillery had cut dO\'/h their numbers by nearly 50;" . As for my Bunners - they had 
fired a sum total of only three rounds per C; un! 'i'hen, to add to my misery, I discOV­
ered that the a dviJ.nce battalion - the one that c;ot it;;elf decim.-,ted so early in the 
piece - ·..,ras identified us the 16th He Giment of Foot - the Bedfordshire i~e: iment. I 
fully expected blncle flags of mourning to be ha n g inc; from every >':ind0\1 of every house 
in ;';12/ vi I L ·.;; e 'clhen I returned. 

I~ '.J :~s a fter midni r; ht \~hen the strag lers ::1'01:1 my l~outed batt .::>. lions fill ~, lly m;, de 
it back to their ba se line. ! Has utterly exhausted - Lie 'Colon,Jl \<I:lS in ~\ fine mood, 
his ej'e.'3 L:.inkl infj: 'd ith h ap lliness and jubilation. ii is '-life brou,_:ht in t\"o enormo us 
cu:s of ste icin ~ , cre~rny cocoa whils t the post mortem was deliver2,i. It W3S ~!fter two 
a . :1. ~ 2 fo::,e I ':I3. S illlo','led to .s-et into my car 3.nd drive ':!c .. rily home. \C'Gt:i.n !~· in the 

.. 
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glove locker ''''''''-$ the tiny fictitious Vr ~.goon . - the reason behind the whole incre li ible 
eve!!.ing . 

3ut it wasn't going to end tnere. The Colonel had mainta ined that there was 
some nope for me as a commander . '::.'he deceased major, his old opponent, h..: pointed 
out, had suffered much more sev erely than I had in their first engagement . ;hthin 
the first three moves, t ile Colonel saio., his artillery had been completely overrun _ 
at least I'd got my g unners back safely. I didn't mention that they ,~ere about all 
I'd got back in safety. Anyway I he said we \"ould meet again next Sunday - but that I 
was to a rrive early, sa that we might have a ' decent tussle' - on a . Div isional basis. 
Furthermore, I could bring my own troops. He added thai perhaps I might feel more at 
home with ~egiments I knew and had led before . As it happened I , too, had a bat tal­
ion of the 16th - but I made a mental no te to lea ve them safely behind I'/hen next the 
Colonel and I crossed s\~ords ove r his :Iar table ! 

---00000--­

THE BATTLE OF VERA - Continued from page 14. 

(~BE CON~INUED) 

moved to the foot of the ridge. 
- valley of French Light t r oops . 

more than a battalion. 

Their fire a nd that of Aylmer's Brigade cleared the 
However, Aylmer's Br i gade and Doyles had each lost 

The French gunners in the redoubts now r anged fUrther a field for targets and 
commenced to shell the Spaniards in Vera. Their morale fell with further casualties 
50 that they evacuated the town and fled across the river. A long shot from the Star 
redoubt (a 6 on the dice) now hit the Duke and his Staff. The dice revealed them as 
all casualties and the command fell on ~ord Hill but this necessitated a complete halt 
for two moves for the Bri t i sh (they stood their ground and fired, of course). 

On the left the British had continued to advance and inflicted heavy casua lties, 
shooting down the crew of the French Horse ba ttery and scoring a 'kill' (6 on the 
dice) on the Field battery with a lucky shot from their own Fie ld guns. 

Move 4 and 5. 

Excha nge of fire with casualties heavy on both S~Qes but the advan tage lay de ­
finitely with the British who had brought two howitzer b~tteries and a field battery 
across the river at Vera and were lobbing case up on to the ri dges . The Lisht Divi ­
sion (now deployed on a fro nt of three battalions) were inflicting double casualties 
on the French Line and Guards units on the crest. 

Move 6. 

The French had nO~1 suffered 4a)~ casualties a nd in turn wer .:! frozen for two moves. 
This was disastrous as the Batteries on the Baionet te and in the Star redoubt were all 
out of shot and the supply train route now came under fire from the Brit ish riflemen. 
The Portugese stormed the righ t hand ridge and moved tm ... a r ds the Star redoubt while 
the remnants of Aylmer' s and Duncan's Bri gades , (no more than a Battalion) stormed the 
Baionette. The right hand brigade of the f i rst div i sion now turned to their ris ht and 
prepared to assault the left band ridge . 'fhe remaining two Brigades battled on round 
the farmhouse driving in the French right. 

Move 7 . 

Final assault on the Frenc h left 'Iith the Br itish howitzers being brought right 
forward in support. On the right, the French remnants round the farm awaited the 
fina l attack . In the centre the l~rench ba tteries , powerless t o resist, were overrun .. 
At this stage the French having suffered 6~~ casualties had, by the rules, to retreat, 
but the British had now suffered 40% and again had to pause for two moves 50 pursuit 
and complete annihilation of the enemy were denied to the victor. 

---ooO~o---

'l'HE 18th C~I\TURY BA"J.':'Lc.i"IELD - Continued from Pas;e 8. 

ments because such entrenchments sap the a ll important offensive spirit . 

The time factor in the construction of entrenchments varies accordinG to the 
sophistication of the scheme and the work force available. But in tl ... enty- four hours 
the aver •• ge army could produce a very reasonable line of works, anJ this time scale 
is within the scope of many sets of wargames rul es. 

---00000---
(TO BE CONTINUED) 

In these hard times it is not always easy to find the sum of 365• - d. for a 
year 's SUbscription to WARGAMER'S NEJSLETTER. There is not the sli ghtest objection to 
would-b e readers paying separately for each copy. Send 36. - d . only on the first day 
of each month and ~"ARGAMER ' S NE'N'SLETTER will be sent you by return of post. 
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THE AMERICAN SCENE 

,'/A3.GAE3S, Gj\.]·;: 'fHEO!iY ,li iD PL.HING I/I'fH HOUSSHOLD 

ARTICLES OF PLASTIC (Continued) 

by Pat Condray 

I 
1J!t 

My mathematics is very poor, but the equation, if memory 
serves me correctly, would be x = 15.6. Having just a smatter-

y 100.0 
ing of logic, I would assume that, to determine the number of 
Confederate casualties in a given battle one need only obtain a 
value for Y (grosB numbers) or vice versa . By the same token, 
one would determine the outcome of Chancellorsville by consulting 
the statistical chart. 

Not to downgrade such elaborate statistical surveys, it 
boils down to: 

a & b}. Civil War Battles resulted in casualties averaging 
very · roughly 12% to 155~ depending on who bad the most ~en and 
guns present. 

c). Lose nearly a quarter of your force attacking prepar,d 
hegins to look to most people as though you are making a mistake. 

d). Field pieces may he harmful to your health. 

e). But not always~ 

f). Actually, the statistical accuracy of this .... ork is highly suspect due "to 
insufficient evidence. 

Statistics also affect the laws pertaining to your model soldiers, objects of 
lead not otherwise classified, and Household Objects of Plastic. As you are aware, 
many military miniatures (a neutral term) are impor·ted to this country. Once I had 
the misfortune, on receiving through the post a Heinrichsen shipment to be slapped 
with a 35% Tariff I had to pay to pick it up. It was a $10 order, and, eventually, 
after months of haggling I let them keep the $3.50. The bill, or a copy, was to he 
sent in with my claim. I sent a Xerox copy. They wanted the original ••• on and on. 

I called Customs .... ho wanted fre e · samples, et alia. I kept all this in mind. 
More recently I was tempted to import some figurines SEGOH and some of Belaubre's, 
perhaps a few of Tobinnus. Again, out of idle curiosity I spoke with a Hr. ____ __ 

"1'Ie can't tell without looking at them." "They are very similar to Historex", I 
sai d, "Historex have been imported for years. 1I "Yes, but we wouldn't necessarily have 
a ruling on them." "Well, what could they be?" "They might be Househol d Ar ticles of 
plastic , hut then again they might be figurines of animate objects without spring or 
clo·ckwork devices for the amusement of children - or adults." That last phrase was 
brand new. "Or adults?" (formerly it had been children only). "Well, yes, you know," 
he explained, "some adults get !;ogether for these games with toy soldiers, or they may 
even play them by mail. 1I Panic seized me! Customs is onto our little game. I tried 
to bluff it out. "I don't understand II I said. "What are Household Ob jects of 
plastic?" He vas very vague about this. He would have to see them, of course, but 
apparently if they stay on a shelf or like that ••••• 

"But I don't understand ,1I I interrupted. "How do you know children or adults a re 
not amused by, say a plastic swan, howl of plastic fuit, or a toy soldier not employed 
In" ..... argames?1I III dunno I II he said, 11 that 's just the way it reads . I didn't write the 
laws." That's always a good answer - he probably didn't pass t hem anyway. I tried an 
old favour ite. I1Well ••• look, what about a plastic chess set with little infantry, 
cavalry, elephants ••• 11 "Ah ••• 11 he said IIthat's a game specially provided for." itA 
what? " "Yes, he continued, pausing as he looked it up. I1Ab, here it is ••• games , 
including chess I checkers, parchessi I and backgammon. II "What I s the r a te?" "16(.> . II 
II Hmmm, " I mumbled, "then, well, for example, I know a fellow who has made a wargame 
army out of 54mm Staddens which I'm sure a r e imported as o t her articles of lead not 
specifically provided for at 17"fo." "But we are not concerned here" he said patiently , 
"with a fugitive usage." "I see, you are only interested in what most people do with 
them ••• and, of course, whether or not they are amused, except in the case of chess, 
checkers , backgammon ••• 11 IIWhat?!I he sounJ.ed puzzled. 

CONT INUED NEXT HONTlJ. 
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"DI3CliV:~:HIW ,,;A:IG,<I'i ~Sll John Tunstill (Shire Fub!ications - 4so 6d.). In the 
sense that it inexpensively explains war gaming this booklet is good value for its 101 .. 
price but whether or not it presents the hobby in the most favourable manner is apen 
to question. Although nothing would force me to play to the rules outlined they will 
give a rectsanably realistic although slow-moving game and are as good as any others 
in this respect. They represent a sincere and thoughtful attempt to re-create war­
fare on the table-top. I believe that diminishing strength through casualties and 
the loss of officers should be considered in deciding morale (p.z6/7) and I am sur­
prised that there is no mention of elephants or camels in the section on Ancient ,iar ­
fare but they are represented (on p.52) as taking part in the Crimean ~/ar! Small as 
it is, the booklet gives the impression of being IIpadded" with irrelevent and un ­
necessary details laid out with small regard for order and Hritten ,·lith a notable 
amateur Tlwordiness ll • The author counsels enjoyment but lays down rigid rules in what 
can only be charitably described as a high handed manner. Similarly, the suggestion 
that a wargamer should check his opponents order-sheet to see if he is cheating is 
astounding advice and, like much more of this book, reflects the author's known tem.­
perament and character. I have never known such an action - Hargamers in my circles 
do not ever seem to take unfair advantages or cheat! Recently, my own book ADVANCED 
WARGAl-'i:Z:;S, although not written for the beginner, was accused of putting people off 
wargaming. DISCOV;~RI NG ,IA~GAH.8S , an introductory booklet, contains page after page 
of complicated and totally unnecessary scales of time and distance that would make me 
run a mile if I had just discovered the hobby! In 15 years of wargaming I have never 
found it necessary to consider these points. 

Some of the writing bears a "trendyll at titude of moral censure when the author 
preaches on 11 •••• barbarism and butchery perpetrated ••• in the name of their God" and 
rails against the Imperialism of the British Victorian soldier. Again , this is re­
flected in the dic tatorial air of other \~ritings of Hr. 'funstill. The author throws 
a novel light on ho\~ Henry V won the battle of ~i.gincourt , saying that the longbow t'las 
not very effective against armoured men, we learn · that the French (10,000 of them 
were killed by 6,000 Snglish including 5 ,000 archers) really perished on the pointed 
wooden stakes hastily erected in front of the 'C;nglish line! 

Considering that Hr. Tunstill's group in London includes "Bish" Iwazko, a lead­
ing modernist wargamer with highly r ealistic rules, it is amazing to note in this 
booklet a singular lack of interest and confidence in the possibilities of re-creatirs 
modern battle. On the contrary, I believe that this period lends itself more than 
any other to being realistically reproduced on the table-top. 

FinallYt Hr. '£unstill should be taken to task for breaking faith both with his 
readers and ''1 ith his publisher. A bibliographJ should list ALL known works on the 
subject and not only those in \'1hich the writer has a personal interest. The beginner 
who reads this booklet is entitled to be told that there has been another magazine 
regularly published for nine years, that Brigadier Peter Young has written a book on 
the hobby called "Charge!I'; that Joe Norschauser of U.S. ,\ . has writ ten "dargames in 
Hiniature" ·and that Donald Featherstone has had published "·w'argames" j "Naval <~1argame~ 
"Air Wargames" and "Advanced ',largames,j. Shire Publications had a right to expect I·Ir. 
Tunstill to write with impartiality and to give a fair review of the warg~ming sit~a­
tion rather than to use the book they financed as an advertising medium. for himself 
and his own magazine. 

" C"i/AL}{Y UiHio~0~-1 1<~S OF BRITAIN idfD THZ C(A':MUNdS . .;.VfH" - r~obert and Christopher 
Wilkinson Latham. (Blanciford Press 30s. -d.). Another ~easonably-priced book in­
valuable to the wargamer and collector of model soldiers. ihth 96 pages in colour 
(76 British reg iments and 20 Commonwealth regiments) each picture not only bives the 
s Idier but also a separate picture of a part of his equipment - helmet, weapon, 
badge, sacidlecloth, etc., etc. In add ition, there are 100 pages of text describing 
e a C:1 picture in minutest detail. I can only repea t 'fhat has been said before - how 
much research time would have been saved had this excellent book come out yea rs ago. 
An exceptional buy. 

"f .~ .;,NCH I,!:; ·.y II ~GIM ~rrrS AN D urH:'O lmS from the Re v ulution to 1870" by ..• :~.·fhorburn 
.rms and Armour Press 30s. - d .). If this beautiful lit t le book had been written 

earli ~ r it would have saved me hours of research. No Na poleonic wargamer can be I-iith­
out it and it is a g oldmine for those fi ghting Franco - Rrussian, French Coloni.:)l or t h 
war against Austria in Italy. Illustrated Ilith 60 black und white und coloured pL\te~ 
the book covers the Imperi a l and Royal Guards, Infantry and Cav3.lry of :1 most f.:ls cin­
ating era. Buy this one even if it means holdinG back on models because they .:1re no 
use without authorative details of uniforms , equipment and form",tion. 
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LOOKING AROUND 
AIRFIX HAGAZIN E - July 1969. Fast becoming essential reading for the wargame .L·, this 
issue c ontains illustrated articles on l1Battle ll Class Destroyers; an excellent new 
series liThe British Army 114- 18" uniforms and regiments and Airfix conversions des­
cribed by David Nash; Part 1 of the story the Bren Carrier; detailed drawings, des­
cript i on and colour schemes of the Fokker DR1; Chris Ellis models Austin trucks plus 
all the usual features, correspondence and book reviews. 

AMERICAN HISTORY ILLUSTRA'rED - Hay 1969. ~/ell turned out illustrated magazine which 
frequently contains articles of interest to military collectors, such as one in this 
issue on Eisenhower'S Great est Decision - D- Day . 

BNrTLE FLEET - June 1969. Contains articles on Naval wargames rules for pre-1914 
actions; details of an imaginary naval war The German/American ''liar of 1903i illustrat­
ed article and details of the Royal Australian Navy; Part II of an article on The 
Submarine and another on the pre-1914 Austrian Battlefleet. 

THE BULLETIN of the Military Historical Society - May 1969. Contains notes on history 
and badges of the Royal Harines Bands; South African badges of the Boer War; regimen­
tal marches of Yorkshi r e Regimentsi and an article by Newsletter subscriber Ron 
3argent o~ the ceremonial uniform of t he Guyana Defence Force. 

:::IVIL lo/AR TIMES - May 1969. This issue is an Illustrated Special on the Battle of 
:::hickamauga. Brilliantly illustrated with authentic old photographs together with 
maps and a very fine ba ttle description, this issue shoul d be in the possession of all 
who.. fight American Civil liar battles. 

DISPATCH - Number 44: June 1969 . As always , this magaz ine contains an amaz~ng collec­
tion of information concerning the latest figures, books, plates, military records, 
~tc., etc. This iss ue also contains uniform plates and descriptions of a Trooper of 
the 13th Dragoons in 1742 and a 1968 Foreign Legion uniform. 

aISTOnY TODAY - June 1969 . Beautifully produced and an authentic source of his~orical 
reference, this magazine invariably contains some well i llustrated article of interest 
to wargamers. In this issue, among other contributions, are "The Stone Frigates of 
3ebastopol" (the Navy's role on land and sea in the Crimean Campaign); together with 
book reviews, letters and other items of interest. In the JUly edition there is an 
outstanding article on Edward I and the Castles of North Wales with three other 
articles of military interest - the ac tion between the British warship Leopard and the 
United States frigate Chesapeake in 1807; the Siege of Alicante 1708-9 by David 
:;handler and "Warren Hastings" . 

~ECCANO MAGAZINE - July 1969 . Contains Part XV of Charles Gr ant's war gaming articles 
"Battle" dealing with infantry organisation in World War II. 

:-.fECCANO HAGAZINE - August 1969 . Has the most interesting article on "Hodel Vill ages" 
in Great Britain together with a further instalment of Grant's "Battle lt 

- "Action at 
rwin Farms ll together with "Hilitariall a military review alsO by Charles Grant. 

MODEL BO>.'rs - July 1969 . Article with pl ans on the 4in. Mk. XIX Gun in the British 
Narship Detail series together with illustrated deta ils of I t al i an Condottieri Class 
;ruisers C and D Types. 

3AV AGE AND SOLDIER - June 1969 . Perhaps because Colonial wargames a re my favourit e 
period this magazine seems more and more to contain the most unique, interesting and 
useful articles on that type of warfare. It is a pity that its enthusiastic Editor 
90ug Johnson is having to leave the magazine i n abeyance for a while whilst going to 
University in Uganda for six months. Thi s issue contains articles on the Colonial 
:/ars in America; Chinese Soldiers 1900; an interes ting article by Newsletter subscrib­
er Bob Beattie on Firepower in Wargamesj a description and map of a Colonial wargamei 
a composition of a German Haunted Company in South-t.oJest Afric a , 1903 j details of the 
Judanese ;liar and the Dervishes in two articles by Doug Johnson one of which deals with 
the igyptian Camel Corps of 1883-85; an article the Galla - a warlike kingdom on the 
borders of Abyssinia ; a Sudanese regiment serving in Mexico in 1863- 67 plus details of 
books and fi gures relevant to Colonial wargaming. Hamish Fraser, Editor of The 
3ayonet, recently wrote that he would be proud to be the Edi tor of Savage and Soldier 
- I fu lly concur with this statement. 

30LDI=:~ r·~AGA~IN :::; - June 1969. A beautiful coloured cover s howing the Gordon Highland­
ers dc:.ncint; at the Duchess of Richmond 's ball on the eve of .. /aterloo - a scene from 
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the fort hcomi n g film " .... Ja t e rloo". This beautifully produced illustrated magazine con­
tains all the latest about the a rmy of today, t ogether with h is t orica l details of 
past armie s and ac tions plus book reviews , details of military band records and , in 
this is sue an illustrated art icle conc e rn i ng the well know n battle Bcenery produced 
by l-lerberlen. 

TRADI'rION - Number 33. Each edition seems to try and out do the one that went before 
- and often succeed! Contained herein a re Part III o f letters ':lri tten in the ''Penin­
sular Pa pers ll i Part II of liThe Sea Cava li e r" (Prince l(upert); the Field Service 
Uniform of t h e Impe rial Ge rman Army, 1914- 15; the 19th Hussar s in the Sudan; the 
dress of the French Infant r y in 1812; six full page coloured plates of prints by 
Simkin j the Naval Genera l Service Hedal, 1793-1 840 ; an art icle by Davi d Johnson on 
Arab power in the 12th century; Part VI of t he French Cuirassiers, 1870-1 886 ; an 
i llustrated art icle on the f amo us Ital i an Ber saglieri j Part 17 of Charles Grant's 
wargaming a rt ic le - II Narrative of the Battle of Nollwitz!lj plus book revie\"s, corres­
pondence and usual features. I t might be necessary to sta rve your chi l dren to affor d 
to buy Tr adi tion regul arly , but they will appreciate the gesture \"hen they a r e old 
enough t o r ead it! 

THE VEDETTE - The Journal of the National Capital Military Collectors - February 1969. 
Contains illustrated uniform details of the Un i ted States Dragoon in the Hexican \~ar; 

a most interesting article "The Care and Feeding of ~"argame Armies " by John Vic tor 
that I would have liked to have seen in the Newsletter ; The ll.merican Infantryman, 
1776 and 1968 ; Flags of the Demi-Bri gades , 1794-1 804 ; Mountain Artille rYi The Bl ack 
Watch with a full page illustration ; plus the us ua l book reviews and o t her fe atUres. 

The Che ltenham dargames Club reguLarly send me t heir monthly bulletin li THE 
GRENADIER" which includes reports of their numerous battles i n all periods . I think 
this gr oup probably get as mu ch pleasure out of the hobby as anyone I know. 'l'he New 
England Wa r gamers Association based in Massachuse tts, U. S . il . have a ve ry full and 
lively monthly magazine which always contains items of int erest and va lue . The 
"Canadian War gamer tl is another lively publication with much of use to hobbyis t s. The 
wessex Milita ry Society have just issued their first magazine tiThe wessex ~/yvern ll _ 
Neville Dickins on has done a good job with it. tlMercuri us Nilitaris" i s the Newsletter 
of The Sealed Knot - the Society of Cavaliers - a most int er es ting and well-written 
magazine. particularly to those fighting English Civil war battles. 

COMMANDER 

E'. ~AGEMENT 

•.. 
- - r-•.. L 
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THE NOTICE BOARD 
~AI;T£D : Spencer- Smith Seven Years 

'liar/America n ,"a r of Independence infantr y, 
cav~lry and art i llery . Of fe rs to R. C. 
Lawson, 20 Torr Lane, Ha rt ley , Plymouth, 
Devon. 

---uoOoo- - -

FOrl SALE: Few s e ts of British Infantry Un iforms , 1620-1918, and several mis­
cellaneous prints moun t ed on stiff card . For lists and pric ~s write M.Je fferies , 11 
The Al oes, Flee t , Al ders ho t , Hants. ( S . A. £ o. plea s e ). 

---00 0 00---

WARGAH~ CLUBS CHANPIONSH I P 

First round pairings . 

Bristol C 
Br is tol A 
Bristol B 
','ior t hing A 
:'vor t hing B 
Nor t h London 
Ab e rdeen 
f.le rseys i d e 

v. 
v. 
v . 
v . 
v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 

Leicester 
'rlorcester 
Cheltenham 
Tunbridge \1e11s B 
Wess ex Cavaliers 
Mid- Herts 
N. Bust e rn ( Dundee) 
Birmingham Ti gers 

'l'he winning pl aye r s will go fo rward t o the Convention in October, but it i s 
hoped that t he los ing p l ay ers "/ill offer the ir services a s ump ires. 

---0 0000---

"I have jus t re L\d Leonar d Co t tre ll' s book "The warrior Pha r a ohs!!, widch should be 
interesting t o t h e Ancient war ga mer - a lthoug h I tho ught it l.,a s a li t tle IIthi n" on 
the s ubjec t." 

'.1. '!' . Thurbon. 

---00000-- -

FOH S ALE : Tw o comp lete A. C . "; . a r mies . 400 Rebs, 350 Federa l s , 13 c annon. }"l l 
b u t 60 .feder als p<:>. in ted . 1-1a inly ;lirfix \~ ith some meta l.. Send S . t •• i: . f o r lists to:­
"ia r t i n Jef feri e s , 1 1 Th e Aloes , Fle e t , Ald ers hot, Hant s . ,C15 . - so - d . o. n .o. 

---000 0 0 ---

The ./essex l-iili tar y Socie ty (N evi l le Dickins on, 5 Northa m Road , Southampt on ) 
a re willing to excha ng e t h eir bi - mon thly club magazine TRIo; ',of l::SSEX ";YV BRN with the 
magazines o f o t he r clubs . 

---0 000 0 ---

The Sco t tish Hilita l"j Collec t o r s Soci e t y (Ja me s Cha lme r s , 128 Viewforth, Edin ­
burg h 10) wo uld be p r epa r ed to e x change News lett e r s \·,rit h ot h e r Socie ties . 

FOR SALE : 
- 8s . - d. 30mm 
tails. Copy of 

---00 0 00---

400+ Airfix Union, iO guns, wa gon, 
Spencer-Smith Napo leonics, pa inted 
"Charge!" - 456. - d . G.Cawood, 67 

---00000---

a ll painted - £3. - s. - d. Zouaves 
to high standard. S.A.E . for de­
Upl and Roa d, Upton Wirral, L49 6LW. 

As Doug Johnson will be in Afric a from June to December, anyone interested in the 
magazine "Savage and Soldier" should write t o Ian Cohen, 9797 Litzinger Road, St. 
Louis, Mo. 63124, U.S. A. 

---000 00---

I note with regret tha t a r e cent advert of BELLONA states their Roman Marching 
Fort has not come up to sta ndard in ita fina l production model and it h a a been re ­
luctantly d ecided not to proceed with ita production . 

---00000---

Back n".!!llhera of J ARGAHER ' S NEwSLETTER fr om October 1968 to July 1969 are a vail ­
a b le at 36. - d. each (40 c). 

• 



THE LITERATURE OF WARGAMING 

Books by Donald Featherstone Personally inscribed and signed by the author. 

"WARGAMES"-Battles with model soldiers. 22s. 6d. ($3.50) 

"NAVAL WARGAMES"-Sea Battles with model ships. 3Is.6d. (S4.75) 

"AIR WARGAMES"-Battles with model aircraft. 3Is.6d. ($4.75) 

"ADVANCED WARGAMES"-This follow-up book to "Wargames" introduces 
a host of new ideas and brings the hobby up-to-date. 45s.0d. ($5.25) 

"ALL FOR A SHILLING A DAY"-The story of the 16th lancers in the Sikh 
War 1845-6. 31 s. 6d. (4.75) 

"THE BOWMEN OF ENGLAND"~The story of the English archer and his 
longbow. 3Is.6d. ($4.75) 

"AT THEM WITH THE BAYONET!"-The 1st Sikh War 1845-6. 31s. 6d. ($4.75) 

Prices include postage and packing. 

A series of handbooks dealing with wargaming 

Rules for Ancient Wargames (1000 B.C. to 900 A.D.) by Tony Bath. 

2 Rules for Mediaeval period by Tony Bath. 

3 Rules for 1750 period in Europe (with supplementary rules for operations in 
America) by Tony Bath. 

4 Rules for Napoleonic Wargames by Donald Featherstone. 

5 Rules for American Civil War games by Donald Featherstone. 

6 Rules for late 19th Century Wargames (including Colonial Wars against Natives) 
by Donald Featherstone. 

7 Rules for 1917 period wargame in German South-West Africa (including rules 
for early tanks, armoured cars, etc.) by Donald Featherstone . 

.8 Rules for 1944 Normandy-type wargame by Philip Barker. 

3s. 6d. each (SOc.) or the set of 8 for I guinea ($3.00) including postage. 

"WARGAMES TERRAIN"-IOs. 6d. ($1.50). Illustrated booklet describing 
how to construct realistic battlefields. 

See "WARGAMERS NEWSLETTER" for more handbooks now in process of 
production. 

ALL THESE BOOKS AND BOOKLETS MAY BE ORDERED FROM 

THE EDITOR, WARGAMERS NEWSLETTER 

Printed in England 



FIGHT YOUR OWN BATTLES 
lei _ supply the troops oDd equipment! 

With AIRFIX it's easy and inexpensive. 
AtRFIX OO/HO gauge models are 

incredibly accurate miniatures. 
You can have a full '-scale war 

AU nGURES II 
wlIsnc AenON POSES! 

"'." ,,,.,, models in the AIRFIX OOIHO ran;1 

WWl French Inf. 
Colour Party 
German Infantry 
Indians 

Royal Horse Art. 
Commandos 
Inf. Combat Group 
Civilian Personnel 
Foreign legion 
Russian Inlantry 
Robin Hood 
Paratroopers 
Ancient 3rilons 

U.S. Marines 
Arabs (Bedouin) 
U.S. Cavalry 
ROlllilns 

Other mod,l, of weapons 
and armoured vehicle. 

Panther Tank 
Panzer Assault Gun 
Bren Gun Carrier 
German Armoured Car 
Buffalo Amphibian 
Matador & 5 x 5' Gun 
T34 Tank 
as mm Gun & Tracfor 
L.C.M.3 & Sherman 

Churchill Tank 
Stalin Tank 
Centurion Tank 
O.U.K.W. 
Tank Transporter 
U.S. H .. II Track 
WW1. Tank 
Buffalo 8 Jeep 
R.A.f. Emergency 

tlGHTH ARMY_4I ,tIC" 

AIllIItICAN CIVil WAit 
COHFlDllIATE AItMV_4IplKU 

........... 
".···NEWf··· •• 

: 54 mm figures'~ 
~ PARATROOPERS: 
.. 29 action figures In : 
.... realistic positions, ... 

• ",.:val1able now!.., ...... -

CONSTRUCTION KITS ,I 

FROM MODEL. HOBBY AND TOY SHOPS. AND F. W. WOOLWORTH. 



. . . .. AND THAT IS - CUSTOMS, DUTIES AND TAXES 

These are factors that are difficult to overcome, but there is a 

way they often can be eliminated, and that is by purchasing 

Scruby Miniatures in SMALL PACKET SHIPMENTS! 

SMALL PACKET shipments must be specially packed, and the 

total weight of the shipping box, packing and miniatures may 

not exceed 2 pounds 3 ounces. If English buyers will order 

Scruby Miniatures to fit into "small packet" shipments, they 

often find they receive their order without having to pay 

customs or duties! 

Including the sawdust OU[ models are packed in, our shipping 

boxes weigh 10 ounces. Therefore the purchaser has to limit 
each " small packet" order to a pound and one-half of model 

soldiers. 165 Scruby 25mm infantrymen weIgh one and a half 

pounds - or 27 Scruby 25mm cavalrymen weigh this. Know­

ing this, it will be easy to figure out any combination you wish 

when ordering from us for a "small packet" shipment. 

Postage on small packets is 9s, whether up to the full weight or 

not. (Remember, postage is extra above the cost of the models). 

ARMED WITH THIS KNOWLEDGE, WE HOPE OUR 
ENGLISH WAR GAME FRIENDS WILL TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THE TREMENDOUS VARIETY 

OF WAR GAME MINIATURES WE OFFER. IT 
MAY OPEN UP A WROLE NEW FIELD OF MODEL 

SOLDIERS YOU HAVE NEVER KNOWN BEFORE! 

A SPECIAL BULLETIN 

TO ENGLISH WARGAMERS 

FROM JACK SCRUBY 

For nearly 15 years Jack Scruby's Military Miniatures has led 

the f ield of designing and manufacturing model soldiers for war 

games. Our customers allover the world prove t hat the finely· 

deta iled Scruby Miniat ure is what they are looking for as the 

ulti mate type of miniat ure for rea l istic and enjoyable wargaming. 

Due to pri ce differentia ls, customs, duties and taxes, English 

wargamers have not been able to take advantage of the more 

than 1400 individual models we produce in many scales of al l 

periods of military history. At the same time, there has been a 

big difference in scale between the model soldiers manufactured 

in England and those manufactured in t he United States. 

WE BELIEVE WE MAY HAVE WHIPPED THESE PROBLEMS! 

JACK SCRUBY'S 
MILITARY MINIATURES 

2044 South Linwood Ave. 
VISALIA, CALIFORNIA 93277 U.S.A. 

• 



ENGLISH VERSUS AMERICAN "SCALE" 

English and Airflx 

20mm Scale 
American 20mm sca le Scruby Min iatures 

25mm Scale 

In England, the most popular wargame models have been de­
signed in the "20mm scale". In America, the 20mm scale mo­
del is smaller and does not mix well with the larger, more ro­
bust British 20mm figure. 

Scruby Miniatures eliminates this problem with their "25mm 
scale". Our models in this scale are the same size as the popul­
ar Airfix plastic soldiers and the "English 20mm" scale tigure. 
Thus, any Scruby miniature advertised as 25mm will be in the 
same range as those you buy at home. 

In this 25mm scale we have very complete listings of model 
soldiers of the following periods: 

African Colonial Expansion Period - 1879- 1914 

Early Napoleonic War and Napoleon's Egyptian Campaign 

Napoleonic War from 1806 to 1815 

The Seven Years War 

The American Civil War - 1861 - 1865 

The Northwest Frontier , India 

Asiatic Colonial Campaigns - 1883-1903 
As you can see below, we have prepared a special Catalogue for 
you, listing all the 25mm Scruby Miniatures in these periods. 

1 

AND ENGLISH VERSUS AMERICAN PRICES .. ....... . 

We think the prices of Scruby Miniatures are quite campa table 
to models you buy in England, despite the higher costs of 
manufacturing in America. 

Our 25mm infantry sell for 2s 1 d each in lots of 10 to 19 and if 

you buy 20 or more of one kind of figure, the price is discount­
ed down to Is 8d each. 

25mm Cavalry cost you 3s 4d up to 14 of one kind of casting, 
and are reduced to 2s 11 d if you order 15 or more of one kind. 
(Postage is not included in these prices). 

All Scruby Miniatures are cast of pliable tin-alloy metal which 
makes our models easy to convert and bend, and they are 
almost unbreakable! 

POUNDS TO DOLLARS! 

One big problem will be converting money for your order 
into U.S. currency (for we cannot accept anything else) . Inter­
national Postal Money orders can be bought at your local post 
office, and International Checks can be obtained at your bank. 
The officials there will take care of any exchange problems be­
tween the two currencies. 

Of course, we realize_ this is an ext ra effort on your part, but 
feel it will all be worth while when you receive your first ship­
merit of wargame figures such as you have never seen before! 

THUS, THE PROBLEMS OF SCALE, PRICE AND EXCHANGE 
ARE NOT INSURMOUNTABLE .... . . 

BUT THE MOST IMPORT ANT PROBLEM STILL REMAINS .. . . 

We have prepared a limited number of Special Catalogues for English wargamers, listing only our 25mm Scale Models. 
Price is 8s 4d per copy, post paid for surface mailing. If you wish it sent airmail, add 4s 2d. Our regular catalogue, listing 
all our models in 20mm, 25mm, 1 inch and 30mm scales is available at 17s. Add 8s 4d if you wish it sent airmail. Only 
International Check or Postal Money Orders in US cu"ehcy accepted. 
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