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MORE ABOUT HILLS 

b, 
Neil Cogswell 

The enclosed extract may well be of interest to the rule makers. It is taken 
from the Textbook of Military Topography 1883 which was the official textbook at The 
Staff Colleges of that period. The principles enbodied presumably apply to any era 
of Horse and Musket warfare. 

1. GRADATIONS ADHITU NG OF MANOEUVRES. 

INFAN'l'RY 

CAV" LRY 

ART ILLERY 

Can move in forma­
tion. 

Can move with order 
- its cbarge more 

e ffe c tive hill 
than down. 

Fi re more effective 
down than up hill. 

Close movement 
difficult 

The charge poss­
ible only hill 
and for a short 
distance. 

Hoves with diffi­
cult y - its e f fec­
tua l and constant 
fire cea ses. 

Can only move a short 
distance in order. 

Can only trot up hill 
and walk down hill. 

Moves with difficulty 
- its fire ceases 
entirely . 

2. GRADAT IONS HAY BE ;:.sCEUDED MIJ DESCENDED SINGLY. 

INFANTRY 

CAV ALRY 

Cannot !!love in 
order, can onl y fir e 
singly with effec t . 

Can still ascend at 
a walk and descend 
the slope obliquely. 

3. GR;.DATIONS ;itiICH MAY BE CLIMBED UP. 

INF __ NTRY Infantry l i ghtly 
equi ?ped a scend 
slowly i n ex t ended 
or de r. 

Can only !!love in 
ext ended order. 

Light cavalry can 
only ascend and 
descend obliqUely, 
one by one. 

40° 

Can onl y move in ex­
tended order and very 
slowly. 

As before, but with 
great difficulty, and 
when the slope is of 
soft earth. 

As before with the Men accustomed to 
help of their hands. hilly country may 

ascend, holding on 
with their hands, but 
with danger of fall­
ing. 
----

The nature of the surface, a s well as the steepness, affects the capabilities of 
ground for the !!Iovement of troops, and a ffects the three arms differently. Thus, for 
infantry the ascent of a steep slope is easier if the surface is rocky and rugged then 
if it is smooth turf affording bad foo tholdj for cavalry the latter is the easier. 

Presumably this is the result of a very detailed study. The shocks for me came 
in the first table - Cavalry charge more effect1ve up h1ll! - Artillery fire ceases 
to be effective if the slope 1S above 10°. The former 18 presumably because the 
inertia of the horses makes them break r ank8 and lose cohesion - a point for those who 
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preter their c avalry to charge at an ordered trot rather than a breaknegk gallop. The 
reason for the 106s in artillery power is probably that any slope of 10 will bave 
Bevere undulations which effectively break up tbe field of fire . 

It need.8 some thinking about. Do any of your other readers bave confirmator y or 
contradictory information? 

Those Dot versed in trigonomet r y may be glad of the following: 

A hill of the gradation shown will rise one foot over the horizontal distance 
abovn. 

5° 3.81 yards - 1 in 11.4 
10° 1.89 yards - 1 in 5. 7 

VERY STEEP ROAD 

15° 1.24 yards - 1 in 3.7 
20° 0.92 yards - in 2. 8 
25° 0 . 72 yards - in 2.2 
30° 0. 58 yards - in 1. 7 

Bonus pOints for cavalry char2in2 uphill! ?! 
THE SCALe OF FRLNCH N..\POL~ONIC FOHM.; TIONS 

by ·P .M.Street 

The Frenc h or ganized their forces in 
battalions of any thins between a bou t 400 and 
800 men, although the usual number was 500. 
~be battalion was divided into six companies , 
four regular unit s , four fusiliers. one of 
grenadier s and one of voltigeurs , the last 
two were known as the elite companies . One 
or more usually two battalions formed a 
regiment and two or three regiments formed 
a brigade. Two brigades formed a division . 
'-'he Corps was a forma tion used by napoleon 
to give his subordin~tes freedo~ for minor 
tlec iaions , he ins t ructed them in the gene r a l 
tactical plan a nd t hey car:-ied i t out. F-,r 
Lnatance at waterloo the form~t~on for 
P' Brlon's a ttack was selected by himself. 
~ach corps had its own support ing cavalry 
pnd artillery, mormally two brigades of the 
former and about five ba~teries of the 
latter. (Above information for the l a te 
part of the first Empire - 1815 etc . ) 

If a division is reduced to a size 
whereby one ~ reconstruct battles of a 
~ormal size on one normal table , one must 
.rrive at a scaling factor of 100. The 
Vietmeyer system employs 1 to 20 (sub ject of 
much discussion recently ) . 

fxample of a Fictional Division :-

Pst Brigade: 1 Regiment of line troops - 2 
bns = 12 men (8 Fusiliers , 2 
Grenadiers , 2 Voltigeurs ) . 
1 Reg iment of l ine troops -
bn. = 7 men (5 Fusiliers, 
Grenadier , 1 Volt i geur) . 

Capordl d. Tiraillevrs · 1i13 

2nd Brigade: 1 Hegiment of Chasseurs (li eht troops) = 14 men (10 Chasseurs, 2 Co r abin ­
iers (1 replace Grenadiers in all light battalions) , 2 Volt i geurs ) . 
1 Regiment of line troops - 1 bns = 11 men (7 Fuailiers, 2 Grenad iers, 2 
Voltigeurs). 

1 5.5 inch howitzer. 44 infantry . officer pe r brigade is sufficient with per-
haps one standar d for the whole division . 
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COUNSELS OF WAR. 
INSTANT MORALE CWD OTHER ITEMS) 

by 

Michael Ell i ott 

On r eading the Harch I1C ounsel 8 of 
'Marl!. I would agr ee wi tb Alan in what he 
says. I ha ve recently adopted a new set 
of rules for the American Civil war period 
bear ing this idea in mind. I have found 
that this idea works extremely well in 
practice . 

Br iefly my r ules a re these. Using a 
ground scale of 10m 1yd •• ac tual r a nges 
of the weapons i nvolved can be suitably 
scaled down and then applied to the table­
top . These ranges are then sub- divided 
and at each s uc cessive range deductions 
from dice are made. t-Iovement i s scaled 
do~ in the same way. 

Together ·,Iii th this I have a morale 
sys tem which I b.elieve i s my own idea. A 
morale factor is totalled up by giving 
troops pOints valUes (the same as those 
used for the formation of armies ) . These 
are then added up for the being in a defensive position , on a 
hill (terrain in short ) , presence of officers, etc., and subtractions for l osses , re­
verses etc. Th i s is then recorded under the units name on a board with a plastic 
surface using a chinograph pencil. Thus at any t ime, a ny unite state of mora l e can 
be seen instantaneously and appropriate act ion taken. For a 20 man regiment (with 2 
officers ) - the morale factor would be 22 , they will r etrea t 1 move when the va lue 
reaches 14 points , 2 moves a t 12, etc. Retr eat of neighbouring units will r esult in 
subtractions to the total ( usually 2 points every time this occurs) . 

This mora le factor is used in melees by throwing one di ce per regiment and multi ­
pl ying it by the morale factor . The winner i n flicts 1/5th of hi s f actor as damage in 
points and the loser half of that. Thi s of course will resul t in subtractions from 
the mora le f actor whic h may fo r ce the uni t to retreat. If neither side retreats in 
this way and both wish to continue melee contac t then the loser i s forced back one 
normal (croBs- country) infan try move by the winne r . 

---00000---

HAVE YOU AN EYE FOR A BARGAIN? 

Two very advantageous situat i ons have arisen which offer exceptional book bar­
gains to subscribers of wargamers Newsletter. The publishers of ' HANDBOOK FOR MODEL 
SOLDIER C0LLBCTORS' by Donald Featherstone have made available a l imited number of 
copies for sale through this magazine at HALF PRICE - 15/- instead of the 30/- for 
which i t is sell~ng as a hardback in the bookshops ._ For l 6/6d (12) which covers all 
postage and gacking you can obtain a copy of the HANDBOOK FOR MODEL SOLDIER COLLECT­
ORS, persona lly i nscribed to YOU and s i gned by the author. i'iargamer Ken Brooks says 
of t his book: - "The amount of useful info rmati on packed into it is quite t errific and 
it will c ertainly be a boon to any newcomer to the hobby as we l l as being a very use­
ful book of reference to those already qui te knowledgeable on the subject. I found 
it useful for the information about what t o see a nd where to go. I thi~ it will be 
a worthwhile annual venture especially at the price of 15/- to subscribers to the 
Wargamers Newsletter. The re are a few minor errors and omiss ions which are visible 
t. a cmical eye but doubtless you will correct them in the' nert edition." 

The book I1 ALL FOR A SHILLING A DAY" by Dona ld Featherstone is the story of a 
British caval r y regiment, the 16th Lancere, during the 1st Si kh I.~ar 1845/6. When 
first published i t receiv ed very commenda tory reviews on i ts realism and impact. It 
has been possible to ob ta in a few remaining copies of this book a ' a much reduced 
pr ice so that br a nd new copies canm offered to Newsletter subscribers at 12/-($1 . 50) 
per copy instead of the original ~ic e of 30/- . Each copy will be personally insc r ib­
ed to the purchaser and signed by the auther. 
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SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR HOBBY FROM AN "OLD GUARDSMAN " 

The article that follows consists of extracts t a ken from a Newsletter published 
by ·veteran American wargamer, Jack Scruby. His remarks accord remarkably with last 
month's War gamer 's Newsletter editorial. 

HI have r ead almost every Society bulletin , every war game magazine, every pub­
lication on military miniatures that I could l ay my hands on. Aside from t his, I 
have also talked to many wargame players f ace to f ace . It appears to me that manu­
facturers , dealers and publishers are tending to oversell this hobby - to make out of 
it something tha t it may not be - and to be d e leting the "fun" of simply loving mili ­
tary miniatures for their own sake. 

I feel that wargaming is becomming too complex to be enjoyable. I read coun t ­
less stor i es i n wargame magazines about rules, philosophies and techniques, and frank­
ly, I get lost after the first couple of paragraphs. Put yourself in the position of 
being a newcomer in this hobby, and imagine what many of these people must feel! 

I ' m certain they Qust feel like the lowest private in an army , and that the 
"word" being spread by the "staff and command" experts prohibits them from getting 
into wargarning because they are just too i gnorant. If this keeps on, a fellow will 
feel he bas to have a PhD before he is a llowed to compete in a war game! As an "Old 
Guard" I can chuckle a little when a magazine tells me that its policy is selling lIle 
the idea that we are no longe r playing war games, but that we have to play miniatUre 
warfare to recreate as r ealisticall y as possible the actual war represented by the 
miniature soldi ers . But , I suspect a newc omer will no t chuckle over this, but ins tead 
will tUrn to stamp collecting! 

And it seems SOmewhat annoying that you must change your musket r anges and rules 
becaus e hundreds of words have been exchanged in print as to whether a musket ball 
could bounce off a Cuirass ier ' s armour at 50 yards instead of 100 yards _ when all 
along your own Cuirassiers have been shot out of the saddle at your regulation 18 inch 
musket r ange . 

In short, lIlany warga mers have become somewhat snobbish too, and the thece 8ee=8 
to be to make a war game a "game of r ules" r ather than being a toe to toe slugfest for 
f un , pleasure and competition between two opposing pl ayers. 

The interesting thing that I KNOW abo ut thi s hobby is that most wargamers do not 
subscribe to magazines about the hobby, and that a t least 75% of the people that I 
have personally met over many years, are as much interested in collecting war game 
armies as they are in fighting an actual war game . The grea t maj ority of people that 
I have talked with and cet do not subscribe to magazines (including my own), have 
fought maybe one or t .... o WOir gaoes in their liv s, BUT who buy soldiers all the tille 
and make up large armies .... i~h ~hem, just because they love military min i atures and en­
joy painting and working with them. 

I n asking many of these people .. HY they do this, the basic answe r is that they 
feel wargaming is just too complicated and sophisticated for them, and that they would 
be embarr a s sed to fight a wargame with anyone because of the ir feeling of inadequacy 
in t his field . 

One has only to read the pages of many of the s mall war game club bulletins (sent 
to members only and not to the general publ i c) t o r ealise that t hese people are having 
fun with their war games, and that they are "discovering" all kinds of new things for 
their games that we others have long ago used a nd discarded. The thing is that they 
are getting r eal "bangs " out of this hobby that we of the more sophisticated group 
have long since gotten over. 

I feel it i s time for a react ion to all the seriousness a nd snobbishness that has 
taken over in our hobby . I think each of us must remember that playing miniature 
battles .. ith lead soldiers is not rea l war, but that it i s merely a good, blood stirr­
ing competitive game, with flexible and personal rules that should be enjoyable to the 
players, and not especially to the rest of the world. 

I believe that if we act along this line , many of us will begin once ag.in to 
derive some rea l sat i s fac tion from our war games . And I feel too that publishers of 
magazines would do well to begin de-emphasizing the "staff and command" side of war _. 
games. I think that if they do, they will pick up many more readers than they do now. 
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BATTLE REPORT OF THE MONTH 

THE BATTLE FOR BRO,m RI VER BRIDGE 

by Bill Mell 

Fought between Dallas Cliff taking the Confede r ates and John Ellis and Bill Hell 
sharing the Federals. 

It is vital for both sides to control the bridge over the fierce Brown River or 
action by the major portion of each a rmy, now fast approaching each other twenty 
miles t o the west, will be severely handicapped due to the critical supply situation 
f a cing each command. The ensuing small action for the bridge could well dete~mine 
the outcome of the whole campaign .in this theatre of operations. 

Contrary to recent procedure it was agr eed to fight the action with exac t ly equal 
forc es which must i nitia lly be deployed in the Easte rn ha lf of the battlefield. '£he 
map shows the approxima te position during the second game move. 

Let the reader understand that historical accuracy, re regimental names and lo­
cations comes a poor second to the enjoyment of the game . The rules, whilst compre­
hensive demand the occasiona l exercise of tact a nd compromi se on the part of the 
players . all of whom are convinced tha t no game is worth a fr iendship and that there 
i s always anothe r day for the loser - and the winner. 

As in Bridge parlance I will refer t o the two s i des as flort h and South for con­
venience . 

The first game move (G . }-: . ) is sketched on paper working from a 6" base line so 
t hat things move fairly r apidly to start with a l though the infantry become more 
caut ious once they a re within small arms r ange. South hoped to control the centre 
us i ng his cavalry opportuniet~auw; if ci rcums t ances permitted he would seize the 
bridge with his l eft wing (Regts. 5 . 6 a nd 7). The two Union players did not divide 
their command but dec i ded to ag ree to a plan and stick t o it if possible. As it 
tur ned out South ' s initial dispositions he lped North considerably for they bad decided 
t o strike immedi ately for the br i dge with their cavalry and one gun , backing up as 
soon as possible with infantry from the centre rear. One or two regiments would hold 
Haud Hill with the help of the other gun a nd the 1st U.S . Infantry and 5th Iowa would 
pOssibly constitute some sort of a threat to the Confederate right flank. 

Eacb side employed a company of skirmishers who enjoy cons i der able discretionary 
Rowers in our game reacting to the ordered moves of the l arge r units in a manne r that 
enables t he playe r s to use them as a virtual fourth arm 9 of limited dUration usually. 
By tbe third game move Northe rn skirmishers were picking off South' s ca valry as they 
headed for the gap twi xt hill and farm ; this cavalry also suffered from the Baltimore 
Battery, in action before either Confeder ate gun which finally ~ot into action from a 
knoll S . B. of tbe wood. Meanwhile the Union cava lry were a t the bridge , but it was 
obvious Soutb's skirmishers would prove more than difficult unless dealt witb so No rth 
swung tbe Micbigans over the wall to mee t them as tbey surged through the wood -
Duryeas Zouaves were now into the farmyard. 

About 15 of Soutb ' s cavalry survived fire from skirmishers artillery and r agged 
stuff from the two New York regiments who had got off a few volleys as they move d over 
the hill. Tbese cavalry crashed in to the flank a nd rear of 20th Maine just before 
they could take up cove r ing pos i tions behind the walls of the far m - behind them and 
the Zouaves, the Indianas we r e making goo~ time under cover of the northern edge of 
t he f a rm. 

Meanwhile seeing the danger of North ' s dash for the bridge, Soutb wheeled his 
left f l a nk nortb- west, round the wood and fanned out - he should at least ge t these 
troops between those damn Zouaves a nd the bridge . On his r ight he occupied Sam 's 
hous e and wasn't surprised to see the 1st U. S. Infantry climb the wall and start 
moving up the road towards the house and Kale Hi l l behind . 'fhe Southern guns were 
having succe ss against tbe U. s . Infa nt r y and as 7th ~ouisiana deployed in front of the 
wood the wb ol e Confederate r i ght wing began to present a pretty formidable frontage of 
fire powe r that would take s ome stopping if North persisted in movements that inhibit ­
ed nis k illing potential. North however, persisted i n ge t ting troops mov ing towards 
the bridge. By now the sadly depl eted 20th Maine had been joined by 4th New York a nd 
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together the Southern cavalry had had to retire - not so the Hichigans wbo despite 
serious losses chopped down their skirmisher opponents (simple man-to-man with +2 to 
the mounted man if be survives the skirmisher's shooting) and then drove into the 
head of the 1st S.Carolina as they came marching down the r oad out of the wood. This 
action suicidal though it was enabled the Zouaves to reach the bridge behind the 
Vermont cavalrymen and the New York gunners who were now beautifully positioned to 
blast anyone getting within a foot of the bridge. 

Losses were now beginning to tell, the Texans on South's extreme left turned and 
fled, taking 5th N.Carolina with them when first fired upon by dismounted cavalrycen 
and both the Union guns. South suffered a f Lrther blow when the 7th Louisiana twice 
"refused to advance towards Kerr's Farm; he also lost control of the house which fell 
to some very flukey dice throws by North - although it did cost him most of the 5th 
Iowa to achieve it. 

As North's troops croBsed the open groun d between the farm and the Bridge they 
were sub jected to well aimed fire from troops resting their rifles on the wall behind 
which they were pretty safe. It looked as though whatever got through would be in very 
poor shape so the 33rd Virginia were ordered to storm the bridge before the Zouaves 
could deploy. Assault they did, but only half got through after taking terrible 
losses from canister and then suffering a poor morale throw. In the next game move 
they were sandwiched between close range fire from established Zouaves and the bay­
onets of the 8th Indiana who had crossed the killing ground from which less than a 
company of combined 4th New York and 20th Maine were now falling back to the farm a­
ga in. This addition of reinforcements for those already across the river meant that 
South was faced with the almost impossible task of forcing a way through an enemy who 
could enfilade the Da rrow front he would have to present. Numerically South bad more 
t han the edge : a stalemate had developed on his right flank but with the 7th Louisi­
anas at l ast beginning to move he had the best part of 4 regiments to put into his 
attack . As the 10th New York abandoned their position on Maud Hill, together ¥ith the 
attendant battery, North saw the 3rd Texans rally and surge towards the bridge - they 
only got half way losing all the ir officers and what was left of their morale. 

It was still a fire fighting stalema te in the vicinity of Sam's House but no"ol 
South had sent the 7th Louisiana to intercept 10th New York who were being reduced 
somewhat by the Confederate artillery. Before North could get his Indiana boys into 
line behind the bridge South had to make one last assault with the relatively intact 
N.Carolinas. South remounted his Vermont cavalry. 

Morale held and the fire from the Zouaves and canister from the New York battery 
did not prevent the N.Carolinas from crossing the bridge and reaching the gun . As a 

"third of the gunners died the Union cavalry swept in unimpeded and chased them back 
up the road. With North's other gun now in position to command the immediate appr oach 
to the bridge South knew it was allover. Be st ill had 106 infantry on the field 
against the 77 infantry and 9 cavalrymen of hie opponent , but a th ird of them were 
still over by Sam ' e House and he did not haTe a man ac ross the bridge whereas North 
was in undisputed possession. 

A fine game in which initial dispositions paved the way f or what seemed in re­
trospect inevitable victory - if only the Texan morale had not cracked so soon, like­
wis& with t hose Louisianas , if only South's cavalry had lasted longer, if only • ••• 
ah well thats war gaming . 

Federal Forces (facing South) 

1. Lst U. S.lnfantry 
2.. 5 Iowa 
3. 10th N ew York 
4. 4th N ew York 
5 . 8th Indiana 
6 . 20th Maine 
7. Duryeas New York Zouaves 

1. 7th Vermont Cavalry. 
2. 1st Michgan Cavalry. 

(1) 19th Baltimore Xrty. Bty. 
(2) 230th Ilew York Arty.Bty. 

KEY TO MAP. 

Confederate Forces (facing North) 

1. 
2 . 
3. 
•• 
5. 
6 . 
7. 
1. 
2. 

(1) 
(2) 

3rd Arkansas 
12th Georgia 
7th Louisiana 
1st S.Carolina 

Plus 5 moun ted and 
3 foot officers 
per side. 

33rd Virginia Arty.Bty consists 
5th N. Carolina of 1 gun and 6 
3rd Texas gunners. 

7th Virginia Cavalry Bach sidez 
5th Virginia Cavalry 

6th Richmond Arty.Bty. 
10th Charleston Arty.Bty. 

240 men all 
arms. 

Each regiment of infantry consists of 24 men and 3 officers + 1 skirmisher. 

Each cavary regiment consists of 12 troope."s. 
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MODERN GAHES WITHOUT DICE 

by 

Alastair Halpas 

~lodern games are quite a change from the usual because I find them very fast and 
open. I have about 20 infantry on either side, three or four tanks and two or thre ~ 

artillery pieces. 'fhere are a fe .... other supporting weapons like anti - tank guns , 
machine guns and medium mortars. I don't use dice for casualties but use the princi­
ple of judging distance as in a naval wargame. This requires a fair sized table , 
mine is oft by 4ft. 

Once a range has been selected I place a template for the weapon over the range 
point and casualties are shown on the template by marks that cover any infantry . rhis 
is quite simplified but gives you an idea of what I am up to . Quite honestly I have 
never liked the use of dice and this judging distance seems to be the answer. It 
would be very difficult to do with horse - and- musket but I see no reason why it could 
not be modified. Say every company must fire at the sace objective e. g. an enemy 
company , and at the same range . If the range ' .... as too much they fire high and t.oo 
short they fire low. Casualties could only be taken from the front rank with the 
range measured from the cent r e a nd flank so l d i ers . A pOinter on the increment tray 
could be used for direction of fire which must be accurate. 

4 

~ 0-
cr 0 

(J 

0 fcf.r612 - 0 0 'b,~6AI ~ ~flU 

'rhe question of meleeing is difficult and I cannot think of any \'lay of dOing a ­
way with dice a t the moment. 
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This ~lonth - Bruce Phill ips (Of New york) 

I don ' t know how much feedback you get from 
your subscribers but I thought I would like to 
write you this letter in appreciation of your 
great contributions to our hobby. tlWargamer's 
Newslettcr U is the mO l5 t enjoyable publication I 
have encountered in the field - please be sure to 
let me know t ... hen it i s time for me to renew. 
There is a warmth , a humanity , about the magazine 
tha t only "The Armchair General" has been ab l e to 
approach. As for your books, we use your musket 
rules almost exclusively (with only minor variation 
due to our own experimentation and the "charge" 
melee rules). ¥.y regular partner recently re­
ceived " Advanced ',"ar games" and we are starting to 
try various alternatives. I ac sure it will be a 
good six months before we reach a r elatively 
stable set of rules once again . 

As for the debate on battle reports, add one 
vote for lyrical prose . The rest of the magazine 

WHAT MAKES 

A WARGAMER 

TICK? 

is immense l y readable - there is no reason that the battle reports shouldn ' t be. If 
the generals use an unusual rule, by all means let them state it but as long as their 
rules are relatively ordinary. l et us enjoy the t a ctics. 

I am glad to see a strange occurrence that happens regul'1.rly Wl. th us is .... i de ­
spread . I mean the undisputable f act that there are lucky regiments that can do no 
wrong and unlucky units that cannot even rout well . My opponent has a Dragoon regi­
ment that cannot seem to locate the pointed end of their sabres . They have been wiped 
out by half the i r number of infantry in melee ! · .. Ie cannot do much for these losers 
but we make the ir opposites - the constant winners - into Guards . 'lie might as well 
Make the moet of a weird thing. 

Do you know why there are two major historical periods virtually untouched by 
the manufacturers? It is typical of my wargamer ' s perversity to want just that which 
isn't available but the periods seem to have SUbstantial attr action . Only Scruby. 
(I don 't consider Sur en :igures wargame figures) a nd only recently, has produced any 
figures for the French Revolu tionary period which is even more colourful than the 
Napoleonic due to the great numbers of volunteer units . And only Hiniature Figurines 
seems to make any fi gures for the " 'iandering of Nations" period . 

The "wander ing of Nations" , as you probably know , is the period between the fall 
of rtome and the ~eign of Carl the Great . Nob ody cakes compl ete armies of Vandals, 
Goths , Huns , 3yzantincs, Franks, Slavs and Moors . I woul d be extremely happy if you 
could refute these last statement s . ~he wars between the Franks and the Moors or the 
Vandals and the Byzantines have got to be as interesting as the Roman Ci vil Wars 
( whi ch seem to be most people 's i dea of Ancient wargaming ). I , for one , simply do 
not have the time for the requis i te conversions to this period but I woul d love to 
wargame with these Ancients. 

---00000---

MUST LIST - Continued from Page 17 

Among the Hurons, Ontario; Lower Fort Ga rry, Manitoba . 

All these models are true replicas of todays ex i sting forts , s om e built by the 
British and some by the French . The size of the assembled model i s 11i" x 17t" . 

From erstwhil e secondhand mili tary bookseller K.G-Wynn of 42 E aher Drive, 
Littlehampton, Su.sex •• I have received a set of six cards worthy of the utmost 
attention from wargamers and militaria collectors. They represent part of a set of 
beuatifully designed and painted plates of 'The British Solder 1660-1969 ' and they 
have been done by no less than the great Charles St~deD. , Sell i ng at the l ow price 
of 8/6d pOst free from Ken Wynn, the set I gladly possess includes the Royal Fueilers 
1798 ; 14th Light Dr agoons 1814; Royal Waggon Train I B15 illth Hussar s l B54 i92nd Hi gh­
landers in India 1858 and the 24th Foot 1879. One excellent featUre of these cards is ' 
t hat both back and front views of the figures are given - a much neglected aspect in 
most similiar sets of uniform cards. 
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BOOKS FOR dARGAM~S AND MILITARY COLLECTORS 

H.T.Thurbon regularly writes on books likely to be of interest and value to war­
gamers. He says that Fontana have reissued (at 6s. -d.) a shortened edition of the 
Anthology liMen at war" originally edited by Ernest Hemingway in the 1939-45 War. It 
contains pieces (varying fact and fic t i on ) from Thermopylae to the Battle of Britain 
- and includes Churchill"s accoun t of t he Lancers at Omdurman. 

The IIJackdaws" collections of f acs i mile documents, etc., include some good 
battles. Among these are Agincourt, The Boer War, and now the Battle of Britain -
this last is very good. It includes a map of Britain during the Battle showing the 
bases , and also symbols for every British and German Squadron engaged in the Battle. 
The only trouble is that the part of France on the map is not really big enough to 
take all the Luftwaffe, and even the English Symbols become very crowded and there is 
not room for the balloon symbols at the same time. But it is all very interesting. 
My daughter and I spent c ost of a recent Saturday cutting out and assembling the 
Squadron symbols for my young Grandson to re - fight the Battle - (I regret to say I 
believe the Lu~twaffe won! ) 

Although i ntended presumably for children, I think war gamers might find some 
useful stuff aeong thee. There is also the Armada , and I believe Trafalgar and 
Waterloo. The historical notes seem to me in most cases to be in line with tne latest 
historical r esearcb. and very good_. if rather brief. 

The Bat t le of 3r i t a in film bas produced a spate of flying books, including a 
a;pecial edi t i on of "The !larro..., Margin", Cecil Day Lewis'S "Sagittarius Risingl1 (1st 
World War ) i n Corg i s as is Cajus Bekkers "The Luftwaffe War Diaries" - an account of 
the air wa r 1939- 45 fro~ t he Ge rman point of view tha t is quite interesting (10s.-d). 

Corgi are also dOing (a t 7s . 6d . ) a pa perback edition of Arthur Swinson's "North 
West Frontier". 

Donald McLachlan ' s "Rool:I 39" deals wi t h Na val Intelligence i n ~orld wa r One. 

A lot of American paperbacks have recent ly appeared, they include:-

(1) "Flintlock an d Tomahawk" by D. E.1ea.ch . A histor y of t he early I ndian Wars 
in New England. 

(2) "The Sable Arm" by D. T. Cornish (Negro Troop in the Union Army 1861-65). 

If we have any members int e rested in b~ard games they may care to know tha t I 
bave recently found in our Public Library a book, originally published in America, on 
the Japanese version of Chess, ca lled SHOGI. It is an interesting variant, played on 
a 9 x 9 squared board, with rather more pieces than our western game and two naval 
features . If you advance a piece beyond a certain line you can promote it to a higher 
Talue - a n in t eresting variant of queening a pawn - and if you capture the opposing 
pieces you may use them for yourself, dropping them on the board where you wish - a 
sort of paratroop attack. 

Read er *.Raymond works in a bookshop so that he is able to compile such valuable 
lists as t his:-

Month Publ i she r s 

Angus & Robe r tson 
Abelard Schuman 
Ian Allan 
Ian Allan 
Ian Allan 

Ian Allan 
Ian Allan 
Ian Allan 

Oct . Allen & UnwiA 

John Baker 

hpt. Eyre & Spottiswoode. 

~ 

Gill 
Haa ss 
Ta ylor & I'oyes 
Pr ice 
Whi te 

Perrett 
Silverstone. 
Fracca roli 
Hough 

Powley 

Freeman 
CONT INUED 

~ 

Royal Australian Navy, 1942- 45. 
The Netherlands at War 1940-45. 
Pictorial History of the R.A.F. 
Pictorial History of the Luftwaffe. 
British Tanks and Fighting 

vehicles, 1914-45. 
Fighting Vehicles of the Red Army. 
U.S.Warships of World !;Jar I. 
Italian warships of World liar I. 
First Sea Lord (deals with life of 

Admiral Lord Fisher). 
The Naval Side of King William's 

War (i.e. the Glorious Revolution, 
1688) • 

¥ashington (biography) 
NEXT MONTH . 

40/-
50/-
35/-
37/6 

37/6 
25/-
50/-
42/-

'75/-

84/­
'751-



NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 

The Worthing Wargames Club have requested space for the foll owing statement: -

" Now tbat the 1969 Convention is over we hope that you can find space in the 
Newsletter to convey our very sincere thanks to tbe f ollowing 

1. ,To all our paying customers and especially to all competing teams who gave 
us such magnificent support. 

2 . To the editors of Wargamer's llewsletter, Miniature warfare, Slingshot, and 
the B. M. S . S . Bulletin for publishing our notices. 

3. To 'the Trade' for the very impressive display of models, books and prints 
etc., at the Convention. 

4. To the prize donors (in alphabetical order) 

Arms and Armour Press 
Batsford Limited 
The Garrison 
J .E.Hersant Limited 
Hinton Hunt Figures 
Heccano Magazine 
Miniature Figurines 
Roundwood Fress 
K. G.Wynn. 

5 . 'f o the umpires for their bravery under fire . 

6 . To the Birmingham , wessex and SevP-, Valley Clubs ,i. ,r the demonstrations of 
the Engl i sh Civil War and World War I bat'~t on the Sunday morning. 

7. And finally to all those who have sent us the very kind letters and express­
ions of appreciation since tbat rather hectic weekend. 

We congratulate John Robertson and the Dundee team on t heir victory in the Club 
Championship , and urge all wargames clubs to suppor t the 1970 Convention in Dundee. 
We realise that finance will be a problem for a lot of people (us included!), e. g. I 
have ascertained that the return fare by rail, 'Jorthing to Dundee , is over £ 13 and 
will doubtless be even more next year! Would it be possible for War gamer's News­
letter, sometime nearer the date of the Convention, to invest i gate the cost (per 
head) of chartering a coach to take a wessex contingent to Dundee picking up at 
Bristol, Birmingham, etc., en route? This should cut the cost considerably , and 
could also be an enjoyable outing in itself. 

\'/e will be making the same suggestion to other sources regarding a coach for the 
Home Counties contingent starting from London and picking up at strategic points en 
route, as .... e feel that this project can best be publicised throut'h the media of the 
war gaming magazines. 

Malcolm Woolgar 
Bob O'Brien 
Stephen Reed 

(Or ganising Committee - 1969 Convention)" 
---00000---

"ve are currently in the midst of creating a wargames rules l ibrary. The San 
Francisco club now has about 50 regular and semi-regular ~members, both land and naval 
with airplane wargaming starting to appear~ and we are trying to pool our rp.sources 
so that everyone has a chance to see and use other people's rules. Do you know of 
any rules available in England which we could purchase and enter into the library? 
Ideally we try to play one wargame ever1 other week using different rules each time 
and then incorporating the best ideas into our own rules. we are also trying to 
develop r~eA , tor different levels, from beginner to simulation of actual warfare, 
for all periods." 

Jeff Pimper. 

--0000.-_ 
"1 haye War; it spoils armies" 

Grand ~uke Constantine . 
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One of the most inter-
esting and exciting features 
tha~ can ever appear in the 
pages of a wargamer ' s maga­
zine is newe of model sold­
iers - particularly new and 
unusual model soldiers. 
Recently I bave received 
samples of a 30mm range of 
war games figure that is com­
pletely new to me. Known 
as OSCAR Fi gur es their 
maker Harry Norey of Long­
croft , The Green , Little 
Horwood, Bletchley , Bucks , 
i s a sculptor who has decid­
ed to produce and sell his 
own range of figures. In view 
of the extreme difficulty 
in obtaining war games figures 
in this scale , it would seem 

MUST 
LIST 
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that there i8 a great scope for them. Mr . Norey lists Romans , Greeks and Napolevuics 
(all Nationalities including unusual regiments) together with ar tillery and limbers. 
Infantry in a number of pos i tions range from 18. - d . to 1s . 6d. each; Standard bearers 
and officers 2s. -d.; cavalry 3s. - d . to 4s . - d. each . Guns are 7s.6d . each and 
12s . 6d . with limbers . The r&n3e also includes some 54mm pieces at £1 . - s o - d . each 
unpainted and inc l ude several variations of Samurai and a Norman Kn i ght . These are 
distinctive figures, perhaps a trifle elongated and thin in the body and certainly 
nearer 35 or 40 mm (in keeping with the so called 30mm range of "'illie and Stadden 
figures.) 

This is a bucper month for those wargamers who plaintively inquire where can theI 
obtain 30mm figures because I have recently been reminded of yet another excellent 
source of supply. "Command Post" is the trading name of George Van Tubergen, an 
American maker of unusual military miniatures . His address is 760 ~est Emerson, 
Upland, California 91786 , U. S.A. Command Post are noted for a fascinating range of 
unusual figures in even more unusual positions . They include a fairly wide range of 
Ancient figures; Middle Ages; French and Indian Wars; a very l arge range of Napoleon­
ics and a good line in American Civil 'lIar and the Plains Indian 'liars. Personally, I 
find the greatest interest in their Col onial figures for the Spanish American Har and 
the Colonial Wars of 1870-1900. These i nclude Zulus , Pathans , Dervishera,Boers, 
slave girls, porters carrying ammunition chests, Turkish infantry, Cuban and Spanish 
infantry , Moros etc ., etc. This is a most exciting range at extremely reasonable 
prices - in lots of 10 or more infantry can be obtained for under 2s . - d . each whilst 
cavalry cost 25 cents (2s.1d.). Command Post can a lso supply moulds for any of their 
figures to enable wargamers to cast ~heir own figures at will . 

Merberlen Limited have turned out another one of their excellent dioramas - a 
fortified beach with a concrete gun empl acement. This provides an excellent action 
background for ~arines and landing craft and the top of its concrete bunker lifts off 
to allow access to the interior and also gives plenty of room to put in a German 88 
gun . See our pic~ure page for an illustration of this fine new piece of terrain which 
sells at 11s . 3d. including 1s . 3d. postage and packing . I am also told by Merberlen 
that they have a few of the Roman Marching Camps for disposal at 6s.4d. each including 
postage. Readers will reoember that this was a piece of terrain with which it was 
decided not to proceed. 

Guards cigarettes are advertising a dist1nctive set of four framed prints shOwing 
a Guardsman in historical unifor= . In every spec i ally marked packet of 20 Guards 
cigare tt e there is a quarter of a picture showing a section of the complete print - by 
collecting the other three sections and sending the complete picture a 10" x 8" print 
in full colour with an attractive frame is returned absolutely free. Guards cigar­
ettes sell at 4s.10d. for 20 . I don ' t smoke! 

Further to the mention of cut - out cardboard model kits that can be obtained from 
Gerald Bern Limited, Creative Art and Design Studios , 643 Yonge Street , Toronto 5 , 
Ontario, Canada , at $1.50. The following seven Canadian forts as scale models are 
available - Fortress of Louisbourg , Cape Breton, Jlova Scotia ; Halifax Citadel, Nova 
Scotia; Fort Chambly , Quebec; Fort York, On t ariO ; Fort George, Ontario ; Sainte Marie 

CONT IN UED ON PAGE 14 



GL"~UL TAYI..OL 

THE AMERICAN SCENE 
by 

Pat Condray 

One of the mos t peculiar aspec t s of Amer i ­
can '*ar gaming (and collecting , for that matter) 
is t hat i t i s peculi arl y un - A er ican . Perhaps 
no t only Customs but HUAC (House Un - Ame r ican 
Activit i es Comm i ttee) wi l l be on t o us soon . 
Years ago The \'/ar Between The States was fairly 
prominent , but no more . The Revolutionar y war 
offers i ncreasing promi se , but t oo l i ttle 
cavalry. Ind i an Warfare i s popul a r wi t h kids, 
but t here isn ' t enough infantr y and artil lery . 
Even in t he World War II per i od during whi ch 
the Uni ted States fie l ded a r ather l a r ge mili­
tary force , t he Weste rn De sert s eems to hav e a 
tremendous populari ty edge . 

There has been some interest from time to time in the Mexican !liax . I am rather 
surprised there isn ' t more. Jack Scruby raised a line of Mexican Nar troops some 
time back , and, as he says, there has rarely been a mor e colourful army than the 
Mexican Army of the 1840 ' s. J-iuch of the fighting took pl ace in rather sparsely popu­
l ated areas, cavalry and artillery were plentiful. J-Ioreover, a lthough some rifles 
were used , chiefl y by r ather specialised American units, most troops on both sides 
used flintlock muskets, the U. S. Army's better equipped artillery units employing guns 
patterned after the "Sys teme Modifie Anglais", a few French i mprovements on the 
British 1800 pattern (single trail) and the Mexicans making do wi th War Surplus 
Gribearval pieces. 

To give any resemblance to the actual bat t les , Mexican units should be more 
pl entiful and less efficient. Chief Mexican diff iculties seemed to arise from very 
poor fire effectivenesS and a corr esponding reliance on deep formations . The cavalry 
also rode lighter horses and was probably less disciplined than the American Regulars. 
Artillery, a technical arm, was notoriously inaccurate and none too plentiful - one 
of the reasons that the San Patricio ' s fough as gunners when Mexican authorities 
raised the celebrated unit of Irish deserters . 

The usual reason for negat ing nationa 1 differences - i.e . , that you have to 
Tai se more troops on one side than the other, is somewhat ameliorated in thi s case -
t he Mexicans are at least twice as colourful as the Amer i can regular army. Hussar, 
Cuirassier , and Grenadier Guards fought at Mexico City. Due to the rather strange 
political climate in contemporary Hexico they were neither Royal , Imperial, nor 
Presi dential, being known instead as the "Guardia de los Potestas Supremas", or Guard 
of the Supreme Powers ( 1"/hoever they might be). 

Maybe , if the mid-century wars (Crimean, Austro-Prussian , etc) catch on abroad 
American players wi l l get around to one of ou r most colourful wars . 

---00000---

DEL TORAMA LT~ 
BU~Y • PULaoROU~Jo\. i 

Sus 



Items from the Ge rard DeG~ Collection. 

A Persian· :Iar Elephant 
Crew by Alymer; Elephant by Britains 
(HO scale) . Assembly, howdah and 
t r appings by G. DeGre. A 20mm Fr ench Observat ion 

Balloon. 
Des i g ned by huriel OeG re . 

20mm ALYEER Pharonic Cavalry . 

2011'111'1 ALYMEIl Four - horse Roman War ~h3riot and 
Comman d Gr o up . 
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This September I travelled to Khartoum where I was able to take pictures of al ­
most everything connected with the Nahdiya . I now have several slides taken from ex­
hibits in the Khalifa ' s House, which is the only museum of the period. Although the 
Khalifa's own bla ck fl a g was not there, several others were, and I was able to photo­
graph them (Habmud ' s banner, captured at Atbara was there). There were numerous old 
guns and spears, jibbas (including Osman Digna's jibba) and photog raphs made by 
Wingate. Scm. of the artillery they had included a 7pdr. quick-fire from one of the 
gunboats, s ome five barrelled Nordenfeldts captured from Hicks ' army . and a few brass 
muzzle -loaders. I found out some things I hadn't known before. Did you know that 
the sappers in the Hicks Pasha Expedition looked like ~'rench sappers of the 1870's -
there was a pi cture of three of them, plus three of their bearskin hats on display. 
I also found out that Yakub's men did not wear turbans, but a special cloth hat 
called a taggia. ',~hile in the marke t I was able to purchase a Fuzzy- Wuzzy daggar, an 
old double- edged sword and a spearb.ead all from the time of the Hahdiya. These 
articles, along with jibba and turban I also purchased, a re being sent straight home. 
I was not able to take many pictures of the battl~field. There is an army barracks 
there now and the new Government is not keen on anybody taking pctures in the area. 
They aren ' t keen about anybody tak ing pictures anywhere , including the museums, but 
I was able to get around that. 

when I come to .u.ngland I will bring my slides . In addition to that, I have a 
small sackful of sanci fro~ the Oaduraan bat tlefield for you . I was able to get 
enough to sp:l.it between :rou, r;ewell Chamberlin and mys elf . 

I am currently doing some research on the Uganda ~ifle s ana the K . ~ . R . as well. 
The libraries here have many of the old books printed in ine lano on the subject, plUB 
a few books printed loc3.lly in Kampala , Nairobi and Capeto' .... n. 

Doug Johnson. 
I-lakerere University College. ~-lorthcote Hall , P . u . Box 16007. Kampala , Uganda. 

- --00000---

It appears that as each Club is set up one of the advantages (so called) is said 
to be that only one member need subscribe to a maeazine although all will read this. 

I think this bears out what you and Jack Scruby Here Saying that although the 
number of .largamers increases by year to year the number of subscribers does not go 
up in proportion, ~lthough there is no i oubt that the number of readers does. AI­
tl10ugh this is no comfort to JOU on the monetary side I sup90se . 

There also seems to be a distrust of house magazines . particularly those which 
f log only their own products , and also a dislike of the friction which has built up 
between the manufacturers. 

Jack Hicholls . 

- - -00000---

A further letter from Doug Johnson continues his Sudanese Saga:-

"I am trying to figure out where the Khalifa's Black Flag is. Evidently it is not in 
Khartoum - it was probably too precious a treasure not to be taken back to Lngland, 
but I have heard no clues as to where it might be. Perhaps it is in Cairo but I do 
not know - have you wever heard any rumours as to its whereabouts? I am also trying 
to find Osman Digna ' s flag that was captured by the Hoyal Engineers in 1884, so it 
might be in the Royal Engineers Museum. Trying to track down all these details can 
get to be aggravating! 

There is a picture of the Khalifa Sherif' s flag in the first edition of Ileufeld 's 
book PRISONE.i1 OF THE KHALIFA. Since I already know that his was a red flag it can 
easily be reproduced. There seems to be a fairly standard set of inscriptions on 
most of the flags so perhaps I could guess the others but I would rather be sure." 

---00000---

"N. ~hite troops would have faced that torrent of death for 5 minutes but the Baggara 
(one of-the fiercest of the desert tribes) and the blacks cam& on ••• you saw a rigid 
line gather itself up and rush on evenly; then before a s hrapnel shell or maxim the 
line suddenly quivered and dropped •• but other lines gathered up again, again and yet 
again; they went down and yet others rushed on ••• " George \liarrington Steevens, 
War Correspondent of the London Daily Mail writing on the Battle of Omdurman 1898. 
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NOW READY! 
570 PHOTOGRAPHS & 
DIAGRAMS ILLUSTRATE 
BRITISH & AMERICAN 
TANKS (and you. can save 

10/- if you buy before 
November 15th). 

Large 
Size 
1H" x sr 

By PETER CHAMBERLAIN and CHRIS ELLIS. 
The complete illustrated history of British, 
American and Commonwealth tanks, gun motor 

carriages and special purpose vehicles, 1939-45. 
224 pages. Fully bound. 

Obtain this book at the special price o! 95/· by ordering 
your copy Irom your Bookseller or Model Shop NOW. 
This ofler. saving 10/- on tha full retail price, lasts only 
until November 15th. Therealter retail price 105/-. In case 
01 dit!iculty write to the publisher (enclosing retail price 
plus 4/6 postage and packing): 

ARMS AND ARMOUR PRESS 

16 Pembridge Road, London, W.11 

Arms and Armour Press are !he publishers 01 the definitive 
GERMAN TANKS OF WORLD WAR II by F. M. von Senger 
und Etter lin. 95/ · net. 
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Book Reviews 
INFANTRY UNIFORMS including artillery and 

other supporting troops of Britain and the 
Commonwea lth 1742-1 855 by Robert and Christopher 
."i lkinso n- Latham . Illustrated by Jack .Cassin­
Scott (Blandford Press 30s. 7t" x 5". 96 pages 
of coloured illustrations). Following the 
success of "Cavalry Uniforms" the joint authors 
have now turned their specialised military know­
ledge to Infantry Unifo rms . This volume goes up 
to 1855 and a companion volume covering the 
period from 1850 to 1939 is in the course of 
preparation. Not only are there innumerable 
coloured illustrations of the soldiers them­
selves but also depicted in colour are their 
badges, buttons, weapons , head-dress, together 
with six pages of coloured il:ustrations of the 
edged weapons and firearms of the period. The 
book is conclUded by nearly 100 pages of des­
criptive detail of each of the plates. This is 
an excellent little book that should be on every 
warga~er's shelf - how useful it is to be able 
to put ones hand straight on a book, conscious 
of the fact that this book will show you all 
that you need to paint up a particular regiment. 
The authors are to be congratulated on their 
industry and the publishers on thei r confidence 
in putting such a valuab le volume in front of 
the wargaming and militaria collecting public 
in general. 

THE BAT'rLE FO:: GER1UII Y by H. Essame (B . T . 
Batsford Ltd ., 45s. 9" x 6" . 32 photographs, 
11 maps). I thorOUghly enjoyed this excellent 
book, partly because of the fact that it re­
minded me all too vividly of the starling per­
formance put up by British soldiers during the 
desperately·harci fighting that marked the last 
few months of ~forld ~';a r II. This dOes not de ­
cry in any way the similarly excellent perform­
ance of our American Allies but one cannot but 
feel afte~ reading this book that a little more 
comradely spirit on the part of the ,;merican 
Generals a nd a little leS6 personal cureer­
pushing and jealousy of already established 
commanders such as Montgomery, might have en ded 
the war many months earlier and saved the l i ves 
of thousands of extre~ely good and worthwhile 
men of both Nations . Major-Genera13ssame wus a 

soldier involved in the conflict and he embellishes his military prowess with a very 
readable style of vr i ti~~ . ~he illustrations are excellent and the maps Greatly aid 
the reader in follo,dng :.he battle;:; althougb I feel that an end-paper consisting of a 
map of the entire a~ea ¥ould have been an even greater help. I found it difficult to 
put this book down and tboroughl,,_ relished the patriotic glow that it left in its 
wake. 

I have been reminded Ol the publishers John Murray of an excellent book that is 
still available although it bas been in print for some years. By Hector Bolitho and 
entitled "'fhe Galloping Third" it is toh e story of the 3rd 'l'he King ' s Own Hussars dur ­
ing almost three centuries . :t is a stirring book that made me fight very hard to 
suppress a great inclination to paint up hordes of cavalry regiments - and I can give 
no higher praise! 

BRITISH AND AM I~RICAN TANKS Qjo' nOl{LD \"I,\R II by Peter Chamberlain and Chris :::llis . 
(Arms and .Irmour Press; 105s. 222 pages , 570 photosraphs) . This most impressive book 
is the complete history of British, _.merican and Commonwealth tanks from 1939- 1945. 
It is an absolute treasure-house of facts - historical , technical and factual. The 
details of performan, armament and armour of every vehicle (plus a photograph of each 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22. 
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BOOK REVIEWS continued from Page 

of them) mak e this book completely indispensible to the wargamer fighting modern 
battles. Lar ge in s ize as well as content, t hi s book i s superbly produced and i6 a 
j oy to brouse through besides looking highly impress ive on one's bookshelves . Pete r 
Chamberla in a nd Chr i$ Ellis are well known as enthusiastic experts in t his field -
both deserve g reat credit for their astounding research and devotion to their Bubjec t . 
Arms and Armour Pr ess are to be congr atulated on yet anothe r splendid work to add t o 
the i r already impress ive and rapidly inc r easing l ist. 

THE TwO S I EXi~ O.t' ~HODES 1480-1522 by Eric Brockman (John Murray . 42s . ~"x 
8~tI. 184 pages ; 15 illustr ations ; 3 maps). Read thi s stimulating book and you wil l 
be committed to bui lding up arcies of Knights Hosp i tallers ~n d Turks for the table­
top reconstruction of that intriguing but s.dly neglected facet of war gaming - sieges ! 
An enormous amount of res earch has gone into this vivid day- by- day account of the 
fierce f i ght ing around the walls ~~d r amparts of Rhodes. Fascinat ing as a potential 
wargaming period because of the blend between the mediaeva l fight ing of armoured men 
and the use of guns and gunpowder , this book is the ideal guide that is hard to l ay 
down until fully read. 

To fairly review a book, it must be read thoro.J.ghly then considered and assessed 
before the words of the revie .. are put on to paper . There have not been sufficient 
hours i n the past oonth to read all the books sent me - the follow ing will be con­
sidered in the next Ne· ... sletter. Because of their sui tability as Christmas presents, 
they are briefly mentioned here. 

THE COSSACKS by Philip Longworth. (Constable 63s . ) The history of these fas cin­
ating and wild Russian cava lry. 

'fhi: B"fi'LE FOB: NO:i..TH AFRI CA by John St r aw60n (Bats for d. 45s.) . War in Libya and 
Tunisia f rom 1940- 1943. 

THE B ..... rTLE OF MAJUBA HILL by Ol ive r Ransfor d . (John Hurray 305 . ) . The First 
Boer War . 

1'hc.: B"TTLE OF SPION KOP by OliVer Ransford. (John Hurray 30s . ) . A British de ­
fe at in the 2nd Boer Har. that could so easily have been a victory . 

---00000---

WARGAMES FOR CHARITY 

by 

Neil Cogswell 

As part of a recent charity event I laid down a 1, 200 figure diorama of the 
Battle of Leuthen - 1757 . Ove r a thousand peopl e paid 6d . a time to see the diorama 
and listen to an a bbreviated tactical commentary. 

The photograph shows the Prussians on the right who a r e j us t launching their 
attack. The King of Prussia is on the three contour hill in front of the Pr uss ian 
Left w'ing. 

Hills a re form.ed of 1" polystyrene foam pain ted lim.e green . I usually use a l ime 
green base board but that shown was a table tennis table which is r a ther dark. The 
dense woods a r e s ectioDs cut from fibre packing and da rk green - these woods are 
virtually impassable in wargames, but I do leave paths through them. The buildings 
are "Superquick" cardboard. Rivers are pale blue painted strips of cardboard with 
crinkled "cellophane" glued on top - this gives a pleasant sparkling surface . Those 
who prefer muddy streams could easily paint the backing brown. The figure s a re 
Spencer- Smith wi th a high proportion having undergone minor conversion. Smoke is 
cotton 10/001 dye .. grey. You wi ll notice a high propor,t ion of flags and standards -
symbolical only in my game - I feel that these add the fini s hing touch to any battle­
field . 

---00000-- ­
L~Oi-:rWj AR(;UND - Cont inued from Page 23. 

anothe r on the Campaign medals for that battle ; Russian Colours and Standards of the 
Napoleonic period ; t he Cavalry Charge of Harsha l Murat at 8ylau; British Cavalry of 
the Honourable East India Company; Muzzle-loading land artillery in, the United states 
There is a l s o four f ull page coloured plates of the Russ ian Army in 1835 toge ther with 
two page plates Bands sf the British Army 1900. . 
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LOOKING AROUND 
2} 

AIRFIX MAGAZINE - November 1969. Contains many illustrated articles of value to war­
gamers including Part 5 of The Carrier Story; \'Iar ECle r gency Destroyers; Tb. Machine 
Gun Corps and Tank Corps 1914-1918; German Tank Crew Uniform; Military Modelling by 
Chris Ellis The T2 'fRY together wi tb a number of art icles on aircraft and all the 
usual features . 

THE ARHCHAIR GSNER:.L - Volume II. Number 1. 
appeared in the Newsletter) articles on the 
1940 onwards; Naval 'Nargaming in Napoleonic 
figures, correspondence etc. 

Contains John Gr eer' 6 Roman Rules l.aJready 
Afrika Kor~6; Brit i sh Fleet movements 
and Modern periods ; reviews of new 

JOURNA.L OF THS SOCIETY FOR ARMY HIS'rORIC AL RSS EA~CH - SUmmer 1969. Contains notes on 
the Armies of India; 'rhe Duke of ,~ellington as a Field-Marshal of Prussia and 
Austria; The Rank 'ritles of Brigadi er and Brigadier- General tucether with a varied 
assortment of military information and illustrations. 

BATTLE FLEE:T - October 1969. The Official Organ of the Nava l .\'argames Society. Con­
tains Carrier Rules; German Gunboa'ts pre World :/ar I; Nava l Battle [{eports etc. 

CIVIL WAR TIMES ILLUSTRA'rED - August 1969. Contains well illustrated articles on the 
Siege of Lexington; the Battle of Franklin 1864; details of a 90 miles cavalry recon­
naissance during Lee ' s Bristoe Station Campaign together with a series of interesting 
sketches depicting field punishments of the period plus a n article on Sherman- at 
Savannah. 

DISPATCH - No . 46 . Packed full of information as usual . Contains lengthy reviews on 
books, plates , figures etc., plus articles on Richard Simkin the Hil itary Artist; 
Peter Gouldesbrough writes ".-arg<U:ling for Beginners"; 'l'he Music of ' .... ar; The Un iforms 
of the Royal Swedish Lifeguards together with a~iform plates and colouring details. 

THE GRENADII::R - Octobe r 1969. (3ulletin of the ChdtenhaJ:I dargames Club). ds ah'ays 
alive with enthusiasm in its descriptions of innumerable battles fought in innumerable 
periods. At the moment the Club are engaged in a large scale and Ancient campaign 
whi ch might wel l serve as a model for sicilar activities in other groups. 

GUIDON - Vol . 27 , No.1. This is a quarterly publication of the Hiniature Figure Coll ­
ectors of America. It contains articles on uniform details of 18th century French 
infantry and on the history of the old established firm of flat figure manufacturers 
Heinrichaen. There are also illustrated features on the l a test in plates, books and 
fi gure s etc . 

HI;j 'rORY TODAY - November 1969. This month's cover looks like an oriental wargame (it 
depicts the King of Burma in procession with hiB infantry in 1865). Beautifully turn ­
ed out as always this issue contains the first part of a most interesting article on 
'rhe Siege of La Rochelle in the early 17th century. There is a l so an article that 
would be of the Greates t value to the Ancient war6a mer because it shows in illustra­
tions how the Greeks propelled the l'rireme. 

I>\OVEL BOATS - Novembe r 1969 . Contains artic les illustrated by pictures and plans of 
Japanese carrier the Akagi and an English .ia.rship of 1588 toget: ,er with an article on 
the 40mm Bofor s gun . 

SCALZ MODELS - No . 2 . Packed full of terial of interest to the model maker. Of 
particular interest to wargaAers are plans of 12th and 13th century warships ; Hilitary 
~: iniature Modifications (aainly dealing with :Ustorex Figures); f.iilitary Insignia _ 
military formation sigrs used in ·"orld ila.r II by the British Army; articles on air­
craft markings and many features ealing with new models of aircraft , cars, a rmoured 
vehicles etc. 

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - October 1969 . The October iargamer 's Newsletter editorial is 
~entioned at some length in this month's Sol dier Magazine. ~ell illustrated articles 
on Army aviation; f.!ilitary Models; Book ~eviews , correspondence , military music etc. 

TRADITION - No.36. This issue is ~raced by a n abSOlutely brilliant cover painted by 
Charles Stadden and depict ing a British NapClleonic infantryman in action. As always 
the magazine is ~ exciting to open as an expensive box of chocol~tes and its con­
tents are just as tasty. Beautifully illustrated articles on the Battle of Omdurman, 

CONTINUED ON PAU E 22 



A note to those wlderstandably l.mpab.ent subsc r l.ber s who order books and other 
literature and then write urgent reminders when the stuff does not arrive within a 
day or two. This is a hobby service not a shop , it i s r un more - or- l e s s single- handed 
by the editor who also has to earn a living in other spheres . Under such circum­
stances it i s regretted tha t a delay of 3/4 weeks might occur . So pl ease be patient 
and un de rs tanding . \tIh ilst having a moan - PLZAS E include a S . A. E. if you want an 
answer to a l etter or query. 

---00000---

Red undant Civil war Armies Regui re good home - 1 , 040 infantry, mainly Airfix , 
some mounted officers, reg iments ( 20 st r ong) - one New Yor k Zouaves, three of Con­
federate Zo uaves , one regiment Union Sharpshoot e r s . Al l painted , quality indifferent 
t o goo. £5 . 10s .-d . plus postage . Send S . .. . ~ . for reply to Mr . D.Clark , 32 Ni ge l Road , 
Peckham, London S . E. 15 . 

-- - 00000---

Back issues of wargamer 's Newsletter are a·va illib le at 35 . - d. (40 cents ) each . 
Oc t ober ; November 1968 ; Januar y to Jlovember 1969 . 

---00000---

FOR SALE : Back numbers of TR .... J I .rION . 31 - 36 inclusive . £.} or will exchange for 
20mm Napoleonics . B. Rendell , 34 Hi gh Po in t , ~ew 8ltha m, London S . £ . 9 . 

--- 00000---

Shortly available through 'JARGAMERS NBWSLETT ER will be a wonderful new photo­
copied edition of H.G . ~ells'6 immortal class ic ' LITTLE WARS '. Also a copiously 
illUstra ted reference book for collectors of Brita in's 54mm figures - ' OLD BRITISH 
HODEL SOLDI ERS 1893- 1918' by L.W.Richards... Both of t hese books will cost in t he 
region of 32/6d ($4) i ncluding postage and pa cking. Orders in the New Year! 

-e8Oo0--

WE HAY NOT MAKE THE FINeS'I' ·,U .. R GAM::. SOLDIERS IN THE '.-IORLD •••• 
BUT A LOT Oi" OUR CU5'J:'OMERS TELL US THA'r \'1£ DO! 

JACK SCRUBY'S 1: 
MILITARY MINIATURES , 

2044 South Linwood Ave. 
VISALIA, CALIFORNIA 93271 U.S. A . 

. "rite us today for a s pecia l Bulletin we have prepared for British war­
gamers which explains how to purchase our new 1970 catalogue (listing 1500 war game 
soldiers) and how to order military miniatures from the United s tates . 

You 'll find a ..... hole n ew world of moue l s oldiers awaiting you a t Sc ruby 
Miniatures ! 
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THE LITERATURE OF WARGAMING 

Books by Donald Featherstone Personal ly inscri bed and signed by the author. 

"WARGAMES"-Battles with model soldiers. 22s. 6d. ($3.50) 

"NAVAL WARGAMES"-Sea Battles with model ships. 3Is.6d. ($4.75) 

"AIR WARGAMES"-Battles with model aircraft. 3Is.6d. ($4.75) 

"ADVANCED WARGAMES"-This follow-up book to "Wargames" introduces 
a host of new ideas and brings the hobby up-to-date. 45s. 0d. ($5.25) 

"ALL FOR A SH I LLING A DAY"-The story of the 16th Lancers in the Sikh 
War 1845-6. 31 s. 6d. ($4.75) 

"THE BOWMEN OF ENGLAND"-The story of the English archer and his 
longbow. 3Is. 6d. ($4.75) 

"AT THEM WITH THE BAYONETl"-The IstSikh War 1845-6. 31s. 6d. ($4.75) 

Prices include postage and pocking. 

A series of handbooks dealing with wargaming 

Rules for Ancient Wargames (1000 B.C. to 900 A.D.) by Tony Bath. 

2 Rules for Mediaeval period by Tony Bath. 

3 Rules for 1750 period in Europe (with supplementary rules for operations in 
America) by Tony Bath. 

4 Rules for Napoleonic Wargames by Donald Featherstone. 

5 Rules for American Civil War games by Donald Featherstone. 

6 Rul es for late 19th Century Wargames (incl udi ng Colonial Wars against Natives) 
by Donald Featherstone. 

7 Rules for 1917 period wargame in German South-West Africa (includ ing rules 
for early tanks, armou red cars, etc.) by Do nald Featherstone. 

8 Rules for 1944 Normandy-type wargame by Philip Barker. 

3s. 6d . each (SOc.) or t he set of 8 for I guinea ($3.00) including postage. 

"WARGAMES TERRAIN"- IOs. 6d. ( 51.50). Illustrated booklet describing 
how to construct reali st ic battlefields. 

See "WARGAMERS NEWSLETTER" for more handbooks now in process of 
production. 

ALL THESE BOOKS AND BOOKLETS MAY BE ORDERED FROM 

THE EDITOR, WARGAMERS NEWSLETTER 



5 FIGHT YOUR OWN Bi TTlES 
let _ supply the troops ond equipment! 

With AIRFIX it's easy and Inexpensive. 
AIRFIX DO/HO gauge models are 

All RGUIIS. 
r.ir.~r"'lIUllSIIC AC1IOII POSES! 

tJSMTM AIUIY __ ,,_ 

..... IIIC ... N CIVil WAil 
UNION A"MV_. pilCH model, In the AIRFIX OO/HO range 

WWI French Inl. 
Colour Plrly 
German Infantry 
Indians 

Royal Horse Arl . 
Commandos 
Inl. Combat Group 
Civilian Personnel 
Foreign Legion 
Rllssian Infantry 
Robin Hood 
Paratroopers 
Ancienl3rilons 

U.S. MMines 
Arabs (Bedouin) 
U.S. Cavalry 
Romans 

OUIer mod". of weapons 
and armoured ' ___ hie, •• 

Panther Tank 
Panzer Au.ult Gun 
Bren Gun Carrier 
German Armoured elr 
Buflalo Amphibian 
Matador A. 5 J S" Gun 
T34 Tank 
88 mm Gun &. Trllctor 
LC.M.3 &. Sherman 

Churchill Tank 
Sialin Tank 
Centurion Tank 
D.U.K.W. 
Tank TranspOrler 
U.S. Half Trllck 
WWI. Tank 
Buflalo 8 Jeep 
R.A.F. Emergency 

AMDtleAN CIVIL WAR 
COfIFIDIIlATlAIUIY __ ,._ 

... "' ........ . 
•• #. NEW)· .. • •• 
: 54 mm figures'~ 
= • 
~ PARATROOPERS: 
.. 20 action figures In : 
'. r •• n,tlc po,lUonl, ... 

+ ... v. llable nowl # ....... -.. . 

COIiSTRUCTlOIL IITS 
FROM MODEL. HOBBY AND TOY SHOPS. AND F. W. WOOLWORTH. 


